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Net closed in after nationwide appeal on Crimewatch 

STABBING SUSPECTS 
'CAUGHT ON CCTV' 


Report by Annabal Bagdi 


SUSPECTS alleged to have fa¬ 
tally stabbed a fitness instructor 
were arrested after a nationwide 
appeal, a court heard. 

James Brindley was attacked af¬ 
ter running into Aaron Kahrod and a 
17-year-old boy in Aldridge, prosecutors 
allege. 

Footage capturing the 
suspects moments after 
the stabbing near The 
Croft park was released 
by police and appeared on 
BBC One’s Crimewatch, 
Birmingham Crown Court 
was told. 

Addressing the jury on 
Monday, prosecutor Mr 
Jonas Hankin QC alleged: 
“The defendants were 
recognised by a number 
of local people from the 
CCTV footage.” Both defendants deny murdering 
26-year-old Mr Brindley on June 24 last year. 

Kahrod, of Walsall Road, Aldridge, denies ‘play¬ 
ing an unlawful part in the incident’, while the 
teenager claims he stabbed Mr Brindley in self-de¬ 
fence, Birmingham Crown Court was told. 

Jurors were told the youth allegedly ‘admitted’, 
during a covertly recorded conversation while 
remanded in custody, that he and his co-accused 
knew there was blood on the blade when they fled 
the scene. But both defendants initially told police 
they were not involved in the incident, Mr Hankin 
revealed. 

The prosecutor told the court: “Neither of them 
called an ambulance, even anonymously, despite 
knowing that Mr Brindley had been stabbed - and 
the prosecution say he was gravely injured.” Dur¬ 
ing the trial, Mr Hankin alleged Mr Brindley was 
wounded during a ‘chance encounter’ with the de¬ 
fendants. 

The victim, walking to his Little Aston Road 
home after meeting friends in the town centre, was 
stabbed once within just 35 seconds of meeting the 
pair, the prosecutor alleged. But the blade used has 
not surfaced. Mr Hankin said the defendants fled 
The Croft park just before midnight and made off 
along Whetstone Lane. 

He claimed the pair then went into Aldridge Air¬ 
port, where they allegedly disposed of the knife. 
The defence is expected to get under way today 
(Thursday). 



James Brindley 


EMOTIONAL TRIBUTES TO ‘FUN LOVING’ MYLEE 




Flowers outside the house in Brownhills where she was attacked 


TRAGIC schoolgirl Mylee Bill- 
ingham has been described as a 
‘fun loving’ pupil whose ‘smile 
lit up the room’ by her head¬ 
teacher. 

The emotional tribute came 
on Monday as dozens of flow¬ 
ers were left outside the house 
in Brownhills where the eight- 
year-old was attacked on Satur¬ 
day night. 

She was taken to hospital with 
serious stab injuries but died a 
short time later. 

It is believed her father, Bill 
Billingham, who was found at 
the address with a stab wound to 
his stomach, has been arrested. 

The 54-year-old remained in 
a critical condition in hospital, 
where he was expected to un¬ 
dergo surgery. 

Devastated headteacher Andy 
Nicholls, from St James’ Pri¬ 
mary, paid tribute to Mylee. 
Choking back tears outside the 
school in Great Charles Street, 
he said: “We are all numb, we 
are in shock. Everyone at the 
school is completely devastated. 

“Mylee was dearly loved by us 
all. Her smile lit up the room, in 
fact it never left her face. She 
was a fun loving, happy eight 
year old who had her whole life 
ahead of her. 

“She took a full part in school 
life, particularly enjoying singing 
and performing. She was just a 
lovely girl. 

“Our hearts go out to her fam¬ 
ily at this difficult time.” 

Meanwhile, outside the house 
where Mylee was attacked in 
Valley View, floral tributes were 
left by neighbours and friends. 

Messages reading ‘our angel’ 
and ‘fly high beautiful’ were 
handwritten on bouquets. 

One read: “We shouldn’t be 
writing this!! Fly high princess 
into the arms of the angels... 



Tribute - Head, Andy Nicholls 

taken far too young, your pretty 
face we won’t ever forget.” 

Teddy bears were also left at¬ 
tached to a lamp-post near the 
house. 

Charlie Floyd, who lives 
nearby, went to pay her respects. 
The 29-year-old said: “I didn’t 
know Mylee but I have a daugh¬ 
ter the same age and it’s just 
shocked the whole community. 

“We wanted to come down and 
lay some flowers as we felt it was 
the right thing to do. It is just 
tragic.” 

Another resident, who didn’t 
want to be named, said at the 
scene: “Mylee was a friend of my 
grandson. Whenever I would see 
her she was smiling and a happy 
kid like anyone her age. 

“This is awful, how do you 
explain something like this to 
an eight-year-old that his friend 
has gone?” 


THEATRE 

Grange Players in 
fundraising launch 

FUNDRAISING to save an historic amateur 
dramatic group kicks off today, Thursday. 

The Grange Players, a group who Hi- 
de-Hi! star Jeffrey Holland started his 
career with, holds a Burns Night at St 
Matthew’s Church at St Matthew’s Close 
from 7.30pm. It is the first leg of a mas¬ 
sive fundraising battle where they need to 
raise £60,000 or face being shut down due 
to the poor conditions at their base, the 
Grange Playhouse, at Broadway North. 

Tickets are £10, available at the door. 

Secretary of The Grange Players, Louise 
Farmer said: “The reaction and the sup¬ 
port has been fantastic.” 

Jeffrey Holland has vowed to return for 
a one-man show to help but details are yet 
to be confirmed. Plus they are holding a 
numbers club, open mic night and a quiz 
night along with a sponsored walk to raise 
money in the coming months. 

RAILWAY 

Thousands join fight 
over sleepers factory 

AROUND 2,500 have backed a campaign to 
block a railway concrete sleeper factory in 
Walsall. Network Rail want to build the facility 
at the Bescot railway sidings. 

They held a meeting earlier this month to 
inform residents about the scheme which 
would create 600,000 sleepers a year. 

But residents have rallied against the pro¬ 
posal expressing fears about the potential 
effects on their health, increased traffic and 
the visual impact of the factory. 

Petitioner Jenny Lloyd, of Durham Road, 
said: “Our biggest concern is that many peo¬ 
ple are still not aware of it, especially elderly 
people who are not on social media where 
we found out about it. 

“It feels like Network Rail is trying to sneak 
this through. People are upset, people are 
angry and people are stressed. They are 
worried about the health issues there are 
a lot of people in the area with COPD and 
asthma.” 

Network Rail stated that they are do to sub¬ 
mit a formal application in March, which will 
trigger an automatic consultation period. 


INSIDE 


Group’s wheelie 
pleased to be back 



abbey blinds abbey curtains abbey cushions 



WE MANUFACTURE, 
SUPPLY & FIT 
Curtains • Cushions 
Perfect Fit - Intu 
Vertical - Venetian 
Blackout - Roman 
Roller - Pleated 
Conservatory Blinds 


abbey blinds 

25-28 Elmore Green Road 

Bloxwich 

Walsall 

WS3 2HW 

www.blind8byabbey.oo.uk 
showroom 0anv5pm Mon-Sat 

0800 0194655 



























The Chronicle Thursday, January 25, 2018 


2 CONTENTS 


RHODES 

6 

LETTERS 

7 

CHRONICLE COLLECTIONS 

23 

TICKET 

27 

TV 

30 

PROPERTY 

35 

SPORT 

47-48 


CONTACT US 


EDITORIAL: 

Tel: 01543 465305 

E-mail: walsall.chronicles@expressandstar.co.uk 

SPORTS: 

Tel: 01902 319453 

E-mail: chron.sport@expressandstar.co.uk 
PHOTOGRAPHIC: Tel: 01902 319430 
E-mail: picturedesk@expressandstar.co.uk 
ADVERTISING: Sarah Jones 
Tel: 01543 465341 

E-mail: sarah.winfield-jones@expressandstar.co.uk 
ADVERTISING: Marguerita Finnegan 
Tel: 01902 319627 

E-mail: marguerita.finnegan@expressandstar.co.uk 
MOTORING: Stuart Whitehead 
Tel: 01902 319177 

E-mail: stuart.whitehead@expressandstar.co.uk 
CLASSIFIED: 

Tel: 01902 317878 

E-mail: my-classified@expressandstar.co.uk 

DISTRIBUTION: Paul Jones 
Tel: 01902 319990 

E-mail: p.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 


CHRONICLE 


51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Open Monday to Friday 9am-1 pm and 2pm-5pm 

www.yourchronicle.com 


oGM i mss mm 

Express ft Star 


EVERYDAY 


ON THE 
M % BALL 
vw ,j_ All your 
nW .'\?l latest 
\ s P ort s 
updates 


EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HA STILOW 

He always 
tackles the 
hot topics 

head-on '' i 



Models aim for floating catwalk record 



Leading model Eleanor Sippings 


A MODEL agency in Essington is 
hoping to set a Guinness World Re¬ 
cord with its next fashion event - for 
the longest floating catwalk. 

More than 30 professional models 
will take to the catwalk on the River 
Severn this spring in the event organ¬ 
ised by Dream Street Models. 

The event has gained support from 
five announced celebrities from the 
TV Show Britain & Ireland’s Next 
Top Model such as Sophia Chawki, 
Georgia Mason-Mottram, Tasmin 
Hough, Martha Valerie and Eleanor 


Sippings. The runway will be posi¬ 
tioned on a Stourport Steamer Co 
riverboat travelling along the River 
Severn - the UK’s longest river at 
220 miles. The event is due on May 
20 starting at 2pm in Stourport, run¬ 
ning until 4pm, and will showcase de¬ 
signs from all over the UK from high 
street to couture fashion. 

Dream Street Models founder 
Chloe Avon said: “After 28 weeks 
of waiting the agency finally got the 
approval from the Guinness Book of 
Records this week.” The idea for the 


event stemmed from Dream Street’s 
last fashion show held at Blithbury 
Reindeer Lodge in Rugeley in Sep¬ 
tember which saw X Factor’s Chloe 
Jasmine walk the runway along with 
other professional models for the first 
time at one of the largest reindeer 
lodges outside of Scandinavia. 

Formerly based in Walsall, Dream 
Street Models can now be found at 
the Hilton Hall Business Centre in 
Hilton Lane. More information can 
be found via www.dreamstreetmod- 
els.com 


Cycling group can ride 
again after bikes theft 



Walsall Arboretum Community Cycling Club members, with coach Steve Price, centre, back on their bikes 


A CYCLING club that fell victim to 
thieves is now back up and running 
after being inundated with donations 
from the community. 

Walsall Arboretum Community Cycling 
Club had all 11 of its bikes stolen but now 
boats 24 thanks to kind-hearted supporters. 

Coaches are now thinking about expanding the 
group to offer more classes. 

Volunteer coach Steve Price, of Dallas Road, 
Walsall, said the response from locals following the 
theft was “fantastic”. 

The 54-year-old gardener said: “I picked up a 
bike from Malvern recently that had been donated, 
and one in Coventry. It’s been fantastic. Obviously 
the bikes being stolen was a bit of a blow but there 
was a silver lining. 

“We’ve been donated bikes of all shapes and 
sizes. Some were brand new, only been used a cou¬ 
ple of times, and some were in quite poor shape. 
Over Christmas I had 10 bikes in my conservatory 
to repair. 

Compound 

“The council actually paid for me to go on a 
mechanics course so I’m now a fully-qualified me¬ 
chanic too.” 

The club’s bikes were stolen back in November, 
after thieves broke into the compound where they 
were kept at Walsall Arboretum. It left members 
devastated. 

Tina Eglington, aged 48, who used the sessions 
to boost her confidence on two wheels, said she 
“wanted to cry” when she heard the news. 

Many of the group’s members are pensioners and 
the club allows them to exercise and meet others. 
It had only been running for two months before 
the theft, but had to shut down for the whole of 
December. Happily, they are now back and raring 
to go for the New Year. 

Steve, who lives with partner Penny, said: “We 
want more people to come along and ride their 
bikes with us now. 

“We’re thinking of creating a few new groups 
around the area for people who want to do moun¬ 
tain biking, or those who just want to potter around 
the park. 

“Lots of people don’t like riding on the road so 
the arboretum is fantastic for that. Everyone is 


encouraged these days to stay fit and healthy and 
cycling is such a great way to do that. It adds years 
to your life.” 

The group, which provides free lessons for 
adults, was started as part of the Big Bike Revival 
- a scheme and series of events across England and 
Scotland encouraging people to make every day 
journeys on their bikes. 

The Walsall members had received a £3,000 


grant from Sport England to get it up and run¬ 
ning. The free club currently runs every Tuesday 
morning at the arboretum, starting with a begin¬ 
ners session at 10.15am aimed at those who can¬ 
not ride, followed by a cycle around the park at 
11.15am. 

Bikes and helmets are provided or anyone at¬ 
tending can bring their own. Call 01922 650465 to 
book or for more information. 


Town club 
shuts down 
after less 
than a year 

A TOWN centre nightspot has closed 
down less than a year since first open¬ 
ing for business. Equator was launched 
in Lichfield Street, Walsall, in May last 
year. 

Around £300,000 
was spent on re¬ 
vamping the former 
Chicago Rock Cafe 
into a trendy shisha 
lounge. 

The club could 
accommodate up 
to 900 people a 
night and employed 
around 20 staff. But 
it hosted its final 
night on Saturday. 

Owner Zak Martin, from Great Barr, 
told the Chronicle’s sister paper, the 
Express & Star he had been forced to 
sell the business due to family commit¬ 
ments, adding that he was still looking 
at other ventures. 

“We have spent a lot of money on it 
and a lot of people have told me it is the 
best looking place in Walsall,” he said. 

“Due to family issues I have no choice 
but to sell it, but I hope someone takes 
it on and gets it going again.” 

The leasehold the venue has been 
listed for sale at £160,000. 

12 cars broken 
into over week 

A DOZEN vehicles have been broken 
into in Pheasey in a week. 

Since Friday, January 12, a total 
of 12 cars have been targeted on vari¬ 
ous streets, including Lawrence Walk, 
Park Farm Road, Foxwood Avenue and 
Ivanhoe Road. 

Handbags, purses, cash, bank cards, 
sat navs and mobile phones were among 
property swiped by thieves. 

Kevin Pitt, police, engagement and 
consultation officer, for Walsall, said: 

“All but one of the crimes has been 
committed overnight. To help us bring 
down vehicle crime, please remind your 
neighbours to always check that they 
have locked their vehicle and removed 
all items from show inside, especially 
when leaving it overnight. 

“Always remove anything of value.” 

legal groups set to 
stage charity quiz 

A CHARITY quiz in aid of the Teen¬ 
age Cancer Trust is due in Walsall. The 
event is being staged by Wolverhampton 
Law Society and Walsall Law Associa¬ 
tion in the Village Hotel on March 20. 
The entry fee for a team of four is £65 
with entries closing on February 28. 
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Equator, shut 
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13 children 
are thought 
to be victims 
of slavery 

COUNCILS in the Black Country and 
Staffordshire picked up 14 suspect¬ 
ed victims of human trafficking and 
modern day slavery in three months 
- 13 of them children. 

New figures released by the Na¬ 
tional Crime Agency show how 
many referrals were made to the UK 
Human Trafficking Centre from July 
to September last year. 

Out of the 14 across the region, five 
came from Dudley Council, four came 
from Wolverhampton council, three 
came from Sandwell Council and one 
came from both Walsall Council and 
Stafford Borough Council. 

All were children apart from one 
adult referred from Dudley Council. 

West Midlands Police referred 27, 
including three children, over the 
period. The referrals are made to the 
UKHTC once a person has been found 
to determine if they are a victim of 
human trafficking or modern slavery. 

During the investigation the per¬ 
son is given a safe house and 45 days 
‘recovery period’. If deemed a victim 
they can remain in the UK if they 
co-operate with police under a year¬ 
long stay, or if they successfully apply 
through the Home Office. 

With an increase in referrals - there 
were 11 made from from the Black 
Country and Staffordshire councils 
April to June - the Local Government 
Association is calling on the public’s 
help to tackle modern slavery. 

Plan for M5 bridge 
to ease congestion 

A BRIDGE could be built over a mo¬ 
torway in a multi-million pound bid to 
cut congestion, it can be revealed. 

Transport bosses are drawing up 
plans for the bridge over the rounda¬ 
bout at Junction 1 of the M5 in West 
Bromwich, which would see A41 traf¬ 
fic continue straight over the motor¬ 
way. Drivers have to deal with queues 
on a daily basis at the busy island. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling 
said: “We have got capacity problems 
at Junction 1, not just at Junction 
2. The motorway goes underneath 
the island at Jl. If we were to put 
the A41 straight through the middle 
of the junction, it would go over the 
motorway and an extra bridge would 
be built. We will be promoting that 
scheme to get national funding.” 


£lk school grant 

A SCHOOL has been awarded a 
£1,000 grant to modernise its play¬ 
ground. Housebuilder Persimmon 
Homes Central gave the grant to New 
Invention Infant School, in Cannock 
Road, Willenhall. 


£lm to kick start key town works 



Works will be done near M6 Junction 10 


MAJOR regeneration schemes that 
promise to change the face of Walsall 
- including overhauling the town’s 
ring road - are poised to benefit from 
a flmillion boost. 

The Black Country Local Enter¬ 
prise Partnership is to award the 
borough £918,000. It will help deliver 
four projects including bolstering the 
town’s ring road, expanding Bloxwich 
park and ride, improving canal tow- 
paths and enhancing junctions as part 
of the M6 junction 10 rebuild. The 
ring road improvements in particular 
have been in the pipeline for several 


years. Walsall Council has already 
carried out studies identifying key lo¬ 
cations for upgrades. 

Early proposals include improv¬ 
ing pedestrian crossings and signals 
at Green Lane/Blue Lane, Stafford 
Street/Littleton Street and Wisemore/ 
Littleton Street. 

Junctions would also be altered at 
Littleton Street/Tesco and Littleton 
Street/ Hatherton Street. One of the 
biggest part of the works would see 
enhancements to the Mellish Road 
roundabout, to help alleviate traffic 
on to Walsall’s busiest junction link¬ 


ing Lichfield Street with the town 
centre. 

Councillor Lee Jeavons, a member 
of the LEP and regeneration chief at 
Walsall Council, said: “The highway 
corridors around M6 Junction 10 
and Walsall Ring Road are facing in¬ 
creasing levels of congestion and this 
money can now be invested in smart 
technology - a proven way to help 
manage the highway network more 
effectively and economically.” 

Cash will see the 26 parking spaces 
at Bloxwich Railway Station more 
than doubled. 


Hero trader thwarts 
gunman in store raid 



“IF I let him take the money I would 
have had to close the shop,” that 
was the dilemma which ran through 
the mind of an heroic shopkeeper 
moments before he flung himself 
at a gunman trying to hold up his 
store. 

Ajaib Garcha said the latest incident 
at Spend n Save in Walsall on Christmas 
Eve was the third armed robbery at the 
convenience outlet in two years. 

And as a further kick in the teeth, on Friday, 
the shop was again targeted by thieves when 
three hooded men stole £200 worth of beer 
from the storage room while Mr Garcha and 
his family were upstairs having dinner. 

It came within hours of West Midlands Po¬ 
lice revealing 61-year-old Mr Garcha’s heroics 
on Christmas Eve. The force released incredi¬ 
ble CCTV footage showing the shopkeeper and 
his daughter fighting off the gunman. 

Livelihood 

Mr Garcha has run the store on Pleck Road 
for a decade and told the Chronicle’s sister 
newspaper - the Express & Star - he felt his 
business and livelihood were at risk when the 
masked attacker strode in around 7pm on the 
night demanding money. 

The grandfather-of-one and father-of-two, 
said: “This is the third time this has happened 
and all I was thinking was ‘how can I let this 
happen’. 

“If I let him take the money I would have to 
close the shop. What would I do for work, for 
my family. We are living on this shop. 

“Everybody should do their job and look 
after the community. So it was either let him 
take the money or do what I did.” 

Mr Garcha said two years ago a man tried 
to rob the shop wielding a knife but fled emp¬ 
ty-handed. 

While last September another knifeman en¬ 
tered the store and got away with £150. 

West Midlands Police released CCTV of 
the latest incident. It shows the moment the 
hooded assailant waved a gun within seconds 
of entering through the front door and then 


how Mr Garcha sprang into action grabbing his arm. 
The shopkeeper’s daughter Parminder, aged 28, then 
jumped to his aid and between them they bundled the 
robber outside. 

But the drama continued and Mr Garcha said he 
chased the suspect across the street and grabbed him 
by the coat before he eventually got away fleeing to¬ 
wards Wednesbury Road. 

He added: “He said ‘give me money’ and then I re¬ 
acted. I hooked my arm under his arm so the gun was 
pointed upwards towards the roof. I don’t think it was 
real, because if it was real he would have done some¬ 
thing but he didn’t do anything. My daughter came to 
help and we managed to get him out. I was holding his 
jacket and he pulled me 30 to 40 feet away from the 
shop. I fell down on my knee at one point. He started 
to run away and God knows where I got the energy 


from but I ran after him and crossed the road. 

“People saw him and stopped their car. I caught up 
with him and managed to pull his mask off. He looked 
about 22 years old. I’m 62, you can guess who was 
stronger. 

“I got a bit suspicious, I was on my own and I didn’t 
know if the people in the cars were with him. I didn’t 
know how long I could keep him there. In the end he 
got away.” 

The suspect was around 6ft 2ins tall and slim. He 
was wearing a grey hooded tracksuit. Mr Garcha said 
he appeared to be mixed race after he removed his 
mask. 

West Midlands Police has urged any witnesses, par¬ 
ticularly drivers who passed by during the disturbance 
in the street, to come forward. Anyone with informa¬ 
tion should call the force on 101. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Jorja trending at 
top with Stormzy 

WALSALL singer Jorja Smith has 
released a new song featuring grime 
star Stormzy - and the video is now 
trending number one on YouTube. 

The 20-year-old was also featured 
in today’s Top 100 in NME maga¬ 
zine, which lists the rising stars set 
to make it big in 2018. Her new song, 
Let Me Down, has so far garnered 
17,000 likes on YouTube, with a total 
of 225,030 views since it was uploaded 
at 6pm yesterday evening. 

The video was reportedly filmed 
in Kiev. In the NME Top 100 article, 
Jorja is described as having ‘velvet 
smooth’ vocals and is recommended 
for Amy Winehouse and Sampha fans. 

Rambling around 
Cannock Chase 

THE Walsall Group of the Ramblers’ 
next short walk is on Saturday, a four 
mile walk of Cannock Chase, with the 
meeting point being Oak Park C. P 
on Lichfield Road at 9.30am. Details 
are available from the walk leader on 
01922 416109 

Then on Sunday, the group returns 
to Cannock Chase for a more exten¬ 
sive, nine-mile circular walk. This is 
a moderate walk on good tracks on a 
varied traverse of the Chase 

Non-members are always welcome 
and can obtain more information from 
the walk leader on 07582 091 920. 

Clubs pay tribute 
to legend Cyrille 

BLACK Country rivalry was put 
to one side as Wolves and Walsall 
joined clubs across the country to pay 
a touching tribute to football icon 
Cyrille Regis. Ahead of their clash 
with Nottingham Forest in the Cham¬ 
pionship, Wolves players and fans 
stopped to remember him. 

At The Valley, where Walsall were 
taking on Charlton in League One, 
both teams took part in a minute’s 
applause before kick-off. The Sad¬ 
dlers fans then burst into a rendition 
of ‘There’s Only One Cyrille Regis’ in 
tribute to the great man. 

Nursery gets backing 
on increasing places 

A POPULAR nursery has been grant¬ 
ed permission to significantly expand 
in order to help meet bulging demand. 

Sure Start Children Centre in Birch- 
ills will see places increase from 60 to 
100. Owners Little Rascals Childcare, 
say they have more than 40 people on 
their waiting list while the general 
Pleck area had a shortfall of around 
140 spaces. 

Walsall Council has signed off on 
their application to increase. 


Fantastic savings on bedrooms this week 



A&URED 

PLUMBING-GAS AND ELECTRICAL LTD. 


Assured Plumbing, Gas & Electrical Ltd are a 
company based in the West Midlands, Trading 
since 2004, with 18 qualified engineers that 
cover domestic, commercial 
and retail properties. 

We offer various 

services including: 

• Gas Safety Inspections 

• Boiler Servicing/ 

Breakdowns & 

Installations 

• Electrical & PAT 
Testing Reports 

• Distribution Board 
Upgrades 

• Alarm /CCTV Installations 


Call us now on 01922 454 687 
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WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 
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COUNTY NEWS 


Disability centre 
in £55k revamp 

A COUNCIL-RUN centre for people 
with disabilities has officially reo¬ 
pened after a £55,000 revamp. 

Wolverhampton’s Brickkiln Cen¬ 
tre now boasts colour-coded rooms, 
Braille signage and contrasting doors 
and handles to help people with a 
visual impairment get around more 
easily. It was officially opened to the 
public by the Deputy Mayor of Wol¬ 
verhampton Councillor Phil Page and 
Councillor Sandra Samuels OBE, cab¬ 
inet member for adult services. 

Redevelopment of the Cherry Street 
centre was part of a wider £180,000 
scheme to renovate three facilities for 
people with disabilities. 

Nova recruitment 
workers are saved 

A WEST Midland recruitment and 
training agency has been bought out 
of administration. 

The sale of Nova Recruitment by 
Steven Stokes and Raj Mittal, part¬ 
ners with business advisory firm FRP 
Advisory, has secured the jobs of all 12 
staff based at its Castle Street, Dud¬ 
ley, and Birmingham premises. It has 
been bought by Capital Outsourcing 
Group. 

Nova Recruitment had expanded 
its range of services across a number 
of sectors as part of its steady growth 
since formation in 1980, with particu¬ 
lar expertise in the industrial, retail 
and catering sectors. 

Developer steps in 
with school boost 

A REGIONAL housebuilder, based in 
Birmingham, has given a cash boost 
to a Willenhall school to help it im¬ 
prove its outside space. New Inven¬ 
tion Infant School in Cannock Road 
applied to Persimmon Homes Central 
to become one of its monthly Commu¬ 
nity Champions, and was selected to 
receive a £1,000 donation as part of 
the match-funded scheme. 

Headteacher Debbie Naffati said: 
“We are committed to providing our 
children with the very best resources.” 

Midlands food awards 
nominations appeal 

THE Midlands Food, Drink and Hos¬ 
pitality Awards is set to be the biggest 
ever, with Pepsi Max as headline spon¬ 
sor again, it takes place at Edgbaston 
cricket stadium on June 25. 

The awards will recognise and re¬ 
ward bars, restaurants, cafes and 
other food firms for first class service. 
Nominations open until April 23. Visit 
mfdhawards.co.uk to nominate. 


Q&A issued by council over concerns 


WALSALL Council has moved to ad¬ 
dress a number of concerns surround¬ 
ing the shock closure of a dog shelter. 
The authority has issued a Q&A in re¬ 
sponse to claims made against Ro- 
sedene Rescue Centre. 

• What licence does Rosedene 
Rescue Centre operate under? 
Rosedene Rescue Centre operates 
as a dog rescue centre. There is no 
statutory requirement for dog rescue 
or rehoming centres to be licensed by 
the local authority. However; the Ro¬ 
sedene Rescue Centre takes in dogs 
and then rehomes the animals, where 
possible, for a fee. 

Under legislation, the selling of the 
dogs either for a fixed price or a dona¬ 
tion effectively makes Rosedene Res¬ 
cue Centre a retail pet shop and under 
these circumstances it is licensed on 


an annual basis by Walsall Council as 
a pet shop. This licence runs on a cal¬ 
endar-year basis from January through 
to December each year. Rosedene’s li¬ 
cence was renewed in 2017 following 
inspection by officers and a vet. 

• What authority does Walsall 
Council have in relation to Rosed¬ 
ene Rescue Centre? 

Walsall Council is responsible for 
issuing Rosedene Rescue Centre’s li¬ 
cence to operate as a pet shop. It is 
responsible for ensuring Rosedene’s 
compliance with licence requirements. 
• How often are pet shops in Wal¬ 
sall inspected by the council? 

All pet shops in Walsall borough are 
inspected at least annually by Walsall 
Council Environmental Health officers 
in line with national environmental 
health standards. If deemed neces¬ 


sary, the council can inspect a proper¬ 
ty more frequently and take an animal 
expert or vet with them. Rosedene 
Rescue Centre was inspected on a 
number of occasions in 2017 primar¬ 
ily around a rat infestation, which was 
subsequently addressed. 

• There are reports on social media 
that Rosedene Rescue Centre also 
offers boarding services; does the 
centre require a boarding licence? 

Not necessarily - unless the main 
business is as an animal boarding 
establishment. To our knowledge the 
centre only receives a small number of 
boarders. 

• Who is responsible for stray dogs 

in Walsall borough? 

Walsall Council is responsible for 
receiving and kennelling stray dogs 
found within the borough. 


• Does Walsall Council send stray 
dogs to Rosedene Rescue Centre? 

No, Rosedene Rescue Centre does 
not receive stray dogs on behalf of 
the council. During business hours, 
council dog wardens take any stray 
dogs to Sunnyside Kennels. If stray 
dogs are found after hours, members 
of the public are asked to take the an¬ 
imal to Swanpit Kennels and Cattery 
in Gnosall if keeping the dog overnight 
or until the next business day is not an 
option. 

• Reporting concerns 

All concerns and evidence will be 
viewed and investigated. Any member 
of the public with concerns relating to 
any pet shop, boarding establishment 
or rescue centre in the borough should 
email environmentalhealth@walsall. 
gov.uk or call 01922 653366 


Closed dogs home 
was probed for rats 


0 



Rosedene Rescue Centre in Rushall temporarily closed after volunteers removed 21 dogs they alleged were ‘at risk’ 


Report by Carl Jackson 

A DOG shelter shut down 
amid accusations of animals 
being kept in poor condi¬ 
tions was investigated over 
rat infestations last year, it 
has been revealed. 

Rosedene Rescue Centre in 
Rushall temporarily closed after 
volunteers removed 21 dogs they 
alleged were ‘at risk’. 

Since then, around 1,000 people 
have backed a campaign for it to 
never reopen. Walsall Council has 
also now confirmed it was in contact 
with owner, Desmond Goodall, about 
his plans to revamp the centre. 

The authority revealed its inspec¬ 
tors visited the site at Radley Road 
‘on a number of occasions’ in 2017 to 
deal with vermin but stated the issues 
were addressed. 

The council has moved to clarify its 
involvement with Rosedene in light of 
the damning allegations, which have 
been made on social media by former 
volunteers, people who have stepped 
in to rehome the dogs and customers 
who have bought animals from the 
shelter. 

A council spokeswoman said: “We 
are aware of concerns that have been 
raised on social media over the al¬ 
leged conditions at Rosedene Rescue 
Centre. 

“Walsall Council takes the safety 
and wellbeing of animals seriously, 
and we would always urge the pub¬ 
lic to communicate these concerns 


through official channels. Environ¬ 
mental Health Officers are in com¬ 
munication with the owner about his 
future proposals for the site.” 

The RSPCA said it could not com¬ 
ment on specific complaints in case it 
prejudiced any future prosecution but 
vowed to look into any points made 
by the public. A spokeswoman said: 


“The RSPCA will always look into 
and, if necessary, investigate reports 
of animal cruelty and neglect. We are 
so grateful to people who report sus¬ 
pected animal suffering to us and we 
would like to reassure people we will 
always look into any complaints made 
to us about animal welfare.” 

Two petitions have been launched 


for Rosedene to be closed perma¬ 
nently, one on 38 Degrees, which 
about 1,000 people have backed, and 
another on www.thepetitionsite.com, 
which more than 700 people have sup¬ 
ported. 

Mr Goodall said he was hiring a 
new management team with a view to 
revamping and reopening the centre. 


HomeServe 
retains title 
for 4th year 
in succession 

HOME assistance provider Home- 
Serve has been praised for the trans¬ 
parency and clarity of its pricing after 
being named as the UK’s best home 
emergency cover provider for the 
fourth year in a row. 

The Walsall-based business has 
now picked up the award from in¬ 
dependent personal finance website 
Moneynet every year since the award 
was first introduced in 2015. 

The Moneynet Awards recognise 
the country’s leading financial ser¬ 
vices and home assistance providers 
over the last 12 months. 

Andrew Hagger, who chaired the 
Moneynet Awards judging team for 
the 2018 awards, said the latest award 
was just reward for HomeServe’s 
comprehensive range of solutions. 

“HomeServe has deservedly been 
recognised once again for its efforts 
to make life hassle-free for their cus¬ 
tomers. Not only does the business 
provide a comprehensive range of 
solutions, the HomeServe website 
makes it simple to compare and pur¬ 
chase the most appropriate policy 
based on cover and price,” he said. 

Greg Reed, chief executive of Home¬ 
Serve Membership, said: “We’re 
incredibly proud to have been recog¬ 
nised in this way once again. We strive 
to make sure we are doing everything 
we can to help our customers’ lives 
keep moving and that means offering 
a great range of products and services 
that offer the value and quality.” 

Special schools' 
£9m build boost 

SIX special schools in Walsall are set 
to expand in a £10m project that will 
create more than 120 new places. 

They are: Old Hall, Shepwell Short 
Stay, The Jane Lane School, Oakwood 
School, Mary Elliot School, and Castle 
College of Business and Enterprise. 

A meeting of Walsall Council’s 
schools forum last Tuesday gave the 
£9.46m scheme the green light, in 
order to meet increased demand for 
places across the borough. 

A report to the meeting said: “All 
special schools in Walsall are rated ei¬ 
ther as good or outstanding by Ofsted. 

“Statutory guidance is clear that ‘it 
is expected that, where possible, addi¬ 
tional new places will only be provided 
at schools that have an overall Ofsted 
rating of good or outstanding’. 

“The proposals will create addi¬ 
tional quality places to meet chang¬ 
ing needs that parents and young 
people will find attractive and which 
will create conditions that will help to 
improve the educational outcomes for 
those young people.” 




UP TO 

50% OFF 

ALL BLINDS 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 



5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


TAYLORS HI 
AUTO 

Our Promise, cJJoIand 

not Only do We Class 7Vans 

guarantee you an 
honest MOT, 
we also only charge 

£ 29.99 

(Servicing & tyres available) 

Tel: 01543 3 7 2 6 73 

Sunnyside Farm, Northgate, Walsall Wood, 
West Midlands WS9 9BU 
























































Prospective 
students to 
take a look 
at school 

A SCHOOL will open its doors to pro¬ 
spective students and their families 
next weekend. 

The open day takes place at West 
Midlands University Technical Col¬ 
lege, for students preparing to enter 
Years 10 and 12 in September, from 
10am until 3pm on Saturday at the 
Springfield Campus. 

Families will have the chance to 
tour the school in Cambridge Street, 
Wolverhampton, which caters for 
young people aged 14 to 18. 

Principal Av Gill said: “We’re look¬ 
ing forward to welcoming potential 
pupils and their families and showing 
them our exceptional new facilities, 
as well as giving them a feel for our 
unique approach to education. 

“We’re very proud of what’s on offer 
at the UTC; we’re a school with a dif¬ 
ference. Pupils have access to the very 
latest technology and hi-tech learning 
environments which inspires them 
and supports their future careers.” 

The school combines traditional 
academic qualifications with profes¬ 
sional and technical skills in innova¬ 
tion, design and building. 

It opened in 2016 and is partners 
with the University of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and Construction Industry Train¬ 
ing Board. 

During the school term, pupils will 
use a hi-tech robot for programming, 
build a smart home from scratch and 
work on live design briefs for compa¬ 
nies. 

Guests will have the chance to meet 
staff and current students, as well as 
find out about opportunities available 
for children. 

Putting industrial 
heritage in frame 

PHOTOGRAPHERS are urged to 
submit their entries for a competition 
to mark the 40th anniversary of the 
Black Country Living Museum. 

Entrants can submit four new and 
archive photographs on the theme of 
Reclaiming Our Industrial Might. 

The deadline for entries is February 
23 and a selection of the images will 
be on display at the museum in Tipton 
Road for its Industrial Might weekend 
on May 19 and 20. 

Photos must feature the Black 
Country’s industrial heritage includ¬ 
ing forges, boilers collieries and fac¬ 
tories. Portraits, architectural shots 
and present day street photographs 
are also welcomed, but images taken 
at the museum cannot be included. 
Digital photographs can also be sub¬ 
mitted. 

Those whose photos are chosen will 
be contacted within eight weeks of the 
closing date. To submit photographs 
go to reclaimphotographyfestival.org 


Henry Boot kicks off regeneration bid 



On site, from left, David Warburton, 
of Homes England, HBD’s Vivienne 
Clements, Councillor Lee Jeavons 
and Ninder Johal, of the BCLEP 


WALSALL Council and Homes Eng¬ 
land have announced that Henry Boot 
Developments Ltd (HBD) has been 
identified as the preferred develop¬ 
ment partner for ‘Phoenix 10’, a major 
44-acre industrial site located between 
junctions 9 and 10 of the M6, Walsall. 

This is an important milestone for 
this high profile site, which is located 
within the Black Country Local En¬ 
terprise Partnership’s (BCLEP) Black 
Country Enterprise Zone (BCEZ). 
It marks a major step forward in the 
process of bringing the site back to 
life, as well as boosting job creation 


and investment in the town. Jointly 
owned by Homes England and Walsall 
Council, and up until 1999 partly occu¬ 
pied by the well-known James Bridge 
Copper Works Ltd, the vacant site has 
been designated for employment uses 
and is anticipated to create 1100 jobs. 
The £60m redevelopment will play an 
important role in helping address the 
current supply shortage of industrial 
premises in the region. 

HBD will now begin working with 
its partners to create a comprehensive 
scheme masterplan and secure all nec¬ 
essary consents to deliver the project 


with a view to work commencing on 
site in early 2019. The site has the ca¬ 
pacity to deliver circa 620,000 sq ft of 
new industrial floor space. 

Leader of Walsall Council, Sean 
Coughlan, also West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority’s Portfolio Lead for 
Housing and Land, said: “After an 
extensive search for the right partner 
we’re pleased to welcome Henry Boot 
Developments on board so that they 
can now work with us to take this site 
to the next stage. Phoenix 10 has huge 
potential and this is a very exciting 
time for the borough.” 


Monster who murdered 
Megan, 17, is locked up 



SEX monster Ashley Foster 
took the secret of the death 
of teenage Megan Bills to 
the cells, after he began a 
sentence of life in prison. 

The twisted 24-year-old had 
an unnatural obsession with 
deviant sex and confessed in 
a letter to his mother that the 
17-year-old had been strangled 
during violent love making 
hours after they met for the first 
time. 

This followed his release from jail 
just three days earlier after serving a 
sentence for trying to stab one of his 
sisters. He has been jailed for life for 
murdering Megan with a minimum 
term of 26 years. 

Foster, whose two pleas to let him 
strangle a previous girlfriend during 
sex had been rejected, wrote: “We 
ended up having sex together. She 
tells me she likes to be strangled so 
I obliged. I strangled her and she 
loved it so much....but then as I re¬ 
leased her, her eyes closed.” 

Decomposition 

But he repeatedly refused to tell 
police or prosecutors exactly how 
Megan met her death in his room at 
the New Horizons hostel for ex-of¬ 
fenders in Highgate Road, Brierley 
Hill on April 16, Easter Sunday, last 
year - and declined to give evidence 
during his Wolverhampton Crown 
Court trial. 

Foster hid the body in a wardrobe 
that was deliberately wrapped in 
cling film to speed decomposition of 
the corpse. The state it was in when 
found almost three weeks later on 
May 4 made it impossible to pinpoint 
the exact cause of death. 

A shirt of his with Megan’s blood 
on it was found in a dustbin. It was 
twisted and torn in a way that sug¬ 
gested it could have been used as 


Obsessed - Ashley Foster 

a ligature. Interrogation of his two 
phones showed he made numerous in¬ 
ternet searches for ‘snuff videos after 
the death. He was arrested in Walsall 
town centre hours after the body was 
found and admitted preventing her 
lawful burial but denied manslaughter 
and murder. 

Det Insp Caroline Corfield, who 
led the investigation, said: “He never 
showed any remorse for Megan’s 
death. In hiding the body his only con¬ 
cern was himself and he almost evaded 
justice by deliberately causing her 
body to decompose quickly by wrap¬ 
ping the wardrobe in cling-film.This 
made it impossible to give a precise 
cause of death.” 


Megan Bills, killed at just aged 17 

The DI added: “The letter we found 
contained half the truth but he has 
consistently covered up what really 
happened. This was a terribly tragic 
death of a teenager with her whole life 
in front of her. 

“Despite Megan’s apparent inde¬ 
pendence she was a vulnerable young 
lady who would never have imagined 
the dangerous lair she was walking 
into when she entered Foster’s room. 

“He had an unnatural obsession 
with deviant sexual activity and he dis¬ 
posed of Megan’s young life to satisfy 
his own twisted desires. For Megan’s 
family, hearing the details of this evi¬ 
dence must have been unbearable. 

“I am pleased the jury saw through 


Det Insp Caroline Corfield 

his thin fabric of lies and found him 
guilty of murder and I can only hope 
this gives her family some sense of 
justice.” 

Her adoptive parents Dawn and 
Martin Bills said: “This vile and tragic 
event has robbed us of so much. 

“To have lost Megan and had her 
body concealed until it had rotted 
beyond recognition is painful beyond 
words, and demonstrates an evil cru¬ 
elty beyond any decent comprehen¬ 
sion. 

“Mentally and physically we are all 
changed people. We will have to deal 
with the impact of Megan’s death for¬ 
ever and it will affect the rest of our 
lives.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Retailer fashions 
clothing ambition 

POUNDLAND is to open more than 
150 new Pep&Co fashion outlets 
within its existing stores over the 
next year as part of its aim to become 
a ‘major high street fashion player’. 

The expansion will double the 
availability of Pep&Co in the Willen- 
hall-based discount retailer’s stores, 
beginning on February 1 in the UK 
and on to Ireland before Easter. 

Poundland’s UK & Ireland manag¬ 
ing director Barry Williams said he 
planned to make the retailer a “must- 
stop fashion destination”. He said: 
“By the end of this year, with over 300 
‘shop-in-shop’ fashion stores, we’re 
set to become a major fashion player.” 

Back to 1940s 
to fund parades 

A BACK to the 1940s evening will be 
held to raise money for this year’s re¬ 
membrance parades on Walsall. 

The Rotary in Darlaston is holding 
the evening on March 3 from 7pm at 
Darlaston Town Hall on Victoria Road 
to raise money to fund the parade 
after Walsall Council reduced funding 
for it. 

A prize will be given out to the best 
1940s outfit and visitors can enjoy 
music from The Trixiebelles and Dar¬ 
ren Jones along with food. 

Tickets are £7 from 07760 116330 
or at www.darlastonrotary.org 

14 homes in the 
pipeline at site 

MORE than a dozen homes could be 
built on the site of a former care home 
which became a hive for vandals and 
squatters after it closed. 

The home, run by Walsall Coun¬ 
cil, stood empty for several years in 
Stroud Avenue, Willenhall. It was 
eventually bulldozed in 2016 and six 
homes were built on part of the site. 

Now MACC Living wants to con¬ 
struct another 14 properties on the 
land. A planning document states: 
“The site formerly was a nursing 
home which had been derelict for a 
number of yearsl.” 

Blockbusters bring 
boost to Cineworld 

DUNKIRK and Star Wars helped 
Cineworld report rising annual sales 
in 2017. Bosses sales in 2017 rose by 
11.6 per cent. Blockbuster Disney 
movie Beauty And The Beast was also 
a big earner, bringing families to the 
cinema chain, which has screens in 
Wolverhampton. 

In the UK and Ireland, revenue rose 
5.9 per cent and Cineworld flagged a 
sharp rise in retail sales following the 
opening of five Starbucks coffee bars. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 


A* 


Cloudy2Clear Windows. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Trusted 
Trader 




All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 


The Chronicle Thursday, January 25, 2018 



























The Chronicle Thursday, January 25, 2018 


6 


IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Carrier bag 
charge is 
a pain on 
the pocket 

IF THE comments by the chattering 
classes over the past few days are to be 
believed, one might be forgiven for think¬ 
ing that the 5p charge on carrier bags has 
been an unparalleled success, rivalled 
only by sliced bread. 

Maybe it’s just me, but when I go to 
the supermarket checkout, I don’t feel a 
sense of awe at the genius of those be¬ 
hind the scheme. I just feel discomfort as 
I stuff a packet of frozen peas in my trou¬ 
ser pocket because yet again I’ve left my 
bags in the car. 

What is interesting is that I’ve just 
read that these “bags for life”, which the 
do-gooders keep banging on about, are 
not quite as green as they would have us 
believe. 

Recent research says they actually 
cause 175 times more damage to the en¬ 
vironment than the conventional “throw 
away” ones. And let’s be honest, did an¬ 
ybody actually thrown them away after 
using them just once? I’ve still got old 
bags dating back from the 1980s, which 
are used to store old newspapers and 
magazines. 

Indeed, another statistic is that plastic 
shopping bags account for just 0.2 per 
cent of household waste, but I suppose 
we can’t let the fact get in the way of a bit 
of virtue signalling. 

But here’s another thought, if plastic is 
so bad, instead of charging us 5p or lOp 
for our bags, why don’t they just give us 
free paper bags like they used to? These 
could go in the recycling with our old 
newspapers, and everyone’s a winner. 

Anyhow, that argument seems to have 
been lost, and plastic-free aisles are 
about to become the next big thing. In 
five years time those shrink-wrapped ap¬ 
ples and grapes will probably become as 
obsolete as ration books. 

Sounds fair enough on paper, but I do 
wonder if anybody actually took the trou¬ 
ble to ask the supermarkets why they sell 
fruit and veg in plastic packaging to begin 
with. 

Because an industry insider tells me it 
is not because supermarkets get some 
perverse pleasure out of wasting mon¬ 
ey or trying to destroy the planet. It is 
because the packaging has been care¬ 
fully designed to make the produce last 
longer, in order to reduce waste. 

So we might save on a bit of plastic 
here and there, but end up throwing away 
tons of perfectly good fruit and veg. And 
of course, when people do select the fruit 
and veg from the plastic-free aisle, they 
will put it into plastic bags. 

Still, got to be seen to do something, 
haven’t we? 


Farewell to a legendary broadcaster, Ed Doolan 



The passing of Ed Doolan, a broadcaster Donald Trump - not the first US President to Penelope Keith as Margo in The Good Life, 
who never shied from telling it how it is have his intellect brought into question a role which she will never shake off 




Wheel be careful, 
driving in the city 


ACCORDING to new data, it is harder to pass 
your driving test in Wolverhampton than in most 
other parts of the country. Which poses an ob¬ 
vious question: how many drivers in Wolver¬ 
hampton actually bother to take the test? 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



fy, houseproud snob from The Good Life. And 
whichever village finally emerges as the winner 
in this oddly-conceived daytime show, I bet you 
won’t be allowed to visit it until Margo has made 
you take off your muddy boots. 


WHEREVER you drive in Britain you will wit¬ 
ness occasional incidents of carelessness and 
inattention. But Wolverhampton is the only 
place where I’ve seen a driver with a plate on 
his lap eating a meat pie with a knife and fork, 
at the traffic lights. It takes a brave cop to come 
between a Black Country man and his pasty. 

SO farewell, Ed Doolan, the veteran BBC 
broadcaster who died last week. Always good 
listening, always wise company, Doolan be¬ 
lieved there was less evil in the world than 
some people seemed to think, and that when 
life seems to conspire against us, it’s probably 
just a cock-up. As he told me nearly 20 years 
ago: “Never put down to malice anything you 
can put down to stupidity. It’s usually something 
that’s gone wrong or some jobsworth throwing 
his weight around on a bad morning.” 

DOOLAN is generally described as a cham¬ 
pion of the underdog. But some underdogs 
strained his patience. I remember a caller to his 
Radio WM show complaining that there was a 
gap in her fence and her kids were getting out 
and playing by the road. “You get a hammer, 
some nails and some wood,’’said Doolan, “and 
you fix the hole.” He repeated this patiently, 
word for word, several times until the protesting 
caller got the message and hung up. “Ah, the 
dependency culture,” sighed Doolan. He had a 
soft heart but was never a soft touch. 

A READER, who apparently wishes half the 


population dead, writes: “When the current 
batch of Little Englanders are pushing up the 
daisies, the young people of today will be in 
charge and will reapply to join the EU.” Splen¬ 
did. I have taken the liberty of drafting the ques¬ 
tion for the 2040 EU Referendum voting form: 
“Hey, kids, would you like Britain to become 
one of the chief financiers and the military wing 
of the Great European Empire, now embracing 
Turkey and Albania and pushing its borders up 
against Russia and Syria? Or would you pre¬ 
fer Britain to remain the independent, peaceful 
and prosperous global trading nation it is now 
in 2040, controlling its own frontiers, respected 
throughout the world and acting as friend and 
honest broker to the USA, China, Russia and 
Europe?” 

DONALD Trump is not the first US president 
to be mocked for his intellect, or lack of it. There 
was an unkind, and untrue, story of President 
George W Bush being horrified at a news report 
that three Brazilian soldiers had been killed in 
Iraq. “Remind me again,” the president asked 
his aides. “How many is a brazillion?” 

I WAS reminded of that tale by a letter in the 
Daily Telegraph this week suggesting a new 
name for any unimaginably large sum of money. 
Carillions. 

NO matter how they package and rebrand 
her, Penelope Keith, currently presenting Vil¬ 
lage of the Year (C4), is forever Margo, the snif- 


INCI DENTALLY, I see one of the shortlisted 
villages is my regular holiday haunt of Beer in 
Devon. Whatever Margo says, just stay away. 
You’d hate it. Really. 

ONE of the claims made by a retired officer 
during the debate on army recruiting is that war 
is good for recruitment. I know of no official fig¬ 
ures to support this but I do recall the steady 
stream of would-be heroes who turned up at 
my local TA drill hall in 1982 eager to join the 
colours and do their bit in the Falklands. Some 
were of the generation that just missed National 
Service when it was wound up in the 1960s. “I 
always felt I was cheated of something,” one of 
them told me. 

CHEATED? But of what? The great thing 
about National Service was the unknown. 
I knew two blokes who were called up in the 
1950s. One spent his two years “counting blan¬ 
kets at Catterick,” as he put it. The other spent 
it on Sunderland flying boats in the Far East. 
When people talk about bringing back National 
Service, they should tell us what sort of National 
Service they mean. Put me down for the Sun- 
derlands. 

PETER Rhodes will be speaking at Wolver¬ 
hampton Literature Festival on Sunday, January 
28. See: http://www.wolvesliteraturefestival. 
co.uk/peter-rhodes/4594118684 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Struggling 
to keep 
those new 
year goals 

‘Less is more’ was the theme when it 
came to making my 2018 New Year res¬ 
olutions. As the clock chimed 12 I deter¬ 
mined I would eat and spend less and not 
swear so much. 

Come December 31 2018 there will be 
a slimline, more ladylike me with more 
available funds in my purse and a not-so 
stressed credit card. 

The only ‘more’ I was allowing myself 
was with reading, in the hope this lead to 
greater relaxation. 

But a little early research proved a tad 
disheartening. Statistics show that only 
eight per cent of people actually stick to 
their resolutions, with losing weight and 
spending less the most common goals. 

However, in retrospect, the first month 
of the year is not a good time to make 
such resolutions. 

For example, the 25 per cent of us who 
have resolved to spend less forgot one 
great obstacle - the January sales. The 
four-letter word is emblazoned over every 
shop and supermarket window torment¬ 
ing us, pulling at our purse strings. 

Not only did I trawl the rails and 
racks of every high street fashion shop, 

I bought a three-piece suite. It was half 
price, though, and I don’t have to start 
paying for a year so does that actually 
count as a fail? Then there is the chal¬ 
lenge for the 32 per cent of us determined 
to eat less. Firstly, the cupboards are still 
full of all the extra food shipped in for 
Christmas, exasperated by the selection 
of chocolates and sweets Santa popped 
in your stocking. 

All this food can’t just be allowed to get 
to waste. And, as we are in the throes of 
winter, our bodies demand we eat more 
to protect against the weather, it’s like hi¬ 
bernation. I am genetically programmed 
to fail on this resolution. 

No excuses for not curbing my foul 
mouth though. Despite the provocation 
of some frankly appalling drivers who 
would thoroughly deserve the unladylike 
profanities, this is achievable. However, 
at 20p a time per curse it is further com¬ 
pounding my failure to spend less. 

Success, so far, however on the read¬ 
ing, thanks to a small library of Christmas 
gift books and an unwillingness to break 
away from the fire and venture out on a 
cold, dark evening. 

This would achieve the aim of being 
more relaxed if I wasn’t so worried about 
how much I was spending on a new sofa, 
all the calories I had consumed to make a 
dent in the food mountain and how much 
the journey on the M6 had benefitted the 
swear jar. But I remain convinced that 
less is more - next year I will make fewer 
resolutions. 

DIANE DAVIES 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


Wooden 
Sheds 



A huge range instock 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


•Base Laying Service 
• Free Quotations 


Summer 

Houses 



A huge range in stock 

from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 



A huge range in stock 

from £1657 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 



FILL YOUR NEXT 
VACANCY WITH OUR 
BRONZE FIXED 
PRICE RECRUITMENT 
PACKAGE 


Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in 
Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in 
Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs. 
expressandstar.com 


5 line advert to appear in 
Express & Star Classified jobs 
for 5 nights 

We will run the lineage and 
online advert on a daily basis 
until you fill the vacancy 


Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 
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Jabez Cliff site totally unsuitable for medical centre 


FOUR general practices in Walsall 
have proposals to merge and to build 
a new medical centre on the old Jabez 
Cliff site which is situated in Lower 
Forster Street. 

There are many reasons why this 
site is totally unsuitable. 

One is the question of accessibility. 

People will have a long walk from 
the nearest bus stop and remember 
we are talking about parents who may 
have toddlers with them, and senior 
citizens. 

Even if you are a car owner, you will 
be lucky to get a parking space. 


The proposal plans show 52 parking 
spaces. 

There are going to be four merged 
practices, each one of them must prob¬ 
ably employ in the region of at least 10 
people, so there goes 40 parking spots 
straight away. 

The proposal is to include a phar¬ 
macy and a cafe, so these establish¬ 
ments in turn may end up wanting at 
least a further eight places for their 
employees. 

This would leave four potentially, 
just four parking spots for patients 
from four practices, one practice main¬ 


tains that there is sufficient extra car 
parking facilities in the area. 

I do not know of any. 

What is to stop car owners who are 
not patients putting their car here for 
free while they walk into town? 

The practice would be surrounded by 
flats, again I can see the temptation to 
stick a car on the new car park. 

Why the council will not see sense 
and allow a new medical centre to be 
built on the Broadway North site is 
completely beyond comprehension. 

TIM RASTIK 
Walsall 


Proposal for 
new GP site 
underfire 

RE: Proposed new medical 
centre, Walsall, on the site 
of the former Jabez Cliff 
factory. 

The very idea of building 
a health centre for general 
practitioners on Lower For¬ 
ster Street, Walsall is bonk¬ 
ers! 

Two of the general prac¬ 
tices involved have patients 
mainly from the WS5 area. 

That will mean, if you 
have not got your own 
transport, a round trip of 
four buses awaits, including 
two quite substantial walks 
in heavy traffic. 

Bearing in mind, this 
could include mothers with 
babies and toddlers, plus pa¬ 
tients in their seventies and 
eighties. 

It is thoughtless, inhu¬ 
man and completely unac¬ 
ceptable. 

Walsall Council will not 
allow an open referendum 
on this matter as they are 
aware how unpopular the 
idea of such a venture is 
with patients. 

JESSICA TIMMS 
Walsall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct er¬ 
rors as soon as we can. 
The Chronicles adhere 
to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can 
be seen at www.ipso. 
co.uk. If you are unhap¬ 
py with the accuracy of a 



story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES 


Latte support for 
tax on coffee cups 

NOT everyone enjoys a coffee. Many of us are confirmed 
‘Tea Jennys’ but there’s a Coffee Shop on every corner 
in towns these days and there are single use plastic cups 
everywhere too. 

A 25p a cup tax has been advocated by Parliament. Yes 
folks they interfere with every aspect of our lives, in an 
attempt to ‘change our behaviours’. 

Currently the UK throws out 2.5 billion disposable cof¬ 
fee cups a year! Perhaps we should take our own cup if it 
avoids the extra charge? Contributing to combating plastic 
pollution is a positive move. 

CLLR DOUG JAMES 

Walsall 


PC doubts 
are such a 
carry on 

SOME of us were able to 
enjoy the frivolity of a ham¬ 
per of ‘Carry On’ films over 
Christmas. Thank goodness 
for that era of British ‘hol¬ 
iday postcard’ humour to 
make us laugh. 

How did Messrs Scott, 
Syms and James manage all 
that titillation and innuendo 
without anybody screaming 
sexual harassment or in¬ 
timidation? How? Because 
they were all mature adults, 
enjoying themselves in the 
entertainment of others. 

In today’s atmosphere of 
PC and not wanting to say, 
or do, anything that might 
be misinterpreted, we are 
garnering an inability to 
laugh at oneself and others 
for fear of being accused of 
sexual harassment, racism 
and prejudice. 

Can we not all remember 
Dave Allen, Frankie How- 
erd and Peter Cook? We 
could do with a few Hattie 
Jacques and Thora Hirds 
today to re-establish a sense 
of proportion. 

ALAN DAVIS 

Darlaston 
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WHYNOTVISIT OUR FRIENDLYJEAM IN THE SHUWKUUM FDR 


ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS 


gaias? (jjaa? 3 d \2Mi3 

£■> 209.99 


Supplied Fitted 






compact electric roller 
door in white 2300mm wide x 
2300mm high overall sizes 
Painted Colour Curtain £45 
Supply Only 


£493 

Fitted Priced 

£669.99 


40mm insulated sectional 
I door free painted colour 
choice free motor 
Supply only 

£739 

Supplied and fitted 

£1049 

Windows at an additional cost 


Brampton steel side 
hinged door Vz x Vz 
right hand opening 
all in white 
Supply Only 

£599 

Supplied, fitted with frame 

£685 

Garador Georgian steel 
canopy door in black 

Supplied and fitted 

£587 

White steel frame 

£65 

Inc Vat 



1 

1 ' •—* 

ll—' 



*AII doors are priced from and based on door sizes T wide x T or 6’ 6” high. All prices include VAT 


Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 

email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 

Cannock: Walsall: ©GOSS 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, 
OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 OBW 





01922 23 25 27 

105 Green Lane, Leamore. WS3 2BN 50 High Street, Brownhills. WS8 6EL 

*Subject to survey, installation charge and minimum rental period 
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Sofa 

FACTORY OUTLET 


US 



HURRY SALE 
ENDS SOON 

DON'T MISS OUT 



20 Years of Quality Buy British for 

Manufacturing c=£_J Superior Quality 


Thomas Street 

Wolverhampton 

West Midlands WV2 4JS 



Open 

10.30 - 5.30pm Mon - Sat 
Sun and Bank Hoi 11 - 4pm 


01902 425 225 


beko c^rg? 


CrSU' BOSCH 


jrsmeg 


CD 


BORSHCH 

Gas & Electrical Superstore 


Facebook 

/sSfel 1H | Borshchelectric 


www.borshchelectric.co.uk 


Birmingham 
Upper Trinity Street, 
Birmingham B9 4EG 

0121 773 6361 

Extended guarantee available • Minimum 


Dudley Erdington Walsall 

Pear Tree Lane, 1-41 Sutton Road, Unit 17-19 Victorian 

Dudley DY2 OQU Erdington B23 6QH ArcadeWSI IRE 

01384 571 879 0121 448 0202 01922 279927 

2 months guarantee • Local delivery & installation • IER Best Large Independent Retailer of Domestic Appliance 2( 


Tumble 

Dryers 



LAUNDRY 


Machines Dishwashers 


n 


Stock subject to availability 


REFRIGERATION 


HUGE SELECTION AVAILABLE 


Under counter Fridge Integrated Frost I Washer Dryers AmeHcan Range Cookers 
refrigeration Freezers Free Fridge Freezer I Fridge Freezer 



_ _ PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY _ _ _ _ 

F RE E D E LI VE RV F °WITH THIS VOUCHER 50 BORSHCH 

within a 15 mile radius .cPr-T’s and Cs Ap^ly 


Winding down windows 
round for cleaner John 


A VETERAN window cleaner 
has put away his ladders and 
bucket for the last time - at 
the age of 76. 

John Butler has spent more 
than half a century sponging 
down people’s windows but his 
son Gary will carry on the fami¬ 
ly tradition with his own cleaning 
business. 

The sprightly grandfather-of-three 
from Cannock has kept fit by swim¬ 
ming and working out at the gym five 
times a week for the last 16 years, a 
regime he plans to carry on. 

No wonder then he has never had 
any joint problems or aches and pains 
despite continuing to use ladders in¬ 
stead of the modern pole system of 
window cleaning. 

The price per house when he first 
started out, under the old monetary 
system, was half-a-crown, compared 
with £7.50 today, and he would often 
have to return later for the cash if peo¬ 
ple were out. 

Upstairs 

He said it was a job that relied on 
people’s honesty as far as payment 
was concerned but that the house¬ 
holders of Cannock, Chadsmoor and 
Hednesford, where he plied his trade, 
always handed over the cash. 

He also saw some saucy sights when 
cleaning upstairs windows, he laughs. 
“But that didn’t stop me - I’d just 
carry on cleaning. I could write a book 
- but you don’t tell, you keep those 
things to yourself.” 

John, of Apollo Close, Cannock, gave 
up his job in the building trade with 
Bryants to start up his window-clean¬ 
ing empire. He has paid tribute to his 
customers for allowing him to make a 
living with the business. “The council 
were building a new housing estate 



Retiring window cleaner John Butler, with son Gary, in the same business 


in Chadsmoor and to earn a bit extra, 
I’d offer to mow people’s lawns or 
help them with their drives. With my 
brother and nephew we also started 
cleaning windows and soon I got 
enough business to go full-time.” 

He introduced his son, now 49, to 
the business when he was 13, picking 
him up from school and taking him on 
the round. When Gary was 21, he set 
him up in his own business, with fa¬ 
ther and son operating separately. But 
they always met up for a drink and 
a game of pool at the local club on a 
Friday. 

“It was Gary who said I shouldn’t be 
climbing ladders at my age. I started 
out with wooden ones, and the alumin¬ 
ium ladders of today are a lot lighter, 


but he had a point. He comes and does 
my solar panels and plastic fascias now 
- for free.” 

Gary said: “I’ve been doing it for 31 
years myself but now I’ve just taken 
the work on from my dad as well. 

“I’m trying to fit it all in with my 
business and trying to keep all of his 
customers happy too. I’ve met quite a 
few of them before when dad has been 
away and I’ve dropped in to cover for 
him, so I’m not a stranger to anyone. 
But some of them I haven’t seen for 10 
to 15 years. 

“Some of them have told me that I 
actually look like my dad from when 
he was younger - I’m the spitting 
image of him so it’s like him from a 
few years ago coming back!” 


[NEWTREND BATHROOMS] 

-LIMITED- ' 


) FAMILY RIM BMESS ESTABLISHED IN 2WW«I 


TROUBLE 
GETTING 
OUT OF THE 
BATH? 


From £1695 Fully Installed 

with Free Grab Rails and Seat 
throughout January 

FREE SURVEY AND QUOTATION 


sil 


MOBILITY 







©DO 




WMD qeG 0© OgeOhd am crBs^, 

deehu frnrtTBj 


available 




0 Walk in showers, baths and wetrooms tailored to your 
needs - VAT free in most cases 
0 Easy clean wall panels - no tiling required! 

■ Can be installed in just one day - no mess, no fuss 
H No upfront deposits to pay 
B Free seat and grab rails while stocks last! 




LEI US 

JL 

j 

TRAIISFORIlfl 

\ -A 

’ j 

YOUR 

\ 

LI ^ _i 

BATHROOM 

p,ee No Obligation Quotation 

Call today for a Free in 

www.newtrendbathrooms.co.UKV^^ 

E: info@newtrendbathrooms.co.uk 


Scooters, Rise and Recline 
Chairs, Wheelchairs 
and Daily Aids 
Also available 


12 months parts 
and labour included 


8 Norton Road, 
Pelsall, Walsall WS3 4AY 

01922 478723 













































































Dementia sufferer ‘degraded’ by snub 


Family in 
fight for 
lift to be 
installed 


A DEMENTIA sufferer’s fami¬ 
ly are locked in a battle with a 
housing association to have 
his home of 28 years modi¬ 
fied so he can stay there. 

Keith Rudge, aged 58, from 
Walsall, has been in a six-month 
dispute to have a lift installed into 
his home which will help him get 
upstairs as he suffers from de¬ 
mentia, epilepsy and his legs are 
swollen due to oedema. 

But Paddock Housing Association 
voted against it because it would ‘set 
a precedent’, leading to one committee 
member quitting. Mr Rudge has now 
attracted the backing of MP for Wal¬ 
sall South Valerie Vaz. 

Mr Rudge, who lives with his part¬ 
ner and carer, Mandy Robbins, 61, 
said: “I feel degraded because I can¬ 
not get upstairs and have to live in my 
living room. I go to the toilet here and 
I am being washed by someone else. 
It would be fantastic if I could go up 
and down because it would give me my 
own independence.” 

Documents in support of the lift 
were sent to the housing association 
including a letter from Dementia 
Support at Accord Group to prove 
he had been diagnosed with Vascular 
Dementia and epilepsy, along with a 



Keith Rudge, aged 58, and his carer, Mandy Robbins, 61 


letter from the occupational therapist 
showing a referral had been sent for 
a disabled facilities grant for the lift - 
granted in March. 

According to a letter to Ms Vaz it 
was rejected because: “It would set a 
precedent whereby other tenants of 
Paddock Housing Co-operative may 
request permission from their land¬ 
lord for structural alterations to the 
property.” 

Paddock Housing committee mem¬ 
ber Nick Tomlin, 43, backed Mr Rudge 
and has resigned in light of the situ¬ 
ation. He said: “I resigned from the 
association over the handling of Keith 


Rudge. The whole nine months has 
been a shambles. The decision has 
been personal and the final straw was 
hearing another committee member 
saying if we gave Mr Rudge a lift, we 
would have to give another resident a 
conservatory. 

“I consider a conservatory to be a 
luxury and a lift would allow him to 
get independence back.” 

The Paddock Housing Co-operative 
committee said of the situation: “All 
decisions taken by Paddock Housing 
Co-operative are made by all members 
of the committee through a democratic 
voting process.” 


WALSALL FIREPLACES 

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS. 

Largest Choice at the Lowest Prices 

“FREE no Obligation Surveys” “FREE Delivery” 

‘Expert Fitting Service Available” 



Full fireplace package 

Choice of Gas or Electric Fire 
Was £1038 °° 


MANY OTHER 
DESIGNS 

AVAILABLE IN OUR 
SHOWROOM 


Walsall 
yt Fireplaces 

TRADITIONAL SETTINGS 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday Open 10.00am-4.00pm 
Thursday Open 10.00am-1.00pm. 
Sunday Closed 


79-80 Ablewell Street Walsall WS1 2EU Tel: 01922 644407 

www.walsallfireplaces.co.uk 




CAST HE? W. 

WINDOWS 

JANUARY 




s tradecom 

Where reputation matters 


an 



___i ■ ■ ■! 

777-1II Ell 


BUY NOW PA Y 2019 

merest 


(TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY) 


UPTO M 

S2s%d 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CO NSERVATORIES 

...BUILT TO LAST Q& deceuninck ^ I 



fL 9 I mm 

Ai ■ 

\k a l 


FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


25 years experience in supplying and installing 
quality uPVC window and door products 

Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 

(Authorised and regulated by Unit i, Fryers Close, Factory opening hours 

Walsall. WS3 2XQ 8 - 5pm Mon to Fri 


the financial Conduct Authority) 


LSALL 



PRICE CRUNCH! 
DEALS NOW ■ I 


Bedroom Carpets from £55.00 

Kitchen Vinyl from £39.00 

Bathroom Vinyl from £29.00 

Lounge Carpet from £59.00 


3 Vertical Blinds from £ 99.00 



Green Lane, Willenhall, Aldridge, Hednesford 

Walsall WS2 8LE WV12 4JQ Walsall WS9 8AA WS12 1DW 

01922 634555 01902 606026 01922 452626 01543 879500 
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SALE PRICE - 2 & 3 SEATER SOFAS FROM £399! 


I FIREPLACES 
ALL 48" MARBLE £599 
ALL 54" MARBLE £699 

INCLUDING FREE SELECTED 
GAS OR ELECTRIC FIRE! 



The Willenhall Singers get ready for their first rehearsal of the year at Portobello Methodist Church 

A CHOIR which formed during the said: “Rehearsals are always fun. An- choir has carried out performances for 
Second World War is on the look out yone who likes to sing and can hold a local charities. 

for new members. Willenhall Sing- tune will be warmly welcomed.” During its annual charity concert in 

ers rehearse each Monday evening at The group was formed in 1944 by November in the Sneyd Community 
Portobello Methodist Church in New employees of the Yale & Towne com- Association, the choir raised £2,220 for 
Street, Willenhall. pany, and was initially named the Alzheimers Dementia Support. For de- 

Members are particularly keen for Yale and Towne Choir. It later became tails, visit www.willenhallsingers.org, 
younger people to join so to ‘preserve known as the Willenhall Musical Soci- email willenhallsingers@virginmedia. 
the British choral tradition’, said ety, before changing its current name com, call Pat on 01902 634522 or Jus- 
member Margaret O’Callaghan. She to Willenhall Singers. Since 1993 the tine on 07913128198. 


New chairman for NHS trust 

A NEW chairman has been appointed Mr Turner was born and educated of delivering high quality mental 
at Dudley and Walsall Mental Health in the Black Country and his profes- health services. 

Partnership NHS Trust. sional career has been spent in the “I am looking forward to spending 

Ben Reid, who joined the Trust in hospitality sector, managing a range of time meeting and listening to staff and 
April 2016, is stepping down to take up hotel groups, golf courses and leisure working with our partners to build on 
the chairman role at The Shrewsbury clubs. He has also held a number of our success to date and to continue de- 
and Telford Hospitals NHS Trust. board level positions in the NHS, most veloping outstanding and sustainable 
Harry Turner, one of Dudley and recently as chair of Worcestershire services for the population we serve.” 
Walsall NHS Trust’s current non-ex- Acute Hospitals NHS Trust. Mr Turner’s term will run until 

ecutive directors and vice-chair, will Mr Turner said: “As a member of March 31, 2019 and he will receive a 
take over the top job from February 1. the board I recognise the importance remuneration of £30,000 per annum. 





Voices raised for new singers plea 
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Garage Doorsw 


ABS/uPVC DOORS 




from 


! 




Made from a tough yet flexible material commonly used to make car bumpers, so 
when it’s knocked, the door panel flexes then bounces back as good as new. Fully 
bonded steel stiffeners at the rear of all ABS doors reinforce the panel and help 
protect against forced entry. 

If you are looking for a garage door that’s going to withstand the knocks and bumps 
of family life, you need look no further than ABS. 


N 


/FITTING SERVICE / METAL, TIMBER, GRP, uPVC 
/MADE TO MEASURE /ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 OQH 



" All styles and materials available:- 

Roller, Up & Over, Sectional and Side hinged 

Call for further information 






• Impact and dent resistant 
ABS panels 

• Easy clean finish simply 
wiped down with a soft cloth 
and warm water 

• Matches PVCu windows 
and doors 

• Low maintenance finish 

• Strong lightweight 
construction weighing less 
than 2/3 of a traditional steel 
door 

• UV fast low gloss 
brilliant white finish 
guaranteed for 10 years 






Ste 1 


. ft* aaa ft* «i apa www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 
L' vIIavw sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk m 


INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 






















































































waves of public support 
for Living water cafe 


A VOLUNTEER-RUN cafe in 
Walsall that was badly dam¬ 
aged in an attempted ram 
raid has been inundated with 
public support. 

Volunteers at Living Water 
Christian Cafe left pens and cards 
outside the shop in Willenhall and 
invited the public to write mes¬ 
sages of goodwill on the boards 
that covered up the damage. 

It follows an attempted ram raid of 
the cafe on Stafford Street on Decem¬ 
ber 27 where a car drove through the 
front and left the doors badly dam¬ 
aged, but nothing was stolen. 

They reopened shortly after and 30 
notes now decorate the boards with 
empowering messages to ensure vol¬ 
unteers stay positive. 

One of them read: “You are lovely 
people and do great work. 

“You will come through this 
stronger!” 

Amazed 

Another said: “We love Living Water 
and think these things will always 
have a bright side. It will turn out well 
in the end. Be happy.” 

Manager Mandy Lehmann, aged 
52, said: “We were amazed at the re¬ 
sponse. 

“We felt we were doing a good job 
within the town and that really con¬ 
firmed it for us. 



Members of the public seen outside the premises’ boarded up frontage 


“We are doing more than just being 
a coffee shop service, we are connect¬ 
ing with others in the town. We were 
really quite chuffed. 

“We want to convey our thanks for 
the support we have received. 

“It was not a good thing that hap¬ 
pened but there has been a lot of good 
to come from it - we are really seeing 
the community come together.” 


The incident followed a ram raid 
at the Spar on Wolverhampton Road 
West, Bentley, on Boxing Day. 

She added: “There has been a lot 
happening in Willenhall of late, we 
were mindful other businesses had 
been affected. 

“We have said if anyone is feeling 
down with it all, we are here to have a 
chat and provide coffee. 


“We had people expressing concern 
so it was good to speak and listen to 
them.” 

The cafe, run entirely by volunteers, 
opened up two years ago, providing 
and support to a variety of people in 
need. 

Thy are currently waiting for a 
quote in order to begin work on a new 
shop front. 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

O. _ www.glideandslide.co.uk 

UDE OLIDE Te| . 01543 679202 

QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 



• Made to order, with a large choice of 
colours and finishes 

• Delivery direct to home or site 



www.glideandslide.co.uk 



Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 
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• Free Parking 

• Take away today 

• Open 7 days a week 

• Hundreds of products in stock 


CrazyPriceBeds 

Great design without the designer price tag ! 


Kids Beds • 
Storage Beds • 
Divans e 
Designer Beds • 



Open Mon-Sat: 10:00-5:00 Sun: 11:00 - 4:00 


Find Us : Beecham Business Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall, WS9 8TZ 
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Kensington Chunky Oak Range 


Zenn 100% Solid Oak Collection 


Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit our BSSMs hon: handcraftedfurnitureuk 
Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS119XG 
Tel: 01543 379888 Email: britanniap@aol.com 

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 

www.britanniapine.co.uk 


Fire crews battle blaze 
at closed down shop 



The shop and home on West Bromwich Street in Walsall, after the blaze 


AROUND 35 firefighters bat¬ 
tled a blaze for two hours 
after a two storey building 
went up in flames. 

Seven fire engines were in at¬ 
tendance at the shop and home on 
West Bromwich Street in Walsall 
which caught fire last Monday. 

Images show the inside of the shop 
along with the front has been black¬ 
ened in the aftermath of the fire and 
the sign is unrecognisable. 

West Midlands Fire Service was 
called to the scene at 8pm and had the 
fire under control by 10.30, by which 
point most of the crews left. 

The bottom floor of the building was 
a superstore called Apna Bazar which 
is permanently closed, according to 
Google, and the first floor is accommo¬ 
dation. No-one was injured in the inci¬ 
dent and it is not known what caused 
the fire. 

Breathing 

When firefighters arrived to put 
out the blaze, they saw smoke com¬ 
ing through the closed shutters and 
opened it to gain access. 

They used breathing apparatus and 
four hose reel jets to put out the fire 
along with two covering jets. 

A West Midland Fire Service spokes¬ 
man said: “We got a 999 call at 8pm 
yesterday evening for a severe fire at 
West Bromwich Street in Walsall. 

“At the height of the incident seven 
fire engines were in attendance which 
is roughly 35 firefighters. 

“There was a large amount of smoke 
coming from shutter doors of the shop. 
Shortly after they gained entry we did 
the standard procedure for a big fire by 
breaking it into sectors.” 

Crews could still be seen at the scene 
throughout the day on the Tuesday to 


make sure the scene was safe while 
work was done to isolate the electrics 
and prevent gas leaks. 

He added: “We were still at the 
scene working with the electricity 
board to get the electrics isolated in 


the afternoon. We took gas readings 
and there was still gas present so we 
were trying to make sure there were 
no further leaks.” The fire investi¬ 
gation team were trying to establish 
what caused the blaze. 


WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 


furniture 



NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN I Opening times: Mon - Fri: 9am - 8pm I Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun: 10am - 4pm 

Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 























Capture wildlife for 
charity calendar 



Jon Owen, press and social media officer at Stafford¬ 
shire Wildlife Trust with this year’s calendar 


PHOTOGRAPHERS of birds, bees, bushes and trees have 
been invited to enter a competition to make up next year’s 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust calendar. 

The trust will select the best 12 wildlife and landscape 
photographs that are submitted to make up their calendar 
for 2019 which will go on sale later this year and winners 
will get a free copy. 

Photographs can be anything from wildlife in back gar¬ 
dens to the countryside around the county but they must 
reflect a variety of seasons to be suitable for each month. 

This year’s calendar is made up of photographs of birds, 
deer, ladybugs, dragonflies and landscape shots. 

Each photograph has to be landscape and the last day to 
enter a submission is April 27. 

Jon Owen, press and social media officer at Staffordshire 
Wildlife Trust, set up the competition and the proceeds of 
the calendar will go towards supporting the trust. 

To enter, a form and email address can be found at www. 
staffs-wildlife.org.uk/photographycomp 

Coldest UK 
night for 
two years 
in icy blast 


THE UK suffered its coldest night in near¬ 
ly two years as snow returned to the Black 
Country and Staffordshire at the weekend. 

Temperatures plummeted overnight on Saturday, 
with a low of -13.5C (7.7F) recorded in the Highland 
village of Dalwhinnie, while freezing temperatures 


were recorded across the i 

The weather also 
prompted a series of flood 
warnings to be issued across 
the UK. 

In the West Midlands a 
yellow weather warning of 
snow and ice was in place 
from 6am on Sunday morn¬ 
ing until 6pm the same day, 
although the region escaped 
relatively unscathed. 

Drivers were warned to 
take extra care on the roads 
and leave extra time for 
their journeys. The region 
saw nowhere near the same 
disruption as it did last 
month, but there were still 
a number of crashes and 
buses having to be diverted 
due to unsafe roads. 

In Cannock, police had 
to be called not long after 
snow started falling in the 
town after a grey Seat lost 


ULLllLl^y. 

ByJackAverty 

its front bumper in a crash. 
No-one was injured but of¬ 
ficers had to remind drivers 
to take extra care with the 
snow making conditions 
‘quite hazardous’. 

Elsewhere in the country 
Glasgow Airport was tempo¬ 
rarily closed on Sunday so 
the runway could be cleared 
following heavy snow. 

North Wales Police also 
warned of poor conditions 
on the roads due to snow 
and ice, particularly on 
routes in Snowdonia. 

Meanwhile, the Mountain 
Road was closed on the Isle 
of Man due to snow. There 
was also flooding in parts of 
the country, which the West 
Midlands managed to avoid. 
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NEW TO STORE - ORTHO CHAIRS 



1 







I 
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Recliner chairs from £299 Wonderfully comfortable 

t v M SIT! 




) 


Vs 


SNOOZE! 

RELAX! 


w. 



Riser Recliners* 

Lift your feet and recline 
you to relax. 



SALE MUST END SOON 


Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE 
FREEPHONE 0800 1975419 

Visit our new website: www.wsfurnishings.co.uk 

Open Hours: Monday - Saturday 10.00am-5.00pm, Sunday 11 - 5pm 

FREE PARKING ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 
Number of buses are: No. 5, 60, 70, 38A All above buses stop outside our store 


FREE 

PARKING 

AREA 
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IS 

to announce 
that applications are 
now being accepted for 


An Information Evening will be held on 31 January 2018. 

Join us at 6pm to meet with Course Subject Leaders, followed by a 
presentation and a tour of the Academy at 7pm. 


WEAR 2! 


from on\y 


£ 19 ** 


YOUR LOCAL STORE 



WALSALL 

Unit 2, 

153-159 Bridgeman St 
Walsall 
WS2 9NP 
Tel: 01922 635301 


Direct 



WHERE SPECS COST LESS 


T&C’s apply. FREE scratch-resistant lenses available on any 
of our frames with this ad. Photocopies and photographs of the 
ad are also accepted. Only 1 redemption per customer. 


School committed to raising 
the aspirations of students 



Students are aware of the vast variety of post-18 options available to them 


Commercial feature 

Walsall Academy is a heavily over¬ 
subscribed and high achieving 
school, which is committed to raising 
the aspirations of its students. 

The academy is extremely proud of 
its 100 per cent pass rate and average 
grades for Year 13 students, which 
places it favourably amongst the top 
performing schools in the local area. 

A significant number of students 
applied to Oxbridge this year and were 
invited to interview, with one receiving 
an offer to read medicine. 

Whilst 75 per cent of students 
continue to Higher Education, many 
of whom are from less-advantaged 
backgrounds, all students are 
equipped with the knowledge and 
understanding of the vast variety of 
post-18 options available to them. 

Potential 

In the last five years, the school has 
engaged with over 700 local business 
and industry leaders and has been 
working closely with over 200 in the 
last academic year alone. A prestigious 
Arkwright Scholarship was awarded 
to one student, who has shown 
great potential as a future leader in 
engineering. 

The compulsory two-week work 
placement at the end of Year 12 is a 
highlight of the first year of sixth form 
and for many leads to regular work 
experience thereafter. 

This is complemented by Higher 
Education and Employers Fairs at 
the academy, practice interviews 
with advice on CV writing and also 


apprenticeship assessment day 
training. 

This array of tools is vital in informing 
students’ career choices and ensuring 
that they have the necessary skills to be 
successful and happy in the next stage 
of their lives. 

It is always a great delight for the 
school to regularly welcome back 


alumni, amongst other specialists, to 
give presentations, run workshops 
and inspire current students to be the 
greatest that they can be. 

A spokesman said: “At Walsall 
Academy we expect the best, the very 
best of our staff and students and pride 
ourselves on being a different choice 
of school.” 


Black Angus 

Topside/Silverside £1.99lb 
Sirloin Steak 

Rib Eye Steak > 61b for £20 
Rump Steak J 

Plus Great Reductions on every cut! 


m j 


Edmund Howdle 

Quality meat 

est. 1935 

38 High Street, Clayhanger, Brownhills WS8 7EA 

Tei: 01543 375046 / 377625 

All Major Debit & Credit Cards Accepted 

Visit www.edmundhowdle.co.uk for a full price list & offers 

ggfi Like us on Facebook 


















M-way delays after car 
hits central reservation 

THE M6 had to be closed on Sunday morning after a car 
smashed into the central reservation. 

The popular motorway was closed southbound between 
Junction 10, for Walsall and Wolverhampton, and Junction 
9, for Wednesbury from around 6.30am until 8am. 

However drivers are still being urged to avoid that 
stretch with two lanes still blocked while Highways Eng¬ 
land carry out barrier repairs and treatment for the spill¬ 
age. The lane closures are expected to be in place for most 
of the day. The driver of the red car, which was left com¬ 
pletely mangled, suffered minor injuries and was arrested 
after failing a roadside breath test. 


Motorist 
ploughed 
into elderly 
pedestrian 


AN impatient motorist caused the death of 
an elderly pedestrian after ploughing into her 
as he tried to cut the corner at a busy Walsall 
junction, a court heard. 

Jamie Platt, aged 27, shot off at traffic lights at 
the junction of Bloxwich Road and Leamore Lane, 
swerving right to beat oncoming traffic. 


But as he turned he hit 
88-year-old Mavis Storey 
who was thrown into the 
air by the impact, landing 
at the side of the road a few 
feet away. The pensioner 
was just yards from her 
home. 

The original charge of 
causing death by danger¬ 
ous driving was dropped 
after CCTV footage failed to 
prove he moved away when 
the lights showed amber. 

Platt, of Halford Cres¬ 
cent, Coalpool, pleaded 
guilty to an alternative 
charge of causing death by 
careless driving when he ap¬ 
peared at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court. Mr Robert 
Price, prosecuting, said it 
was initially thought that 
the lights were on amber 
when Platt drove off in his 
a silver-coloured VW Golf in 
August 13, 2016. 

But a ‘more refined’ ex¬ 
amination of the CCTV film 
by an accident reconstruc¬ 
tion expert revealed the 
lights ‘may well have been 
on green’. However in the 
course of turning right into 
Bloxwich Road he deliber¬ 
ately cut the corner and was 
driving on the wrong side 



Mavis Storey, aged 88 

of the road for a short time 
when he came into contact 
with Mavis Storey, which 
tragically resulted in her 
death,” said Mr Price. 

Judge John Wait, sitting 
as a Deputy Circuit Judge, 
adjourned the case for a 
pre-sentence report to be 
prepared. 

Following the accident, 
Mrs Storey was taken to the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
in Harborne, Birmingham, 
with critical injuries but was 
pronounced dead later that 
day. Platt, whose bail was 
continued, will next appear 
at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on February 12 for 
sentencing. 



Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 

The Winter Sale offer is now in its final week at Cousins. 

There's huge reductions throughout all departments, 
sofas, dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, 
homewares and much more. 

At Cousins we've got a really 
big store full of CittCe iwvmferi... 


£1499 


REVOLVER LEATHER SWIVEL CHAISE SOFA 
Was £2239 | SAVE £730 


Parker Knoll 


I HALO In i n 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. Bll 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


ousins 


Established 1985 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. 
No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27. Total amount payable £324. 0% APR Representative. Subject to 
status. Written details on request. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours 
shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 04.02.18. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store 
concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise. 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 
LARGE STOCKS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


PRICE 

PROMISE 
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Terracotta Warriors 

in Liverpool 

Departing Sunday 18 Mar 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ Entrance to the Terracotta Warriors exhibition 
at the World Museum, Liverpool 


Edinburgh 

& the Firth of Forth Railway 

Departing Sunday 22 Apr 

from Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Bruce Hotel, East Kilbride 

✓ Heritage train journey on the Bo’ness & Kinneil 
Railway 

✓ Falkirk Wheel boat trip 

✓ Excursions to Edinburgh, Loch Lomond & the 
Falkirk Wheel 


2 Days 

by Coach 


5 Days 

by Coach 


Coach package holidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

or visit online at: justgoholidays.com/RT minutes package 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


Super centenarian Pia 
celebrates milestone 



Pia Thomas, 100, with her children Emma Brewer, 58, Frieda Thomas, 
67, Malcolm Thomas, 62, Maxine Coslette, 68, and Edward Thomas, 63 


A young Pia and Ted, in his civvies, seen 
in Italy after the Second World War 


A GREAT-grandmother cel¬ 
ebrated her 100th birthday 
surrounded by her family and 
friends. 

Three generations of one family 
gathered to celebrate Pia Thom¬ 
as’s big day recently, including 
one daughter who flew in from It¬ 
aly to see her. 

To celebrate the day, the centenar¬ 
ian with a colourful past enjoyed tunes 
from a live musician, food and dancing 
at Harpers Villas Care Centre where 
she has been for the last nine years. 

She received gifts from her family 
including flowers and a portrait of 
her and her husband when they were 
young along with a letter from the 
Queen. She has lived in Walsall since 
travelling on her own to England in 


1946 but was born on January 18 in 
1918 in Italy. 

Mrs Thomas had five sisters, four of 
whom lived into their 90s, and lived in 
Italy until she met her husband Ted 
Thomas, a sergeant in the Royal Ma¬ 
rines, towards the end of the Second 
World War when he was stationed 
near her home. 

The two got married on December 
15, 1945 in Italy before moving to 
England a year later when they lived 
in Rushall, Walsall before moving to 
Bloxwich. 

Mr Thomas ran a furniture store in 
Leamore while she took care of their 
five children - three girls and two boys. 

Her husband sadly passed away in 
1984 but she has lived on to see her 
nine grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren grow up. 

Manager Annette Millard said: “It 


was a gorgeous day, all the staff were 
here dancing and singing happy birth¬ 
day and we had a big banner made for 
her. All the residents joined in as well 
along with her family who were visit¬ 
ing who brought presents and flowers 
for her. 

“Pia enjoyed it. She suffers with 
Alzheimers and does sleep a lot now 
but she knew something was going on 
and enjoyed the attention. She par¬ 
ticularly enjoyed the performer, Paulo 
Pinto, who has been performing here 
for years. 

“As her Alzheimers has developed, 
she has regressed into talking Italian 
all the time but Paulo speaks Italian 
so they chat and are good friends. The 
way Pia is going she will be here next 
year to celebrate another birthday.” 

It is the second 100th birthday cele¬ 
brated at the home. 


MASSIVE 

CLEARANCE 

EVENT 


UP TO 80% OFF. BIG BRANDS 





Lined Parka 

• Black, navy & khaki 

• Sizes 10 to 22 




Kitelite Four Wheel 
Eva Luggage 

• Available in black, orange & grey 

■ l—l ■ » 


24* I £ 34< 


WAS £49.99 

RRP £129.99 



Kharkov Dining Table and 6 Chairs 



• Self assembly 

• Black and white available 


12 Piece Manhattan Dinner Set 


4 dinner plates 
4 side plates 
4 cereal bowls 



25% OFF M ARBELLA RUGS 


25% 


OFF FLANNELETTE SHEETS & SETS 



Pole Vac 

• 22.2v 

• Lightweight cordless 
pole vacuum 

• Bagless 

• Full charging time 5 hours 

• Includes brush head, 
charger and 
accesories pack 


Bradford Mall, The Saddler Centre, Walsall WS1 1YS 
tjhughes.co.uk e&oe 


TJ HUGHES 

The Discount Department Store 


















































33 Queen Elizabeth Avenue Bentley 
Walsall WS2 0BD 01922 646628 

www bentleyflorist co uk 


SHORT HEATH 


TYRE SALES 






mm 


. 


I For All Your Tyre Needs f 

^ COMPE^-IVE PRICES! ^ 
infer, formerley of Malvern Tyres 

C/0 Dale Ratledge Motor Services, 

Unit 1, Arrow Industrial Estate, Straight Road, Willenhall WV12 5AE 

01922 475563 


/////////////////////////^ 


SYDNEY WATTS MEGA MEAT SALE 

STARTS THURSDAY 25TH JANUARY ENDS SATURDAY 27TH JANUARY 5PM 


Sydney Watts, 26 Market Place, Willenhall WV13 2AA • 01902 602224 


We take pride in our ability to 
provide beautiful flower arrangements 
for every occasion, tailored to your 
requirements... 


4 X HORSl 
SHOE 
GAMMON 
STEAKS 


4LB 

BELLY 

DRAFT 


£ 5.00 


r 800G ^ 
PACK SHORT 
BACK 
^BACON 


8 LARGE 
CHICKEN 
FILLET 


£ 9.99 


£ 2.00 


Bentley 




SHODT HEATH (OanJtcd (pAadke 


NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Emergencies seen 
the same day 
Examination to 
include scale & polish 

£18.50 

You may be eligible for 
free treatment if you are in 
receipt of certain benefits, 
if you have had a baby in 
the last year, if you are 18 


• Open daily 8.00am - 5pm 

• 2 Female dentists - Mrs Jane 
Owen & Mrs Stefka Ivanova 

• Tooth Whitening 

• New patients welcome 

• Cosmetic Dentistry - get the 
smile you always dreamed of 

• Implants - replace those 
missing teeth permanently 

• Denture Repairs 

• Sports Mouth Guards 

• White Fillings 

• Braces 

• Crowns, Bridges & Dentures 


Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 


£150 


2A Oaken Drive, 
Willenhall WV12 5NU 

01922 478 893 

Appointments Available Immediately! 
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Furniture 


Open Monday to Saturday 
4 • TEL: 01922 711177 

1 %l cJTi v)ll www.fumiturenation.co.uk 


B espoke 



SOLID 
WOOD 

kitcReps^l 

ft 

made-I, \ ' - 

ti 



Painted Wooden Kitchens 
Made to size 


Oak TV Cabinets 
from £189 


Oak & Painted 
Shabby Chic 
Furniture from £99 


WE ARE HERE 


WE CAN MAKE FURNITURE TO YOUR SIZES! 


UNIT 3, ARROW 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
STRAIGHT ROAD, 
WILLENHALL, 
WEST MIDLANDS, 
WV12 5AE 


free 
delivery - 
25% OFF 
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Free Comprehensive training. 

We provide lunch & resources. Free Enhanced 
DBS check, travel expenses to/from the 
course. Guaranteed placement after 
successful completion of our Volunteer Course. 


1 full week course 
(9:30-2:30) starting 
Monday 5th February 2018 at 
Home Start Walsall 
Contact us now for more 
information or to book your place 
on one of the courses 
Phone: 01922 647018 or Email: 
admin@homestartwalsall.org.uk 


Do you have 2-3 hours each week 
to help a family experiencing 
stress or difficulties and who 
have at least one child under 5? 
You can make a real difference 
to a family living in your area in 
a variety of ways (for which life 
experience is your greatest asset). 
Home-Start Walsall volunteers 
can also attend optional 
ongoing training in First Aid and 
Parenting Programmes 


Good listeners 
needed- 

volunteer to offer 
practical and 
emotional support 
to families in their 
own home or out and 
about. To reassure 
them and increase 
their confidence in 
learning & playing with 
their children; making 
healthy choices and 
their social interaction. 

To help them improve 
relationships and 
reduce stress and 
difficulties. 



European Union 


Make a difference by helping 
parents give their children the 
best possible start in life and 
at the same time enhance 
your CV, widen your networks 
& opportunities and achieve 



ss®, 

Savr 


Bathroorru 



Come and see our large showroom 


CALL NOW ON 01922 407778 

4 Ezekiel Lane, Short Heath, Willenhall. WV12 5QU 



F I RM CA R E 
MOBILITY 

Stannah 


DEMO CENTRE 


sales@firmcaremobility.co.uk i 
www.firmcaremobility.co.uk 
Firmcare Mobility: ■ ' 

Day Street, Walsall WS2 8EJ 

Tel: 01922 628222 
or 0845 2710450 



RiJ 

WINT&R Of* 

;e & Recliner Chair froi 
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Large FREE customer car park 
available at our new premises 

• Bath Lifts • Wide Fitting Shoes 

• Batteries Supplied & Fitted • Living Aids 

• Furniture • Wheel Chairs • Scooters 

• Repairs & Service • Continence Care Products 

• Riser Recliner Chairs & Beds 

• Fast Install on Stannah Stairlifts 




Furniture Nation 


Furniture Nation (Petals) are a 
small family run business with their 
showroom and factory based in the 
West Midlands area. They have been 
trading since 1998 and selling online 
since 2001. 

They offer a made to measure 
service on pine kitchens. Importing 
an extensive range of oak and solid 
wood products to keep up with 
demands for changing designs in 
furniture. Being manufacturers they 
are very thorough in checking through 
the quality of the furniture they 
import. They are sure that the ranges 
they supply are the best for quality 
and price around at the moment. 



About Brett Quinton 
Funeral Directors 


Our family have been funeral directors 
for 2 generations now. With over 30 
years experience now, as ever, Brett 
Quinton Funeral Directors provide 
comfort, support and professional 
guidance at every step of the way. 

We are pleased to be able to provide 
a wide range of services to suit each 
personal taste and budget, from 
simple and elegant to elaborate 
and unique, including eco-friendly, 
green and woodland burials. It is 
our mission to provide you and your 
family with personal and meaningful 
funeral arrangements to enable you 
to pay tribute to your loved one. 


Our staff will support and guide you 
in creating an exceptional service, 
allowing family and friends to come 
together, to honour to support each 
other and to celebrate a life that has 
been lived. We are experienced and 
practised in arranging services for all 
religious denominations and beliefs, 
as well as secular ceremonies, and 
aim to provide all our clients with 
a respectful and bespoke service. 
Throughout our time serving the 
community, we have always tried to 
uphold the traditions of those have 
that have passed before us, but have 
never been slow to recognise the 
need for change and act upon it. 


Muddy Pig Butchers 


MP Butchers has been based 
in Willenhall for over 100 years, 
establishing a strong link with the 
local area and its many customers 
over the years. As a third generation, 
family run business, they use all of 
their experience to create the same 
high quality products whilst providing 
the excellent customer service you 
expect. 

All of their meat is fresh and locally 
sourced. By supporting British meat, 
they can ensure a high level of quality 
is always supplied. 

They combine their excellent produce 
with traditional butchery skills, 
creating something incredibly special. 
One of their specialities are 
homemade sausages manufactured 
on site they can ensure every single 
item they create is delicious. M.P. 
Butchers make homemade sausages 
and burgers in a variety of flavours. 
Their own dry cured bacon, cured 
and dried on the premises to ensure a 
full flavour, with no added water, so all 


you have in the pan is 100% bacon. 
They are also well known for 
supplying quality Cafes and Bistros 
around the area with their handmade 
bacon and sausages, along with top 
grade fresh meat. 



Firmcare 


Here at Firmcare we pride ourselves 
in offering a great customer 
experience. We are a long established 
family owned business, with two 
showrooms in the Walsall Area, with 
knowledgeable and friendly staff. 
Whether you are looking for an aid 
daily living or a more technical item 
such as a Stairlift, Mobility Scooter 
or Rise & Recline Furniture and 
Electric Adjustable Beds. As a small 
company we can offer the flexibility 
and competitive prices. We are able 
to service and repair all types of 
mobility equipment too. Pop in store 
today and a member of our team will 
be happy to assist you 


ALL LOCAL MEATS 


Large selection of handmade sausages 
All now 21b for £2.99 

LOCAL SHROPSHIRE LAMB 
ORCHARD FARM LOCAL ENGLISH PORK 
LOCAL SHIRE MEADOW ENGLISH BEEF 
OUR OWN DRY CURED BACON 

NOW STOCKING A FULL RANGE OF LOCAL MEAT PIES AND PASTIES 

FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE OUR NEW 
WEBSITE AT WWW.MUDDYPIG.CO.UK 
Yorkshire Grain Fed Poultry 
VACUUM PACKING FACILITY AVAILABLE 


Established over 100 years 
29 Cross Street, Willenhall WV13 IPG 
Telephone 01902 606541 


J 


^umion bimetal/ % 

incorparating Lasting memorials 

• c ?{o^secl/uium • 24 Service/ 

Specialists/ • Speciabsl tailored/ 

• ( 2PrC'-paid/ ^iamcmI ^lans/ funerals/ aAMulaltle 

The Courtyard 1 Riley Street, Willenhall, WV13 1RH 




Tel: 01902 602686 















































































Hot food plan 
is given the 
green light 
despite yobs 

A PLAN to turn a Grade II listed 
building into a hot food takeaway has 
been given the green light despite 
concerns over anti-social behaviour. 

Walsall Council approved the plans 
for the business at 29 Bradford Street 
in Walsall even though councillors re¬ 
jected similar plans in 2010 due to the 
fact they feared it would potentially 
increase crime in the area. 

Councillors on the planning com¬ 
mittee at the time also said that it 
would be an obstacle in their aim to 
increase the attractiveness of the 
area. 

It follows a brawl across the road 
at UNIT nightclub in Bradford Place 
in December when a 20-year-old man 
was stabbed. 

Town centre councillor Aftab 
Nawaz said: “I do not think it is 
likely to increase anti-social behav¬ 
iour in the area. All of this gets taken 
into consideration and it was recom¬ 
mended for approval. 

Safe 

“My own view is that what hap¬ 
pened in the town centre is unaccept¬ 
able and regrettable however what we 
have to understand is that it is an iso¬ 
lated incident and we should not stop 
businesses from running just because 
of a couple of regrettable incidents. 

“The town is still running and in 
my view it is a safe place for people 
to come and enjoy themselves as well 
as take advantage of the hot food 
places.” 

The Grade II listed building dates 
backs to the 1830s and were con¬ 
structed by John Eglington on land 
he bought in 1832. 

It is a couple of doors down from 
Belsize House where there is a mu¬ 
seum dedicated to Walsall author, Je¬ 
rome K Jerome in the same building 
he was born. 


Revenge was the spur for video on canal path which led to violence 

Molotov cocktail threat 
man jailed for 30 months 


James may offer business advice 



HE used to present his ideas to the 
likes of business mogul Lord Alan Sug¬ 
ar and co. 

But now a BBC star has had to get 
used to trying to impress a whole new 
audience - the pupils of Grace Acad¬ 
emy in Darlaston. 

Apprentice ace James White, who 
was joint winner of the show with 
Sarah Lynn in 2017, delivered ‘inspir¬ 
ing’ workshops to a host of students. 

The Birmingham entrepreneur also 
gave a Q&A session to the year 10, 12, 
and 13 students who took the opportu¬ 
nity to ‘grill’ the 26-year-old. 

A statement from the academy said: 
“What a privilege to have one of the 
BBC Apprentice’s most recent win¬ 
ners, James White, with us, delivering 
inspiring workshops and Q&A sessions 
to our Year 10, 12, and 13 students. 

“Students had the chance to grill 
James about his ambitions, challenges 
and experiences in business, and glean 
some valuable insight into what it 
takes to be successful in the working 
world.” 

Following the win on December 
17, James has been busy running his 
recruitment firm Right Time Recruit¬ 
ment based in Aston Cross, Birming¬ 
ham. 

The firm Right Time Recruitment, 
which began in 2016, focuses on the 
UK’s IT and infrastructure profes¬ 
sionals and looks to help candidates 
achieve the right career move. 


A MAN has been jailed after filming himself throwing a light¬ 
ed Molotov cocktail and threatening to damage property, 
then posting the footage on Facebook. Amos Price, from 
Walsall, decided to ‘take revenge’ following months on the 
run from a drug dealer to whom he owed £2,000, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court heard. 

On the video film, he can be seen dramatically lighting the home¬ 
made petrol bomb standing on a canal towpath and smashing it on the 
ground where it exploded, shouting “I’ll burn you out.” 


He continues to make foul-mouthed 
threats against the dealer and his fam¬ 
ily, claiming he was owed money, not 
the other way around, said Mr Tariq 
Shakoor, prosecuting. 

Earlier the 28-year-old had gone 
to a house in Valley Road, Bloxwich, 
where two of the dealer’s alleged run¬ 
ners were said to live, holding a brick 
in either hand. 

Price banged on the window, shout¬ 
ing aggressively and pointing at one of 
the men. 

When a family member ran to lock 
the front door, Price hurled one of the 
bricks through a glass plane in the liv¬ 
ing room window and minutes later, 
lobbed the other through a second 
window pane. 

Struggle 

He then picked up a mountain bike 
on the drive, prompting one of the 
men to go outside to try to wrestle it 
off him. 

But in the struggle, Price swung the 
bike around and hit the other man on 
the head. 

The violence only came to an end 
when the victim’s mother said she was 
phoning the police. 


By David Cosgrove 


Following the two incidents on May 
16 last year, the drug dealer became 
aware of the threats on Facebook and 
went looking for Price, inviting him to 
a ‘fair fight’ to put the matter to rest. 

But his initial anger subsided, said 
Mr Shakoor. 

The court heard that Price had re¬ 
turned from several months in hiding 
in Derby and was either drunk or high 
on drugs on the day of the offences. 

He had previous convictions for vi¬ 
olence, including an assault causing 
actual bodily harm in 2014 for which 
was sentenced to 34 months in prison. 

Mr Chris O’Gorman, defending, 
said: “The events of that day were an 
attempt to get his revenge in first, and 
to make it clear he wasn’t going to 
keep running from them. 

“It was a show of strength so they 
would leave him alone.” 

Price, of Leckie Road, Walsall, who 
pleaded guilty to common assault, 
criminal damage and attempting to 
damage or destroy property, was jailed 
for 30 months. 
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your local family run discount carpet store 

Visit your local Carpets Direct 2U 
stores at 4 convenient locations 

This is what customers say... 

“Fantastic carpet shop” - Louise R 
“Great quality carpet” - Clare S 

“Excellent service, excellent fitting, friendly staff” - Suzanne W 


1000’s of 
room sized 
carpets & vinyls 
up to 50% off 




thebestof.co.uk/walsall 


©S^gEoninjLfljQg) 


RU©S DIRECT 

Walsall's premier rug stockist! 

___ Visit our 24 hour online ftotw 

0W www.rugsdlrect2u.co.uk 

Visit the huge showroom at our Pei sail 
store for a vast selection of rugs 




emal enquires, infottrugsdirect2u.oo.ufc 




29 HIGH STREET, 
PELSALL, WALSALL 
WS3 4 LX 
OPEN 6 DAYS 
MON-SAT 9AM - 5PM 
TEL: 01922 691555 


rn| 


OLEHLTI 


«r 

countdown 


Quidco © 


UNITS 1+2 NORTON CANES 
BUSINESS PARK, 
NORTON GREEN LANE 
WS11 9SS 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
MON-SAT 

TEL: 01543 277775 




1 ANCHOR ROAD, 
ALDRIDGE, WALSALL 
WS9 8PT 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
MON-SAT 9AM - 5PM 
SUN 10AM -4PM 
TEL: 01922 456457 


1000’s of quality 
rugs to choose from 


Free measuring 
service, no obligation, 
professional fitting 
service 


10 CANNOCK ROAD, 
BURNTWOOD 
WS7 OBJ 
OPEN 6 DAYS 
MON-SAT 9AM - 5PM 
TEL: 01543 672025 


1000’s of room size 
remnants 
to take 
away 
today 


www.carpetsdirect2u.co.uk 


twitter.com/ 

carpetsdirect2u 


www.facebook.com/ 

carpetsdirect2u 
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Midland Boilers 

Where Reputation Matters 


A 

safe 


Special Offer 

New Boiler fully fitted from £999 with a 
minimum 6 year warranty 


We fit the same boilers as British Gas 
We offer the same warranties as British Gas 
We are on average 40% cheaper than British Gas 
So why pay more than you need to with British Gas? 

Boiler prices: 

Worcesters from £1450 
Vaillants from £1399 
Baxi’s from £1299 
Ideals from £1199 

Terms and conditions: prices subject to survey and 
availability. All prices are based on a like for like basis 
and include a standard flue and wireless thermostat. 


HVi3iknt 


SERVICES 
Boiler Upgrades 
Fault finding 
Breakdown 
Call outs 
Full systems 
Conversions 
No job too small 


t: 0800 634 5616 

All Major 

Credit Cards 

Accepted ■■ - - 

e: info@midlandboilers.co.uk w 

ww.midlandboilers.co.uk 

| * . i ■. ■ - 

GO At! 

THE ONLY READ FOR 
REAL FANS 

EVERY MONDAY 


Ex-pole dancer and model in 
suicide pact jailed for 4 years 


A FORMER pole-dancer has 
been jailed for four years 
after entering a suicide pact 
with a Black Country post¬ 
man and leaving him to die 
alone. 

Natasha Gordon backed out of 
the agreement with 31-year-old 
Matthew Birkinshaw, from Wal¬ 
sall, on December 17, 2015, by 
getting out of his car before he 
killed himself. 

The ex-model was described dur¬ 
ing her trial as an ‘enthusiastic ad¬ 
vocate’ of suicide - attempting to 
arrange other pacts within hours of 
Mr Birkinshaw’s death. 

But after backing out and leaving 
him to die, Gordon did not tell police 
officers, who were just 450 metres 
away. 

Royal Mail employee Mr Bir¬ 
kinshaw was pronounced dead at 
7.24pm, just after he was found in 
his Fiat Punto at Rutland Water in 
Oakham, Rutland. 

Gordon, of Paston Ridings, Peter¬ 
borough, denied having any impact 
on Mr Birkinshaw’s decision to take 
his own life, but was convicted by 
a jury at Leicester Crown Court in 
December. 

Emotion 

Wearing a leopard-print coat and 
a white jumper, she showed no emo¬ 
tion as the judge ruled she could 
only pass an immediate custodial 
sentence. 

Addressing the 44-year-old, who 
was flanked by a security officer 
in the dock yesterday, Mrs Justice 
Cheema-Grubb said: “This was a se¬ 
rious case because Matthew Birkin¬ 
shaw actually took his own life after 
your encouragement. 



Former model Natash Gordon arrives at court 


31-year-old Matthew Birkinshaw, from Walsall 


“I have found you misled him 
into believing you were genuine and 
firmly intent on committing suicide 
with him, although you were not 
fully committed. 

“You were gripped by your 
self-centredness.” 

The judge accepted Mr Birkin¬ 
shaw would have more than likely 
taken his own life but said Gor¬ 
don had influenced his decision to 
commit suicide and the method he 
chose. 


Mr Birkinshaw’s mother, Marga¬ 
ret Birkinshaw, fought back tears 
as she read out her victim impact 
statement in court. 

She said: “It’s impossible to put 
into words the effect the loss of 
Matthew has had on our family. 

“He was everything to us and has 
left a space no-one else can ever 
fill.” 

Mrs Birkinshaw’s voice cracked 
as she said: “Matt was 31 when he 
died just one week before Christ¬ 


mas. His last words to me were 
‘Give me a hug mum, I’ll be back 
tomorrow’.” 

Summarising the case before sen¬ 
tence, prosecutor Mr Timothy Cray 
said: “She had a long-held desire to 
commit suicide and only she will 
know if she intended to go ahead 
with it.” 

Mr Ali Naseem Bajwa QC, de¬ 
fending, said: “The Crown conceded 
that the defendant Miss Gordon 
was suicidal.” 


GV GARAGE DOORS 

01922 447026 

07833 510100 


Garage Doors 

• Up & Over • Roller • Sectional • Electrical 

• Insulated • Roller Doors • Cladding 

• All aspects of Garage Doors 

• Any written quote beaten on price 

• Sales, Service, Repairs 

• Free NO OBLIGATION Quotes 

• 24 hour call out • Family Run Business 

Friendly service with excellent after sales service 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Quotat/on 


request your... 
free no obligation 
quotation today! 


Wicked 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Supply & Install 
Insulated Roller 
Doors £695 


Any quotes 
beaten on price 
guaranteed! 





7 

Facebook 

V 

r Gr. Doom 


Based on Gregory Maguire's acclaimed 1995 novel. Wicked re-imagines the land of Oz first created by L. Frank Baum in 1900. This 
multi award-winning stage musical is directed by Joe Mantello with music and lyrics by Stephen Schwartz and a book by Winnie 
Holzman. 

In this fantastic production, blond and popular Glinda forms an unlikely friendship with strange and misunderstood green girl 
Elphaba when they meet as sorcery students at Shiz University. After meeting the Wonderful Wizard of Oz their lives take different 
paths. Their adventures have extraordinary and unforeseen consequences which culminate in very different destinies. 

London Theatre Break 

2 Days by Coach - Matinee 

Departing Saturday 24 Mar 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Heathrow area 

✓ Wicked theatre ticket - Circle (matinee performance) 

✓ Free time in London 

- ★★★★★ 

2 Days ■■■ ■IH “A brillian t production “ 

by Coach ^Hl |^yj The Sunday Telegraph 




Also Available 


iaoie on this package and date 

2 Days } 2 Days 

by Coach by Coach 

£139 £149 



2 Days 
by Coach 

only 

£159 


Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible for the non-appearance of a particular actor/actress; no refunds will be given in this event. Whilst we always try to ensure that parties 
are seated together, very occasionally, it may be necessary for parties to be split. Couples are always seated together. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions 
excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


;'call: 03300 130 051 Quote OMRT 

omegabreaks.com/RT minutes packages oth 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 















































It’s a tough job but surrounded by the professional dancers and female stars Ore seemed to love hosting the tour 


Debbie's the darling of Strictly 


Strictly Come Dancing Live Tour-Arena Birmingham 

IT seemed fairly obvious who the favourite was as we 
walked into Arena Birmingham to take our seats for the 
Strictly Come Dancing Live Tour. 

“I can’t wait to see Debbie McGee,” said one. “ She’s so 
amazing,” cooed another. And the packed Arena seemed 
to echo that. When she did her first dance - the jive - the 
applause was deafening 

And, after topping the leader board level with the reign¬ 
ing TV series champion Joe McFadden, it was Debbie who 
walked off with the glitter ball. This 11th tour kicked off 
in Birmingham on Friday night in stunning fashion with 
golden palm trees and statues - supposed to be the danc¬ 
ing Oscars? Certainly the professional dancers in their gold 
skimpy outfits would grace any film set. 

The host, 2016 series winner Ore Oduba, came on to 
rapturous applause and introduced the professional danc¬ 
ers, including Amy Dowden from Dudley who runs a dance 
school with her fiance. 

Their performances were very impressive, as commented 
on by the three judges the usual Craig Revel Horwood - 


REVIEW 


By Sue Attwater 


“Did you leave your smile at home?” commented Ore who 
bantered well with him and the other two judges Dame 
Darcey Bussell, her first time judging on tour and the very 
sparkly-suited Bruno Tonioli. 

Then on to the really important ones - the stars includ¬ 
ing, of course Debbie and Joe, with the rest of the mag¬ 
nificent seven including Gemma Atkinson, Susan Caiman, 
Davood Ghadami, Jonnie Peacock and Alexandra Burke, 
who all performed their two favourite dances from the TV 
series with the judges giving their score, for guidance only. 

In the end it was the audience’s choice as they texted the 
name of the person they wanted to win. And with each text 
lOp went to Sport Relief. 

The TV show has been nominated for a top award and 
the audience was encouraged by Ore to vote. There is no 
doubt both the series and the live tour are definitely worth 
a 10. 




BATHROOMS 


“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen meaning the work is carried out properly 
and on time. We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and working families which make up 95% of our customers.” 


r YOUR ARMCHAIR GUIDE 
TO A NEW BATHROOM 



Phone us for a No Obligation Quote 
(Daytime / Evenings or Weekends) 

• QUOTATION 

Design/Planning & Materials & Suite all chosen 
in your home & an on the spot price given. 

• INSTALLATION 

The Job is started & completed in around 5 
days & left clean & tidy with all rubbish removed 

• INSPECTION 

Everything is thoroughly checked with yourself 
at the end of the job to your satisfaction. 


EXAMPLE FULL JOB FOR 

£ 3950*00 


• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
.15 SQM Wall Tiles 


Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


Only when you are delighted with the finished 
job, do we accept your final balance. 


We hope YOUR CHOICE will be your friends choice I 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong cubicle & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 




IN 

qualifying 
CASES 


FOR FREE 
FRIENDLY [ 

ADVICE AND A '- 

WARM WELCOME PHONE US NOWTO 
BOOKYOUR FREE SURVEY 


We will 

supply and fit a 
luxury chrome heated 
ladder rail worth £200 

‘REE with every 
bathroom fitted 
in January 


Showroom also at: 39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 

01902 861908 

1 Jnit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drive, 
__ Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

visa CS* oi 384 287222 


SHOWROOM OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 




FREE 1 DAY GUEST VISIT 

ADMITS TWO 




IDAWNI 


EILEEN 


BEFORE AFTER 


m 


AFTER 


✓ tat/dteed pospnT*i V' Notmr t tl txart :t q 

✓ Alston 14V.M* / tvdrrwtoo tatfcxs* projnMrne wefMV 

uatfdtoeikv* ot*er*tatfesi* /(HtaJdasct 

✓ SLpevttd 4*afc V free rub* store *:{> 

/Watrtkji V Oj "rtfijc tew i/v /fort Oita ft pet±t 


NEW YEAR! NEW YOU! 


£ 


St LADIES, I AM SO EXCITED 
TO BRING MY 30 MINUTE 
WEIGHT AND INCH LOSS 
CONCEPT TO YOU J) 


iymophobfcs 

yjnefer 


AND GET YOUR FIRST MONTH 

FREE 

PLUS 1 MONTH FREE VIBRATION TRAINING WORTH £15 

OFFER CLOSE DATE 28TH FEB 


Make that first step and start your Gymophobics 
journey today, call 01922 278700 for your 
FRE no obligation consultation. 


www.gymophobics.co.uk 

Aldridge 01922 278700: 1 Rookery Lane, Aldridge, WS9 8NN 
Cannock 01543 466679: Watling Street, Orbital Plaza, Bridge Street, Cannock WS11 ODG 


JOIN NOW 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


| Tattersall & Country Shirts 


Only £20 Buy any two for £37.50 
or any 3 for £50 plus £4.95 P&P 



Combining traditional English check designs with 
seasonal colours, our range of Tattersall and country 
shirts are classic yet contemporary style at its best. 
Luxurious 100 per cent brushed cotton with single 
breast pocket. 

Coordinating contrast details to the cuffs and collar. 



Colour 

Tattersall Shirts 

Sterling 

BVS7W 13ST 

Daventry 

BVS7W 13DV 

Cambrian 

BVS7W13CA 

Lancaster 

BVS7W13LN 

Eden 

BVS7W13ED 

Dartmoor 

BVS7W13DM 

Cumbria 

BVS7W13CU 

Staunton 

BVS7W13SU 

Severn 

BVS7W13SV 


Colour 

Country Shirts 

Yarrow 

BVS7W14YA 

Rufford 

BVS7W14RU 

Ashbury 

BVS7W14AH 

Upton 

BVS7W14UP 

Wyre 

BVS7W 14WY 




: Moleskin Jeans 


Give your blue jeans a break and add a new dimension 
to your wardrobe. 

Prized for their durability and softness, our moleskin 
jeans are a welcome alternative. Constructed from 
hardwearing 100 per cent soft-feel cotton. Regular fit. 
Machine washable at 30°C. 

Sizes: leg length 27” available with waist sizes 34” - 
42”, leg length 29” and 31 ” available with waist sizes 
30” - 46”, leg length 33” available with waist sizes 32” 

- 42”. 


BVT7W 07GM 
BVT7W 07NY 
BVT7W 07BR 
BVT7W07ST 
BVT7W 07PO 


Gunmetal 

Navy 

Brown 

Stone 

Port 


Samuel Windsor 


Gunmetal 


Navy 


Brown 


Stone Port 


From only £25 plus £4.95 P&P 
Buy any two pairs for £45 


Quilted Jackets 


Only £49 plus £4.95 P&P 


Classic heritage styling 
constructed from 100 per cent 
polyester with cosy fleece lining. 
Twin pockets to the front and 
one chest pocket Dry clean only. 
Sizes (to fit chest): 

S (up to 37”), M (38-39”), 

L (40-42”), XL (43-44”), 

XXL (45-48”), XXXL (49-50”). 

Full size chart available online. 



Samuel Windsor 

tailored quality — outstanding prices 



Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

80323 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 16th Oct 2017 - 16th Jan 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (80323), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

[ Address_ 

I Email_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_ Or please debit my card £. 

I My card number is: 


Postcode_ 

Tel. (for queries only)_ 

_lU Mastercard CH Visa EH Maestro Issue No. 


; i i i i i rr mi i i i in i i 11 i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

SIZE 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£4.95 
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Aldridge Fireplaces 


Royal George 


Select Windows 


Jennifer Ashe Funerals 
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Friendly Gym 


Chase Health Foods 


Northgate Kitchens 



NOW UNDER 


9k. 

NEW MANAGEMENT 



SiA? 


* Food Intolerance Testing * 



10% discount for over 60s every Wednesday Minimum spend £5.00 

34 The Square, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8QS Tel: 01922 745245 


We are a family run business. 

We pride ourselves in putting the customer 
first with their health and wellbeing our 
main priority. 

There is no greater reward than when a 
customer returns to tell us how much better 
they feel. 

We are always looking for new products and 
innovations keeping ourselves up to date 
by regular training and attending seminars 
and festivals. 

Customer feedback and requests are at the 
heart of our business. 

In-store days often take place with some 
of the best qualified people in the industry 
making themselves available to talk about 
a wide range of subjects including nutrition, 
menopause and general health and wellbeing 


completely free of charge !!! 

Allergy testing is also available in store. The 
results are available immediately. 

Customers can order our items via our website 
vitaminsontheweb.co.uk, also we have a 
FB page and welcome comments requests 
and feedback. 

Currently, we are working really hard to build 
a reputation within the vegan community and 
would like to be the local vegan one stop 
shop! 

I cannot thank our customers for the welcome 
and support they have given us since we 
took over the business in June. 

We are really privileged to be part of 
the community. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


ALWAYS A WARM WELCOME AT 
BROWNHILLS FRIENDLY GYM 


T he buzz on the street, is that 50 
is the new 30. With people living 
longer and taking better care of 
themselves, those who used to be 
thought of as “over the hill” are now 
as active and vibrant as their 30 
year old counterparts - and they are 
committed to staying that way. 

So how are they staying so youthful? By 
exercising at the Brownhills Friendly Gym 
of course! We cater for this population of 


“actively ageing adults”, we are attracting 
more and more ladies with our friendly 
“Ladies Only” environment and special 
easy assisted exercise programs that 
emphasize health and toning, rather than 
youth. 

Today those in shape at 50 have the 
opportunity to stay in shape, with the 
simple 30 minute easy assisted exercise 
programs. Regular users are much more 
likely to stay in shape and live younger. 



Now in Brownhills Community Centre 


A friendly welcome is always guaranteed, ladies call 
01543 373222 for your free trial 
Trial session includes free figure analysis 

Check out our latest offers on our website 
www.friendlygym.com 
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Aldridge Fireplaces' burning 
desire to please customers 



A small taste of some of the fireplaces which are available 


Commercial feature 

Looking for inspiration this January? 
If so look no further and visit a 
thriving fireplace showroom in the 
centre of Aldridge. 

Aldridge Fireplaces is located at 
Anchor Road opposite The Crown 
Carvery and is a family-owned 
business that is entering its 10th year in 
operation. 

Apart from delivering quality products 
on time and to customer’s personal 
specifications they strive to achieve 
inspirational results that meet all their 
customers’ expectations. 

Their experienced sales staff are also 
able to offer packages to suit all ages 
and styles of home, and offer quality 
products at affordable prices, as well 
as manufacturing bespoke fireplaces 
to the correct size for each customer if 
required. 

“This year’s January sale is our 
biggest ever,” owner Dan Pennell 
states. 

Decorators 

“We have had quite a bit of a 
transformation throughout December 
in the showroom. The decorators have 
been in and we have also shipped in a 
range of new fireplace suites. 

“Throughout January we are also 
selling off a lot of our ex-display 
fireplaces In addition to this there 
is currently our ever present FREE 
FITTING offer on. 

“To add to this, we will be offering, 


until the end of January, £100 off any 
fireplace suite when purchased with 
any of our electric or gas fires. 

“We feel January is normally a 
doom and gloom month And with 
this in mind we wanted to offer our 
customers something towards their big 
investment. 


“Pop down and take a look or visit our 
website Aldridgefireplaces.co.uk.” 

The full address for the showroom is 
51a Anchor Road, Aldridge, WS9 8PT. 

Alternatively people have the choice 
of viewing the firm’s ever-growing 
testimonials on www.bestofwalsall. 
co.uk 
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excludes fires without surrounds 
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3x* 


’'Bring voucher to claim discount 


Visit our website for full details of Products and services 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 


51a Anchor Road, Aldridge WS9 8PT 

01922 458017 

www.aldridgefireplaces.co.uk 
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The traditional interior of The Royal George pub which offers a friendly atmosphere for the community 

Raise a glass at Royal George 


The Royal George Willenhall is a 
well-established, local, friendly, 
community pub where everyone is 
welcome! 

Showing all the major sports from 
broadcasters including Sky Sports, Sky 
Box Office, BT Sports and BT Sport 
Europe you’ll never miss any of the 
action whilst enjoying one of our beers! 

You’ll be spoilt for choice with our 
selection of draught which include 
Carling, Kronenbourg 1664, Coors 
Light, Peroni and possibly the best pint 


Commercial feature 

of Guinness this side of Dublin! 

We also offer a wide selection of real 
ales including Wye Valley Butty Bach 
available all day, every day and two 
guest ales on weekly. 

And for the cider fans we have Old 
Rosie, Strongbow and Strongbow Dark 
Fruit on the counter! 

The story to the success of this 
community pub started over 35 years 


ago when Angela and Bill Donovan 
came to the Royal George, in New 
Road, Willenhall. 

They initially set out their high 
standards in running a pub, and 
these have been carried on down the 
generations, as the The Royal George 
remains within the Donovan family, still 
to this very day! 

We’re very proud of what we have to 
offer our customers old and new! 

You’re sure to find a warm welcoming 
the next time you’re passing. 


THE ROYAL GEORGE 

5 New Road, Willenhall WV13 zAQ 



■ CH ALL LIVE S EQRiTtSMER E 


For more information: f Follow us on Facebook - The Royal George, Willenhall 





















































Award-winning window firm 


Select Windows (Home 
Improvements) Ltd, is an award¬ 
winning family-owned company 
established since 1980. 

The company is proud of offering 
quality and service to customers for 
over 37 years. 

From the company’s 40,000 sq ft 
premises, Select Windows supplies 
both small and large volumes of 
advanced easy-to-install PVC-U 
windows and doors using innovative 
profile systems because they provide 


an integrated system featuring an 
extensive selection of windows 
doors, hardware compatibility and 
complementary accessories in a variety 
of styles and finishes. 

Select manufactures over 1000 
windows supplying to local councils, 
Ministry of Defence and large 
established house builders. 

Select Window’s products are 
intensively tested by independent 
agencies to the latest industry 
standards, British Standards, Secured 


by Design and Building Regulations. 

All of their products conform to FENSA 
regulations which offer customers 
greater protection when purchasing 
double glazing for their home. 

Select Windows are now offering 
a buy now pay 2019 scheme in 
conjunction with Barclays on all of 
their products. They are asking all 
customers to come along and take a 
look around their extensive showroom 
where there are staff on site to help with 
all your needs. 
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Supporting families from all 
areas in the West Midlands 


Commercial feature 

It’s over a year since Jennifer Ashe & 
Son Funeral Directors opened their 
doors and during that time we have 
been busy supporting families from 
all areas of the West Midlands. 

Jennifer, John and Richard are on 
hand to offer advice and support at 
what is, for many, a very traumatic time. 

For many funerals are a massive 
expense and for those who have not 
planned ahead they leave their loved 
ones often struggling to find the money. 

We were determined when we 
opened that we would not charge 
expensive rates for our professional 
services, with this in mind Jennifer 
Ashe & Son’s funeral fees start at just 
£995 for a simple funeral. 

Details 

Over time we also introduced a 
‘Complete Package’ for just £2,750, 
this includes the funeral director’s 
fees, cremation costs, minister’s fees, 
doctor’s fees for cremation paperwork, 
orders of service, floral tributes, ashes 
casket or scatter tube and other 
finishing touches that mean families 
don’t have to worry about the finer 
details. 

For those families wishing to choose 
a burial option this can be altered to 
cover the costs of an interment and 
church fees. Many people these days 
are choosing to pay for their funeral in 
advance, why not take advantage of the 




On hand to offer advice and support 


Jennifer Ashe & Son 


Affordable plan packages 


affordable plan packages, which allow 
you the opportunity to avoid the yearly 
rise in funeral costs by paying today’s 
prices. 

The money is safely held in trust until 
required. We offer four plans with the 
lowest starting at just £1,700, giving you 
peace of mind that you are removing 
the financial burden from your loved 
ones when the time comes, if this is 


something you are thinking about 
contact us on 01543 378022 and we 
will be able to advise you and guide 
you through the process. 

In line with our commitment to 
offering affordable funerals and being 
open and transparent all our prices are 
published in the ‘Funeral Costs’ section 
of our website; www.jafunerals.co.uk 


AMAZING NEW YEAR 
FINANCE OFFER 

WORKING IN THE LOCAL AREA FOR 38 YEARS 



Solid Roof Systems 
Specialist Tiled Roofs 

FROM £5,995 


Includes LED Lights, Solar Glazed 
Atrium, Plastered Brickwork & 
Base FROM £16,995 


6 Windows and a Door 

FROM £1,900 



Buy Now Pay 2019 
Composite Doors 

FROM 


BUY 
NOW PAY 
2019 



n. 


C* Select 


CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, WINDOWS, DOORS, FLUSH SASH WINDOWS, SOLID CONSERVATORY ROOFS 


Select 




Windows, Doors and Conservatories 




HEAD OFFICE: 

Select House, Walsall Rd, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AQ 
Mon-Fri 9.00am-5.00pm Sat 10.00am-4.00pm Sun Closed 

Authorised and Validated by The Financial Conduct Authority. We are a credit broker and not a lender. 
We offer credit facilities from one lender Select Windows (Home Improvements) Limted 


0800 328 3384 



Serving the communities of Walsall & Wolverhampton 

01543 378022 / 01922 438503 

Simple Funeral from £995 
Traditional Funeral from £1,450 

Our Values are simple: 

We believe in being open 
and transparent. 

We believe the most important 
people in our Funeral Home 
are your loved ones. 


All Inclusive Cremation Packages 

• Superior £2750 

• Deluxe Horse Drawn 
Package £3250 

• Pre-Payment Funeral plans 
available from £2,700 


Home Visits & Arrangements 
Private Chapel of Rest 
24 Hour Professional Support 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available 

Chauffeur Service to our 
Funeral Home 

Repatriation Service 


Member 



Caring for you and your loved ones through the generations 



l\ 

II 



78 High Street, Brownhills, WS8 6EW | www.jafunerals.co.uk 
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Kitchen ideas from local manufacturer 



One of the beautifully-designed examples of kitchens in Copenhagen dove grey 




Another of the new kitchens in Riva Stone 


Northgate Kitchens are a local 
kitchen manufacturer based in 
Aldridge. 

All of the kitchens are made at their factory 
base to ensure the quality of the products 
is kept high whilst maintaining competitive 
pricing. 

The new showroom is featuring some of 
the latest colours and trends and is definitely 
worth a visit if you are looking for a quote on a 
new kitchen. 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 

Cabinet specification and fitting: 

All cabinets are colour matched to your 
door, and unless there is a particularly 
unusual size the cabinets are in stock so your 
order can be dispatched very quickly. 

If you choose to have your Northgate 
Kitchen fitted then all of the installation 
team work directly and are managed by 
the company, so none of the fitting is sub 
contracted out. 


Again, this means that the fitters know 
the standards expected and also because 
they know the products, it speeds up the 
installation time. 

Values: 

Whilst additional contracts and growth has 
allowed the company to expand and invest 
in new machinery and technology, Northgate 
is still family owned and operated. As such, 
customer service and satisfaction is at the 
forefront of the business. 


What’s new: 

There is a brand new range of acrylic doors, 
both in matt and gloss finishes. These look 
brilliant on the true handleless kitchens. 

This range is called Riva and features the 
aluminium rail to create the true handleless. It 
looks ultra modern and is a real showstopper. 
On the other end of the spectrum there are 
some brand new traditional solid wood doors 
which can be painted to any colour required. 
The display for this is due to be completed 
soon so watch this space! 


Visiting: 

A new showroom in Aldridge (on the same 
site as the factory) is now open with over 
16 full size kitchens on display featuring a 
mixture of modern and traditional. 

Most of the door ranges are made on site 
and usually feature a minimum of five colours 
in each range. 

Northgate also regularly features at home 
improvement exhibitions to showcase the 
products. 
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To advertise your 
Valentine’s Events please call 
Sharon Oscar 
01543 465335 or 
Debbie Tavner on 
01543 465333 


The Largest Adult 
Superstore in the 
Midlands 

FANCyMtEfS& 

MUCH. MUCH 

M 0 »b 

► A VERY PRIVATE LOCATION 

TVADULT TOYS SEXY LINGERIE 
Z *L 'LUS SIZES LUBES 

runit 5, (Frederick Street, Walsall WS2 9NE 

Open: Mori?Satii Oam > 6pm Late Night on Wed & Fri 10am > 7pm 

VW’FREE PARKING* ^ 




Olde 

Wyrley 

Hall 


Carverv 
Wednesday from 7pm. 

£7.95 Courses or £8.95 for 2 courses 
Sunday 12.30pm - 3pm. 

£8.95 Courses I £10.95 2 Courses £12.95 3 Courses | 
| Children half price • 10% Discount during 
February o n Wednesday Carvery 

Function Room 

Christening, Birthdays, Weddings 
and Funerals catered for. 

Hot and Cold Buffets 


jf ★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★ ★★ ★★★★★★ 

* Monday Night Bingo ft ft ft f * 

* Thursday Night Rock N Roll 50’s 60’s 70’s § + 

* ★★★★★★★★★★★★ ★★ ★★★★★★ 


Olde Hall Lane, Great Wyrley, West Midlands WS6 6LL 

Tel:01922 417271 
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LEARN 

TO 

DANCE 


The Waltz, Quickstep 
Rumba, Cha Cha Cha 
And Many More 

NEW 

SESSION FOR BEGINNERS 
STARTING 

FRIDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 2018 
7.30 p.m. - 8.30 p.m. 

Only £3.00 per person 

The Royal Astor Dance Club 
All Saints Church Hall, 
Walsall Road, Darlaston. WS10 9LA 
For further information 
contact Bill: 

01902 607845 Mobile 07939 260017 
Assisted by Paul & Fran 



Time to get ready 
for 




S tand-up star Ed Byrne 
is returning to the West 
Midlands with his new 
show, Spoiler Alert. He 
will headline Stafford 
Gatehouse tomorrow and 
Birmingham Town Hall on Saturday. 

Ed is on the road after a total sell-out Edinburgh 
Fringe run with his biggest ever tour to date. He says: 

“I originally intended to call the show ‘I’ll Millennial You 
in a Minute’, but my promoter considered the title ‘off- 
puttingly baffling’.” 

In the show, Ed explores the thin line between 
righteous complaining and brat-like whining and asks, 

‘are we right to be fed up, or are we spoiled?’ 

Ed is recognised as one of the finest observational 
comics in the industry. His TV credits include Mock The 
Week, Have I Got News For You, The Graham Norton 
Show, Live At The Apollo, The One Show, Comic Relief 
Bake Off 2015, The World’s Most Dangerous Roads and, 
most recently, he and Dara O Briain filmed the follow up 
to their Big Adventure show for BBC Two entitled Dara 
and Ed’s Road to Mandalay. 

He will return to the region to headline Lichfield’s 
Garrick on April 24. 

Ed has been an acclaimed stand-up (with audiences 
and critics alike) for 20 years. His success with shows 
such as the Roaring Forties, Different Class and the 
1998 Perrier-nominated A Night At The Opera led to 
him appearing on the box in the diverse likes of Mock 
The Week, Father Ted, The One Show and All Star Mr & 
Mrs, while his love of hillwalking resulted in him writing a 
regular column for The Great Outdoors magazine. 

NATURAL 

In fact, his love of natural history has crossed into 
television with appearances on The One Show (abseiling 
in Snowdonia), Countryfile (climbing Sgurr Dearg, the 
‘inaccessible pinnacle’ on Skye) and presenting items on 
Volcano Live (BBC). 

The Irish comic is firmly of a belief that the current 
breed of parents spoil their kids rotten whether it’s to do 
with the ever-increasing size of garden trampolines, or his 
own kids’ demand for elderflower cordial. 

“My dad wasn’t a bad dad, he was just a 1970s dad. If I 
could never see my children ever again from this moment 
on, I’ve already done more parenting then he did in my 
entire life. But, of course, I made a conscious decision 
that I was going to be an awesome dad. My wife will 
come back with tales from her friends of how awful their 
husbands are and she’ll see me smiling and say ‘alright, 
stop congratulating yourself just because such and such 
can’t be left alone with their children for two minutes’.” 

In his new touring show, the perfectly-titled Spoiler 
Alert, Ed compares and contrasts the old-school child- 
rearing days with 21st century methods and suggests that 
there are different ways to learn how to be a mum or dad. 

“I grew up in what I would call an aspirational 
household in that my parents bettered themselves 
over the course of my childhood. My mother was a 
radiographer and ended up a lecturer in radiography, 
while my dad was a sheet metal worker and went up to a 
supervisory role. I’d still say that you are expected to do a 
lot more parenting than our parents did and that’s a weird 
thing because you tend to think that your parents are who 
you learnt parenting from. But you don’t, really, it’s more 
that you look around to see what’s going on with other 
parents.” 

For the show, Ed extends his analysis on the culture of 
entitlement to look at areas where we could perhaps do 
with being spoiled a little bit more. “Where I think we’re 
not acting spoiled enough is in the political arena. We 
have a tendency to accept what’s happening and that’s 
where we should be acting more entitled: we are literally 
entitled to the government we want. We’re spoiled in all 
these little ways, but not spoiled enough.” 

As well as stories about his two young sons, Ed 
weaves in routines about running out of petrol in the most 
awkward place imaginable, helping rescue an injured 



Byrne out - Ed brings his latest 
tour to Stafford and Birmingham 


man in the Cairngorms, and the nation-dividing campaign 
and result of the EU referendum. His way of tackling 
Brexit is to draw an analogy with the time his son was 
determined to touch an electric fence with his dad trying 
to warn him of the dangers. 

“I was telling the story of the electric fence for a while, 
and then suddenly it struck me that it was Brexit in 
microcosm. I don’t want to alienate half of the population 
or maybe a third of my audience, but it works as an 
analogy whichever side you’re on. The government told 
you not to do this and that it would be a terrible idea, 
but you said ‘no, we want to do it anyway’. So now we’re 
doing it and it’s proving a terrible idea. I do think it’s a fair 
analogy, but no doubt for some it will come across as me 
being a typical liberal elite Remoaner.” 

Spoiler Alert also continues a theme that he’s tackled 
in previous shows, that of his gradual shift from being a 
working-class Dubliner to a fully paid-up rural-residing 
member of the middle classes. Where once he would 
do routines slating 4x4 owners, he is now the proud(ish) 
owner of such a vehicle. And in the poster for his tour, he 
brandishes other signifiers of social mobility: a bowtie 
and chainsaw. “It’s one of two I own: that one is the 
smaller of the two,” Ed remarks of his chainsaw rather 
than his neckwear. “I use it for firewood, both for my wood 
burning stove and also for the barbecue. The first time I 
used one I was fine, though I think it worried my parents 


I keep a tour diary 
now of places 
where the curries 
are disappointing 


that I had bought a chainsaw.” Having premiered Spoiler 
Alert at the Fringe and used the month of August to hone 
the show, Ed is happy. “Being on stage is enjoyable and 
this part of the writing process is enjoyable. The empty 
page though is a scary thing. On the first leg of the tour I’ll 
do about an hour and 15 minutes, plus I’ll have a support 
act. I keep a tour diary now of places where the curries 
are disappointing and where they are good and where 
audiences have been good before.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 















Tips for the top The Amazon 


We're delighted to now 
be headline act in Brum 


THEY’RE starting their headline tour at 
Birmingham’s Institute next Thursday, 
February 1. 

And The Amazons couldn’t be happier about that. 
Because in a former life and in a former band, they 
once played there as a blink-and-you’ll-miss-them 
support act. 

Frontman Matt Thomson and bandmates Elliot 
Briggs and Chris Alderton opened for The Mystery 
Jets back in 2012. 

“That feels like a long time ago,” says Matt, whose 
band enjoyed a top ten hit with their self-titled debut 
album in May. 

“We landed a support slot with The Mystery Jets. It 
was us and Swim Deep on the bill. I only just caught 


up with the Mystery Jets at a Christmas party at the 
end of last year. I told them they were great to us when 
we were supporting them. We had a really good time. 
So to go back to that same venue, but as the headline 
act, is really important to us. It’s going to be great.” 

The Amazons formed in 2014 in Reading and were 
snapped up by Fiction Records in 2015. They recorded 
their debut album in 2016 and released it in May. It 
went straight in at number eight, cementing their status 
as one of Britain’s most exciting new bands. 

By then they had been included in the BBC’s Sound 
of 2017 and MTV’s Brand New 2017 lists. They were 
also named a band to listen to in 2017 by NME, The 
Independent and BBC Radio 1. This is the year when 
they must deliver on that promise. 


Jonn hopes his 
talk will be Atomic 


Ned’s Atomic Dustbin 
frontman Jonn Penney has 
been thinking about writing 
his autobiography. 

Fle’s 50, he’s got a couple of kids 
- and he wants to write down his 
stories before he forgets them. 

The only trouble is he doesn’t 
know where to start. So he’s 
planning a special appearance at 
Wolverhampton Literature Festival 
tomorrow (Saturday) at the city’s 
Slade Rooms from 8.45pm. He’ll be 
with Neds’ guitarist Ratt - playing 
songs, telling stories and answering 
questions. 

Jonn explains: “The thing is, I’m 


too damn lazy to do it myself. I’m me going.I’m 


also frightened at the prospect 
of writing enough words to make 
a book. And also, as has been 
said, I’m very much a reactionary 
person and I need a nudge. I sat 
down and started writing this book 
and I couldn’t remember. So we 
thought we’d do something where 
people can prompt me - where the 
fans can ask questions and jog my 
memory - then I’ll be able to do it. 

“Once the fans get me started, 
they transport me back to my flat 
in Lye where I’m hungover and it’s 
early in the morning and I’ve just 
written a few lyrics. I’m a waffler, so 
I just need encouragement to get 



not stupid 
enough to think there’s a massive 
market out there for the memoirs of 
a singer from a lesser known indie 
band from England. But it’s worth 
having it down somewhere.” 

Jonn has played a huge number 
of gigs during his career, headlining 
festival stages, playing sell out gigs 
at Wolves Civic Flail and featuring 
on Top of the Pops. Fie will be 
fronting the Neds again at a sold 
out 02 Academy in Birmingham at 
the Love From Stourbridge gig with 
The Wonder Stuff on April 14, the 
first of two consecutive nights at the 
venue. 


Gaga is Joanne 
for Arena dates 

Lady Gaga brings her Joanne 
world tour to Birmingham 
with gigs at the city centre 
Arena on Wednesday 
and at the Genting Arena 
the following night. 

Other key gigs include 
psychedelic rock at 
the Flare and Flounds 
in Kings Fleath with 
Americans Wand on Monday 
and Moon Duo on Tuesday. Will 
Varley previews his Spirit of Minnie album at the 02 
Institute on Tuesday, the same night Terry Bickers 
(House of Love/Levitation) teams up with Pete Fij 
at Newhampton Arts Centre, Wolverhampton. 


Dance, romance 
and murder on stage 

Dance dominates over the next few days with 
Strictly’s Anton de Beke and Erin Boag in action at 
the Symphony Flail on Saturday with dancers, singer 
Lance Ellington and the London Concert Orchestra. 
Then the Russian State Ballet of Siberia make their 
annual visit to Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre to 
present The Nutcracker (Sunday, matinee), Romeo 
and Juliet (Monday) and Swan Lake (Tuesday). 
Meanwhile, murder swap thriller Strangers on a Train 
is at the New Alexandra Theatre (Monday-Saturday) 
with John Middleton (Emmerdale), Christopher 
Harper (Coronation Street) and Hannah Tointon (Mr 
Selfridge). Carole King musical Beautiful returns to 
Birmingham Hippodrome from Wednesday and the 
romantic Brief Encounter opens at Birmingham Rep 
on Friday, February 2. 



ENTERTAINMENT 

CANNOCK CHASE 

atthe PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


FEBRUARY 


GO WEST 


Thursday 1 
February 
7.30pm 
£26 



LEGENDS OF 
AMERICAN COUNTRY 

Saturday 17 
February 
7.30pm 
£19.50 



FORBIDDEN NIGHTS 


Thursday 8 

& Friday 9 

February 

7.30pm 

£21 



MARCH 


CHICAGO BLUES 
BROTHERS 

Friday 9 
March 
7.30pm 
£22.50 




1SZ 


Box Office 

01543 578 762 

tickets.princeofwales.live 


To advertise your 
Valentine’s Events please call 
Sharon Oscar 
01543 465335 or 
Debbie Tavner on 
01543 465333 
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SATURDAY’S TV JANUARY 27 



All Together Now 
(BBC1, 7.15pm) 

New series. Rob Beckett hosts 
the musical talent show with a 
twist, as a range of singers step 
on-stage for a chance to win a 
£50,000 cash prize. The 
judging panel takes the form of 
'The 100', a large collective of 
music experts and performers 
from all over the UK led by Geri 
Horner. However, in this talent 
show, the key to success is 
encouragingthejudgestosing 
along too, and the more 
panellists each singer manages 
to win over, the better their 
chances of proceeding to the 
grand final. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Everyday. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Tennis: Australian Open 

2018. 2.30 Live Bowls: World Indoor 
Championships. Coverage of the open 
singles semi-finals. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.25 BBC News. 5.35 Regional 
Programme. 5.40 And They’re Off for 
Sport Relief. 

6.25 Pointless Celebrities. Mark Steel, 
Marcus Brigstocke, Nicky 
Campbell, Rachel Burden, Liz 
Kershaw, DJ Nihal, Shaun Keaveny 
and Nemone take part in a radio- 
themed edition of the quiz. 

7.15 All Together Now. New series. 

Rob Beckett hosts the musical 
talent show in which contestants 
must successfully encourage 
members of a 100-strong judging 
panel to sing along with them to 
win. 

8.20 Casualty. Dylan struggles to keep 
his alcoholism under control, as 
staff on the ED deal with what is 
suspected to be a case of 
domestic abuse. Meanwhile, 
Ethan's first day as Clinical Lead 
fails to go according to plan, as he 
finds himself veering wildly from 
one disaster to another, and he 
starts to understand the real 
pressure of leading a team. 

9.10 BBC News; Weather. 

9.30 Hard Sun. Hicks uncovers the 
extent of Renko’s investigation 
into the Alex Butler murder, and 
journalist Will Benedetti’s 
connection to Hard Sun makes 
him the spree killer’s next target. 
When Blackwood publicly 
announces that only Fr Dennis 
can stop him killing again, the 
priest is immediately cast as a 
figure of public hate, and London 
becomes a city under siege. With 
chaos unfolding all around, Grace 
gives Daniel some shocking 
information about his father. Pre- 
apocalyptic thriller, starring 
Agyness Deyn. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Gary Lineker presents 
action from the fourth-round ties, 
including Newport County v 
Tottenham Hotspur at Rodney 
Parade and Liverpool v West 
Bromwich Albion at Anfield; 
National Lottery Update. 

12.00 The NFL Show. 12.30 Film: 

What Doesn’t Kill You. (2008) 2.05 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.10 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.05 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.35 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. 7.05 The 
Pets Factor. 7.30 Matilda and the 
Ramsay Bunch. 7.45 Matilda and the 
Ramsay Bunch. 8.00 The Dengineers. 

8.30 Deadly Top 10. (R) 9.00 Robot 
Wars. (R) 10.00 Robot Wars. (R) 11.00 
The Snow Wolf Family and Me. (R) 12.00 
The Hairy Bikers’ Mediterranean 
Adventure. (R) 1.00 A Vicar’s Life. (R) 

1.30 Film: The Diary of Anne Frank. 
(1959) 4.15 Italy’s Invisible Cities. (R) 

5.15 Trust Me, I’m a Doctor. (R) 5.45 
Tom Kerridge: Lose Weight for Good. (R) 

6.15 Hugh’s Wild West. Hugh Fearnley- 
Whittingstall investigates efforts to 
bring beavers back to the Dorset- 
Devon border, and a swan herd at 
Abbotsbury Swannery rounds up 
his charges for a health check. 

7.15 A House Through Time. David 
Olusoga follows the story of the 
Liverpool house residents from 
1891 to 1945, including a family of 
saddlers who lived there for four 
decades and a docker with a 
secret. (R) 

8.15 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and the 
platoon dress as firemen to take 
part in an initiative exercise, but 
soon find themselves tackling a 
real fire. Comedy, starring Arthur 
Lowe and Clive Dunn. (R) 

8.45 Grand Tours of Scotland’s Lochs. 
Paul Murton travels into the secret 
heart of the Rough Bounds of 
Knoydart, by way of Loch nan 
Umbh, Loch Morar, Loch Nevis 
and Loch Arkaig. 

9.15 Ql XL. Josh Widdicombe, Stephen 
K Amos and Cally Beaton join 
regular panellist Alan Davies and 
host Sandi Toksvig in an extended 
edition of the unconventional quiz. 

10.00 Darcey Bussell: Dance Beyond 
Boundaries. The former ballerina 
reveals how street dance group 
Boy Blue Entertainment and 
Canadian-based ice dancing 
collective Le Patin Libre are 
helping to revolutionise modern 
dance. 

10.30 Film: Birdman: Or (The 
Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance). 

(2014) Premiere. A faded movie 
star wrestles with a personal crisis 
as he tries to put on a disaster- 
afflicted Broadway play. Oscar- 
winning drama, with Michael 
Keaton and Edward Norton. 

12.20 Bowls: World Indoor 
Championships Highlights. 1.20 Film: 
Girl with a Pearl Earring. (2003) 2.55 
This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4. 

(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.05 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs 
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!: 
Fangbone. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The 
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05 
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 James Martin’s Saturday 
Morning. 11.25 The Hungry Sailors. (R) 

12.25 Countrywise. (R) 12.55 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.00 Dancing on Ice. (R) 3.15 
Catchphrase. (R) 4.00 Tipping Point. (R) 
5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.20 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates another round of 
viewer-submitted comedy clips, 
including a hoverboard destroying 
an office, and a man falling 
through a casino ceiling. 

6.45 Take Me Out. A warehouse worker 
from Wolverhampton and a 
musician from Leicester are 
among the men seeking the 
approval of Paddy McGuinness’s 
panel of 30 single ladies. 

8.00 The Voice UK. The fourth round of 
Blind Auditions arrives, as Emma 
Willis ushers another selection of 
would-be stars onto the stage to 
have their skills appraised. As ever, 
coaches Jennifer Hudson, Tom 
Jones, Will.i.am and Oily Murs are 
all seated with their backs to the 
contestants, meaning they must 
judge each performer’s skill based 
solely on the power of their voice. 
Any of the would-be stars who are 
welcomed to join a coach’s team 
will be in with a chance of 
ultimately claiming a record deal 
with Polydor. 

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Stephen 
Mulhern, Louis Walsh and 
Rochelle Humes form the panel as 
Keith Lemon challenges them to 
guess the mystery owners of three 
more celebrity homes. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Jaws: The Revenge. (1987) 
The remaining members of the 
Brody family are terrorised by a 
bloodthirsty great white shark in 
the Bahamas. Thriller sequel, 
starring Michael Caine, Lorraine 
Gary and Lance Guest. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 [CHANNEL 5 ||PIGITAL 


6.15 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 6.40 
3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.05 The 
King of Oueens. (R) 7.35 The King of 
Oueens. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Frasier. (R) 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.55 The Simpsons. (R) 12.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.25 Coast 
vs Country. (R) 3.25 A Place in the Sun. 
(R) 4.30 A Place in the Sun. (R) 5.30 The 
Secret Life of the Zoo. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales explore 
the Marne-Rhine Canal. Last in the 
series. (R) 

8.00 Village of the Year. Archaeologist 
Alex Langlands, garden designer 
Juliet Sargeant and craft expert 
Patrick Grant are called on to 
decide which five villages from 
this week’s heats should claim a 
place in the grand final. Plus, 
Penelope Keith hears more from 
the five contenders in the South 
East Zone. 

9.00 Holocaust: The Revenge Plot. 

Documentary, making use of 
previously undisclosed recordings 
and candid interviews to tell the 
story of the Avengers, a secret 
organisation of Holocaust 
survivors who came up with a 
brutal plot in 1946 to seek 
vengeance on behalf of the six 
million Jews killed by Hitler and 
the Nazis. In the dying days of the 
Second World War, “warrior-poet” 
Abba Kovner came to the 
conclusion that the prosecution of 
a handful of Nazis would not 
amount to justice, and instead 
claimed only “an eye for an eye” 
could possibly redress the 
balance. With the help of a band of 
like-minded individuals, Kovner 
planned to murder six million 
Germans by infiltrating cities and 
poisoning water supplies. This film 
also showcases a clandestine 
recording, made in 1985 at the 
dying Kovner’s request, that 
identifies all the leading 
conspirators and how they carried 
out their operations. 

10.00 Film: The Monuments Men. 

(2014) Fact-based drama, directed 
by and starring George Clooney. 
12.20 Film: Snake Eyes. (1998) 2.00 
The Last Leg. (R) 2.55 Hollyoaks. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.45 Funniest Fails, Falls 
& Flops. (R) 11.10 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 12.05 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.05 
the A-Team. (R) 2.05 The A-Team. (R) 
3.00 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 
Landlords. (R) 4.00 Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords. (R) 5.00 Rich House, 
Poor House. (R) 

6.00 The Wonderful World of Puppies. 

The development of puppies’ 
senses. The dalmatian litter has 
reached six weeks old. As a breed 
they are susceptible to deafness, 
so they are taken for to the vet for 
a crucial hearing test. A new litter 
of golden doodles reveal how 
puppy eyesight develops week by 
week, cameras track the progress 
of a springer spaniel as he begins 
training to become a mountain 
search-and-rescue dog, and the 
labrador puppies reach six weeks 
old - time to find out if they have 
the senses and skills to pass their 
guide dog test. 

7.00 Greatest Ever Celebrity Wind 
Ups. Joe Pasquale revisits more 
celebrity pranks, including the 
time Justin Bieber’s elaborate trick 
for Taylor Swift, and incognito 
meet-and-greets with Michael 
Bubleand Mark Hamill. 

8.00 Blind Date. Paul O’Grady plays 
matchmaker for a reformed “bad- 
boy” and a nightclub hostess, and 
past couples Jonathan and Kelly, 
and Joanna and David return to 
dish the dirt on their dates. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.05 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games, 
including Bristol City v Dueens 
Park Rangers, and Ipswich Town v 
Wolverhampton Wanderers. 

10.00 Celebrity Big Brother. Catching up 
with the celebrities as they react to 
Friday night’s double eviction, 
revealing how the departure of two 
housemates has affected the 
remaining contestants. 

11.05 The X-Files. Mulderand Scully 
uncover a medical laboratory 
where extreme genetic 
experimentation has been going 
on for decades, breeding subjects 
who possess unexpected and 
dangerous powers. (R) 

12.00 Britain’s Greatest Bridges. 12.10 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Enemies Closer. 
(2013) 4.30 Access. 4.45 House Doctor. 
(R) 5.10 Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.35 House 
Busters. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Children of the Holocaust 8.00 
Surviving the Holocaust - Freddie 
Knoller’s War 9.00 Spiral 10.55 Top of 
the Pops: 1985 12.05 The Easybeats to 
AC/DC: The Story of Aussie Rock 1.05 
New York Rock at the BBC 2.05 Joy of 
the Guitar Riff 3.05 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 Take Me Out 12.45 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 1.10 Film: StTrinian’s 2: 
The Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 2.10 
FYI Daily 2.15 Film: St Trinian’s 2: The 
Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 3.25 
Film: The Flintstones (1994) 4.25 FYI 
Daily 4.30 Film: The Flintstones (1994) 

5.10 Film: The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King (2003) 6.15 FYI Daily 

6.20 Film: The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King (2003) 9.00 Film: Fast 
& Furious 5 (2011) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: Fast & Furious 5 (2011) 11.35 
Family Guy 12.35 American Dad! 1.35 
Ibiza Weekender 2.30 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.50 Rosemary & Thyme 2.55 Film: 
Columbo: Sex and the Married Detective 
(1989) 4.55 Midsomer Murders 11.00 
Foyle’s War 1.00 On the Buses 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Cheltenham. 
Coverage of Festival Trials Day. 4.00 
Film: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986) 5.00 
FYI Daily 5.05 Film: Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off (1986) 6.05 Storage Wars 7.00 Darts: 
The Masters Live. Coverage of day two 
from Milton Keynes. 11.00 Film: Assault 
on Precinct 13 (2005) 12.05 FYI Daily 

12.10 Film: Assault on Precinct 13 

S I .10 Car Crash Global: Caught on 
a 2.10 The Protectors 2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.40 Film: Alvin and the Chipmunks: 

The Squeakquel (2009) 1.30 Film: Toy 
Story That Time Forgot (2014) 2.00 The 
Goldbergs 4.30 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: The Inbetweeners Movie 
(2011) 11.00 Gogglebox 12.00 Naked 
Attraction 1.10 Rude Tube 2.15 
Gogglebox 3.10 Naked Attraction 4.05 
The Goldbergs 4.30 How I Met Your 
Mother 5.15 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

11.00 Courage Mountain (1990) 1.00 
Stuart Little 2 (2002) 2.35 Patton (1970) 
5.50 Avatar (2009) 9.00 Exodus: Gods 
and Kings (2014) 11.55 The Midnight 
Meat Train (2008) 2.00 Series 7: The 
Contenders (2001) 3.55 Close 
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CHOICE 



Brenda Blethyn 


Vera 

(ITV, 8pm) 

The dead body of a teenage boy 
is found in a reservoir near a 
remote rural timber community. 
Vera and her team investigate, 
and discover that the boy had 
already been missing for three 
days prior to his death. 

However, the case is 
complicated by an apparent 
conspiracy of silence, as many 
of the townsfolk refuse to 
cooperate with the police 
investigation. A complex web of 
relationships between the 
victim's friends and family 
slowly emerges, with many dark 
secrets that could have driven 
someone to kill. Brenda 
Blethyn, Kenny Doughty, Jon 
Morrison and Kingsley Ben-Adir 
star. 


5.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day: 

FA Cup Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 

Marr Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 

11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Money for Nothing. (R) 

2.00 Songs of Praise. 2.35 Big Cats. (R) 

3.35 Match of the Day Live: The FA Cup. 

Cardiff City v Manchester City (Kick-off 

4.00pm). 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker visits a 
sheep farm in Crieff run by two 
brothers who are preparing to 
follow in the footsteps of their 
father and sister by joining the 
British Olympic curling team. 
Charlotte Smith goes in search of 
the perfect trees to make cabers 
for the Highland Games, Adam 
Henson discovers how the local 
climate gives Cornish sheep 
farmers an advantage, and Tom 
Heap reports on the culling of 
mountain hares in the Scottish 
Highlands. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville 
tries to stop Madge from moving 
away and taking Mavis with her— 
but there is only one person who 
can change their minds, and he 
has been dead for years. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Lucille is on duty 
when a friend of Valerie’s goes into 
labour - but when the patient’s 
health deteriorates, the new recruit 
is accused of incompetence by her 
racist mother. 

9.00 McMafia. Alexfears his family are 
under threat when Vadim learns 
the truth about him - but his 
paranoia about a surveillance 
operation drives a wedge between 
him and Rebecca. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Action from the latest 
fourth-round ties - Norwich City 
or Chelsea v Newcastle United and 
Cardiff City v Manchester City. 

11.05The Women’s Football Show. A 
look at the biggest issues in the 
women’s game, focusing on 
matters at both club and 
international level. 

11.40Teenage Knife Wars. Jermaine 
Jenas investigates the spike in 
knife crime that is devastating 
young lives. (R) 

12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.15 BBC News. 


6.00 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.20 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.05 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 7.35 Monty Don’s 
Paradise Gardens. (R) 8.35 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 
11.00 Food & Drink. (R) 11.30 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 Nature’s 
Perfect Partners: Natural World. (R) 1.00 
Tennis: Australian Open 2018. 2.30 Live 
Bowls: World Indoor Championships. 

5.15 Ski Sunday. 

6.00 Britain’s Cycling Superheroes: 
The Price of Success. The 

controversy surrounding Britain's 
international cyclists. (R) 

7.00 Yellowstone: The Toughest 

Spring. Cameras follow as winter 
turns to spring in Yellowstone 
during 2016, capturing the re- 
emergence of a range of animals, 
who leave their winter dens to 
explore the new, green world. (R) 
8.00 Dragons’Den. More 

entrepreneurs present their 
money-making ideas to the 
panellists, including pitches for 
natural raw dog food, a date-based 
smoothie and a free-running 
exercise regime. 

9.00 Chris Packham: In Search of the 
Lost Girl. The naturalist goes in 
search of a member of a nomadic 
tribe in Sumatra whom he 
photographed 20 years previously, 
and discovers the impact of 
deforestation on the country. 

10.00The Mash Report. Nish Kumar 
and a cast of comedy 
correspondents present the 
satirical and surreal take on the 
week’s news. (R) 

10.30 Insert Name Here. Tom Davis, 
Kate Williams, Robert Peston 
and Aisling Bea join captains 
Richard Osman and Josh 
Widdicombe to answer Sue 
Perkins’ questions about famous 
namesakes. (R) 

11.00 Cleverman. New series. Koen 
comes back to life stronger 
than ever, a mysterious stranger 
comes to the aid of his surviving 
followers and Slade begins 
carrying out experiments on the 
Hairies. 

11.55 Film: Norfolk. (2015) Premiere. A 
mercenary leads an idyllic life with 
his son, until the day when a 
mysterious stranger pushes him 
into one last mission. Drama, with 
Denis Menochet. 

1.15 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.15 
Holby City. (R) 3.15 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4. 

(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.05 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs 
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!: 
Ben 10.8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. 
(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 River Monsters. 
(R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 The 
Martin Lewis Money Show. (R) 11.30 
The Voice UK. (R) 12.55 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.10 Britain’s Brightest Family. 
(R) 1.40 The Cruise: Return to the 
Mediterranean. (R) 2.10 Film: You’ve 
Got Mail. (1998) Romantic comedy, 
starring Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan. 4.30 
Regional Programme; Weather.4.40 ITV 
News; Weather. 5.00 The Chase: 

Celebrity Special. (R) 

6.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield 
and Holly Willoughby present the 
skating challenge, with the 10 
remaining contestants and their 
professional partners performing 
to impress the judges and avoid 
elimination. 

8.00 Vera. A teenage boy is found dead 
in a reservoir near a remote rural 
town. Vera takes on the case, and 
uncovers a web of fractured 
relationships within the 
community. Last in the series. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 
11.10 Next of Kin. Mona returns to the 
UK from Karachi and, despite her 
injuries, is determined to 
investigate her nephew Danny's 
suspected links to radical Islamic 
terrorists. But on the day of her 
brother Kareem's funeral, the GP's 
efforts to get Danny to safety have 
unexpectedly dire consequences 
for the family. Thriller about a 
doctor who is drawn into a tangle 
of betrayal, conspiracy and murder 
after her brother's kidnapping 
brings buried family secrets to 
light, starring Archie Panjabi, Jack 
Davenport, Claire Skinner and 
Viveik Kalra. (R) 

12.05 Great Art. Tim Marlow explores 
the life and work of Rembrandt. (R) 1.00 
Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 3.00 
Sunday Night at the Palladium. (R) 3.50 
ITV Nightscreen. Text-based information 
service. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
Guests air their differences. (R) 


6.05 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. 

(R) 6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 
8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie and 
Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.30 
Jamie’s Quick & Easy Food. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.55 The Simpsons. (R) 3.25 Film: 
Garfield: A Tale of Two Kitties. (2006) 
Family comedy, with the voice of Bill 
Murray. 4.55 Film: How to Train Your 
Dragon. (2010) Animated fantasy, with 
the voice of Jay Baruchel. 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Posh Pawn. James test drives an 
Austin A35 van and meets 1980s 
pop star Leee John, who is hoping 
to sell a collection of jewellery he 
believes is worth £40,000. Claudia 
visits the Manchester store to 
appraise some designer bags. 

8.00 The Biggest Little Railway in the 
World. The track approaches 
Inverness, but has to cross the 60- 
metre Aberchalder Viaduct first. 
Dick suggests switching the steam 
engine with an electric one, to the 
outrage of the purists on the team. 
An ingenious solution is developed 
to cross a flight of steps on the 
approach to the city. In the forests 
surrounding Loch Ness, the track 
laying team’s spirits are flagging 
and Molly considers quitting the 
project. 

9.00 SAS: Who Dares Wins. The 

remaining recruits are challenged 
to dive backwards and blindfolded 
into a reservoir from a gangplank 
10 metres up, before moving on to 
the most psychologically 
demanding stage of training - 
resisting interrogation. A 
simulated capture puts the 
friendship between two of the 
group to the test, as they are 
pushed towards betraying one 
another. 

10.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comical 
words-and-numbers quiz, with 
Alan Carr and Josh Widdicombe 
taking on Joe Wilkinson and Sara 
Pascoe. Bill Bailey helps out in 
Dictionary Corner. (R) 

11.00 Film: Side Effects. (2013) Thriller, 
starring Jude Law. 

1.00 Holocaust: The Revenge Plot. (R) 

1.55 The Supervet. (R) 2.50 Coast vs 
Country. (R) 3.45 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 
4.10 Coast vs Country. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.20 Poppy 
Cat. (R) 6.35 Wissper. (R) 6.40 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.45 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 

6.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.15 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.25 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.40 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.45 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.10 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.25 Nella the Princess Knight. 8.40 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. 10.20 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 11.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.15 Film: Robin Hood: 
Prince of Thieves. (1991) Action 
adventure, starring Kevin Costner. 4.15 
Film: A Cinderella Story. (2004) 5.20 5 
News Update. 5.25 Film: A Cinderella 
Story. (2004) Concluded. 

6.00 Film: Johnny English Reborn. 
(2011) A bumbling former secret 
agent is lured out of seclusion to 
foil an attempt to assassinate the 
premier of China. Spy comedy 
sequel, starring Rowan Atkinson 
and Gillian Anderson. 

8.00 Billionaire Kids: Diamond Lives. 
Documentary about the luxurious 
lives of children from wealthy 
families, as well as the companies 
able to make a profit by catering to 
the youngsters’ every whim. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. With two 
housemates evicted on Friday 
night, the remaining celebrities 
embark on their final week, 
knowing only one of them 
can be crowned winner on Friday 
night. 

10.05 Film: The Boy Next Door. (2015) 
Premiere. A newly single teacher’s 
flirtation with a handsome 
teenager living next door begins to 
spiral out of control. Thriller, 
starring Jennifer Lopez and Ryan 
Guzman. 

11.35 Film: Her Last Will. (2016) 
Premiere. A conwoman hatches 
a plan to drive an old woman 
insane to allow her children to 
inherit the family fortune. Thriller, 
starring Rya Kihlstedtand Patrick 
Fischler. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity 100 
Per Cent Hotter: The BIG Challenge. (R) 
4.00 Britain’s Greatest Bridges. (R) 4.45 
House Doctor. (R) 5.10 Great Artists. (R) 

5.35 House Busters. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 The Coffee Trail with 
Simon Reeve 9.00 Timeshift: The Men 
Who Built the Liners 10.00 Machines 
11.05 BBC Proms 2017 12.35 Classic 
Soul at the BBC 1.35 Art, Passion & 
Power: The Story of the Royal Collection 

2.35 Timeshift: The Men Who Built the 
Liners 3.05 Close 

ITV2 

11.35 Take Me Out 12.55 The Voice UK 
2.20 Film: Yogi Bear (2010) 3.20 FYI 
Daily 3.25 Film: Yogi Bear (2010) 3.55 
Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 5.10 FYI 
Daily 5.15 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday 
(2007) 5.45 Film: The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey (2012) 6.45 FYI 
Daily 6.50 Film: The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey (2012) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.25 The Cleveland 
Show 1.15 Release the Hounds 2.10 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
2.25 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.55 Lewis 1.55 Foyle’s War 6.00 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 8.00 Paul 
O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 9.00 
Tonight at the London Palladium 10.00 
Birds of a Feather 11.05 Film: Evil Under 
the Sun (1982) 1.20 Blue Murder 2.40 
Rosemary & Thyme 3.55 Road to 
Avonlea 5.35 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

12.45 Darts: The Masters Live. Coverage 
of day three from Milton Keynes. 5.00 
Storage Wars 6.00 Pawn Stars 7.00 
Darts: The Masters Live. Further 
coverage of day three from Milton 
Keynes. 10.30 Film: Harry Brown (2009) 

11.30 FYI Daily 11.35 Film: Harry Brown 
(2009) 12.35 Minder 2.35 Football’s 
Greatest: Thierry Henry 2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

1.00 Film: Toy Story OF TERROR! (2013) 

1.30 The Goldbergs 3.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: The Chronicles of 
Narnia: The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 

S 10.15 The Big Bang Theory 11.15 
__ ibox 1.20 Rude Tube 2.20 First 
Dates 3.15 First Dates Abroad 
Film4 

11.00 The Day the Earth Stood Still 
(1951) 1.00 Cheaper By the Dozen 2 
(2005) 2.50 Dunston Checks In (1996) 

4.30 Journey to the Center of the Earth 
(1959) 7.05 The Cold Light of Day (2012) 
9.00 The Wolf of Wall Street (2013) 

12.30 Red State (2011) 2.10 A Better Life 
(201 1)4.00 Close 
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FEBRUARY 

SHOW /EXCURSION 

HOTEL 

NIGHTS 

PRICE £ 

02 

The Band - Music of Take That 

Queens 

2 

225.00 

04 

Thriller 

Hilton 

1 

135.00 

10 

Phantom of the Opera 

Hilton 

1 

145.00 

10 

Strictly Come Dancing 

Doubletree 

1 

175.00 

10 

Mamma Mia 

Hilton 

1 

169.50 

10 

Wicked 

Day Excursion 


75.00 

11 

Strictly Come Dancing 

Hilton Waldorf 

1 

195.00 

14 

Cilia The Musical - Oxford 

Day Excursion 


69.50 

15 

Annie 

Day Excursion 


75.00 

18 

Sunday Lunch Thames Cruise 

Hilton Waldorf 

1 

159.50 

24 

Wicked or Phantom 

Hilton 

1 

From 135.00 

MARCH 

SHOW/EXCURSION 

HOTEL 

NIGHTS 

PRICE £ 

01 

Warner Studios - Harry Potter 

Day Excursion 


69.50 

02 

Woman in Black and Afternoon Tea Cruise 

Marriott 

2 

199.50 

02 

Mamma Mia or Kinky Boots and Afternoon Tea Cruise 

Marriott 

2 

From 225.00 

02 

Phantom of the Opera 

Marriott 

2 

199.50 

02 

Adele Tribute plus Isle of Wight Tour 

Hilton 

2 

185.00 

03/10/17/24 

Harry Potter plus Film Locations 

Hilton 

1 

149.50 

05 

D Day Divas Tour, Live Entertainment & A Tea 

Day Excursion 


57.50 

09/16/23 

Diana Fashion Story, The Shard and A Tea Cruise 

Marriott 

2 

249.50 

16 

42nd Street 

Marriott 

2 

235.00 

16 

Les Miserables 

Marriott 

2 

239.50 

17 

Cilia The Musical 

Doubletree 

1 

159.50 

18 

Ideal Home Show Exhibition 

Day Excursion 


39.50 

23 

Wicked or Phantom 

Marriott 

2 

199.50 

30 

John Bishop in Liverpool 

Mercure 

2 

199.50 

30 

School of Rock 

Marriott 

2 

235.00 

30 

Motown 

Marriott 

2 

239.50 


VISIT www.parrys-international.co.uk 

Call us, pop in & meet our reservations team or book online 
Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay, West Midlands, WS6 7QX 





— • • 


At Holiday Inn Birmingham-Walsall 
^^Sunday liith March 2018 .z 

Share this Mother's Day at The Holiday Inn 
and treat the special lady in your life 

3 Course Caivery Including 
Bubbly and Chocolates 

Adults £19.95 
Children £9.95 

| 

Under 5's Eat Free 

vT WT 



r 

C 




► FOR OUR LATEST BROCHURES CALL: 01922 414576 


Book early to avoid disappointment 


Cfioose and book your 
time, you can be seated at; 
12pm or 1.30pm 


if PARRYS 

W=» INTERNATIONAL 


For further details: 

Contact: 01922 618800 (Opt 2) 

Or Email: Sales.hiwalsall@kewgreen.co.uk 


it 
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MONDAY 

The Town, Channel 5,12.05am 

A thief takes a bank manager hostage while he and 
his gang make their getaway, only to later learn she 
lives in the same neighbourhood as him. As FBI 
agents close in, he tries to befriend her to make sure 
she cannot identify him, but as he falls in love with 
her, he considers changing his ways - risking the fury 
of his unstable partner in crime. Drama, directed by 
and starring Ben Affleck. With Rebecca Hall and 
Jeremy Renner. (2010) 

TUESDAY 

The Wrong Nanny, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Premiere. Stella hires a nanny to take care of her twin 
boys, only to find out the woman she hired is her 
daughter that she gave up for adoption. Thriller, 
starring Madison Adams. (2017) 

WEDNESDAY 

The Stranger Inside, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

Premiere. A woman and her husband who are trying 
to have a baby become the target of their fertility 
doctor. Thriller, starring Sofia Milos. (2016) 



THURSDAY 

Escaping Dad, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman goes on the run with her children to escape 
an abusive husband. But he is the District Attorney 
and uses his legal connections to put out an amber 
alert on his missing family. Thriller, starring Sunny 
Mabrey, Jason Wiles, Grace Van Dien and Rick 
Overton. (2017) 

FRIDAY 

My Daughter Is Innocent, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Two teenage girls are accused of a brutal murder and 
one mother is determined to prove her daughter’s 
innocence. However, all may not be as it seems. 
Thriller, starring Victoria Pratt. (2017) 

Calvary, BBC2,11.05pm 

A priest tries to put his community’s affairs in 
order as he waits for a meeting with a man who has 
vowed to kill him. Drama, starring Brendan Gleeson, 
Chris O’Dowd, Kelly Reilly, Aidan Gillen and Dylan 
Moran. (2014) 



Matilda looks to connect the 
dots in thrilling new series 


ometimes, the scariest 
dramas aren’t the goriest or 
the ones that make you jump, 
but the subtle stories that rely on 
mood and a slowly building sense 
of disquiet that creeps up on you. 

That’s what writer Kris Mrksa is 
aiming to do with his new six-part 
series Requiem, which is partly 
inspired by such classic 
psychological horrors as The 
Innocents, Rosemary’s Baby and 
Don’t Look Now. 

Or as actress Lydia Wilson, who 
plays the main character Matilda 
Gray, puts it when asked what drew 
her to the role: “What I really liked 
was the fact that it was a 
psychological drama, but in a 
sneaky way. Matilda is a girl from 
London in Converse trainers, whose 
life suddenly spirals into this giant 
mystery. 

“Requiem starts off with the 
banality of everyday London, and 
then it suddenly goes, ‘Woah!’” 

Although she may dress like an 
ordinary twentysomething, the first 
episode makes it clear that there is 


something unusual about Matilda- 
she’s a successful cellist. In fact, 
she about to head off to New York to 
begin a concert tour when her 
mother Janice (Joanna Scanlon) 
takes her own life. 

As far as Matilda is concerned, 
there were no hints that her mum 
was suicidal. To make sense of the 
tragedy, she goes through a box 
that was on Janice’s bed, and finds 
it contains items relating to Carys 
Howell, a young girl who went 
missing from a small Welsh village 
more than 20 years ago. 

In a bid to discover if there’s a link 
between her mother’s death and the 
toddler’s disappearance, Matilda 
and her loyal accompanist Hal (Joel 
Fry) set off for Penllynith. 

Lydia can understand why Matilda 
needs to get to the bottom of 
Janice’s suicide. “That’s the key 
relationship in the whole drama. 

Like a lot of single-parent families, 
they’re friends, as well as a mother 
and a daughter. Matilda is filled with 
grief about Janice’s suicide. 

“She is now at a crossroads in her 


life. She can either fall apart or she 
could channel her sadness into an 
obsessive search for her true identity. 
That’s a much more bearable way of 
dealing with her grief.” 

However, it seems Matilda may not 
be only one grieving as she arrives in 
Penllynith on the day that the funeral 
of Ewan Dean, a wealthy local 
landowner who died in mysterious 
circumstances, is being held. 

Ewan’s Australian nephew Nick 
(James Frecheville), who has 
inherited the estate, invites the 
musicians to stay at Dean House, 
which Matilda recognises from a 
photo in a mother’s box. But could 
there be another reason why the 
property seems so familiar - and 
increasingly sinister? 

Lydia suspects viewers will want 
to keep tuning into Requiem, which 
will be shown internationally by 
Netflix, to find out. “I hope 
audiences will fall in love with this 
world and want to keep coming 
back to it. I hope they will feel like 
we did when we made it - intrigued 
by this strange thing that doesn’t 
look like anything else.” 




Lydia Wilson stars in Requiem, Friday, BBC1,9pm 



MONDAY 
Winterwatch 2018 
BBC2, 9pm 

The team returns to the National Trust’s Sherborne 
Park Estate in the heart of the Cotswold 
countryside, and although this is the third 
consecutive season they have spent here, the 
familiar surroundings still hold many surprises. 
Michaela Strachan and Chris Packham are based 
at the cosy barn on the estate, bringing updates 
from the remote cameras rigged throughout 
Gloucestershire, and Martin Hughes-Games 
continues his investigations into some of the harder- 
to-find animal characters, including trout, lesser 
horseshoe bats, red kites and skylarks. Meanwhile, 
Gillian Burke is on the road once more, coming live 
from the island of Islay just off the west coast of 
Scotland. This is a special place in the winter - it’s 
unique position in relation to the jetstream makes it 
a haven for all kinds of wildlife, including otters and 
golden eagles. 

TUESDAY 

Can You Rebuild My Brain? 

Channel 4,10pm 

When Lotje Sodderland was 34, her brain 
was permanently damaged by a stroke that 
almost killed her. It fundamentally changed her and 



how she saw the world but it also left her 
fascinated with the science that saved her life. 
Cameras follow Lotje as meets neuroscience 
pioneers - scientists who are using the latest 
knowledge to repair ‘broken’ brains and developing 
ground-breaking treatments for everything from 
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s to autism. Lotje 
examines the risks as well as the rewards 
associated with fixing something experts don’t yet 
fully understand. 


WEDNESDAY 

The Truth About Getting Fit 
BBC1,8pm 

Michael Mosley and a team of 
scientists investigate the some 
of the easiest and most effective 
ways to get the biggest benefits of 
exercise. In Sheffield, the team test 
whether walking 10,000 steps a day 
is more effective than doing short 10 
minute brisk walks, and in London, 
Michael installs a bike in an office 
to test whether workers can get fit 
by doing just two minutes of 
intense exercise a week. 

Elsewhere in the programme, 
Michael also joins strength 


experts in Glasgow to do a 6 week experiment, 
comparing the effects of heavy and light weights for 
building muscle. 

THURSDAY 

Death Row 2018 with Trevor McDonald 
ITV, 9pm 

Five years on from his harrowing 
fortnight at the maximum-security 
Indiana State Prison, Sir Trevor 
McDonald returns to meet the 
new arrivals on death row as well 
s some familiar faces. He is 
reunited with Ronald Sanford, 

) killed two elderly women at the 
age of 13. Sanford was 

incarcerated at 15 years 
old and although he 
3 spent the last 
two decades 
educating himself, 
the reality is that 
he will most likely 
end his life here. 
The prisoner opens 
d about the 
disturbing 
childhood that, 



he claims, made him able to commit such heinous 
acts. However, another inmate, the remorseless 
William Clyde Gibson, from South Indiana, who was 
sentenced to death in June 2014 for killing and 
mutilating three women, disagrees. ’Everybody 
thinks when you do the type of stuff I did, people 
automatically think it’s because you had a bad 
childhood,’ he says. ’I had a perfectly normal 
childhood.’ 


FRIDAY 

Nigel Slater’s Middle East 
BBC2, 9pm 

Some countries seem to attract more celebrity 
chefs on culinary adventures than other - Italy has 
definitely played host to more than its fair share of 
TV cooks. But in this new series, Nigel Slater is 
going off the beaten track as he tours the Middle 
East, which is home to some of the oldest and 
grandest cuisines in the world. His journey begins 
in the Lebanon, where he learns how the country’s 
dishes are influenced by its position on the 
Mediterranean. As he travels from Beirut to the 
Beqaa Valley, close to the Syrian border, eating with 
local families and home cooks, he learns more 
about the people’s resilience in the face of decades 
of war, and how that it is reflected in their pride in 
their culture and cuisine. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


* 


n . m 

JITMENT 

^4 

NEXT VACANCY^^IpX 

DDOM7C civcn DDirc ™ 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY ^ W 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE ” 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


l 




*AII prices are subject to VAT 
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BRAIN GYM ^ 


Codeword 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

s 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

1 

13 

26 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 



1 

c 

2 

M 

3 

G 

R 

5 

Y 

6 

Q 

7 

V 

8 

o 

9 

K 

10 

S 

ii 

J 

12 

A 

13 | 

14 

P 

15 

T 

16 

X 

17 

E 

18 

N 

19 

z 

20 

F 

21 

u 

22 

L 

23 

H 

24 

w 

25 

D 

26 

B 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Creatures put in a 
trap, escaped (4) 

8. Official note in 
which half the 
comments can’t be 
matched (10) 

9. Is apprehensive 
about the 
plumage (8) 

10. A number of letters 
for a job (4) 

12. The light touch of 
an oarsman (6) 

14. Trim the Christmas 
tree (6) 

15. The medicine-man 
hides the 
pictures (6) 

17. Valuing scrap metal 
inside (6) 

18. Insect with 
reversed barb (4) 

19. It’s cheap to supply 
a literary 
pot-pourri (8) 

21. Set and convert 
into a cotton 
field (10) 

22. After this the board 
will make a piece of 
furniture (4) 


Down 

2. Footman needs a 
trip for a 
change (10) 

3. A little science 
to upset the 
Caledonian (4) 

4. Current measure 
makes mother 
return to father in 
Paris! (6) 

5. Maledictions 
producing sure 
confusion in the 
Civil Service (6) 

6. To cause 
depression I’d 
upset the alcohol (8) 

7. The others don’t 
work (4) 

11. It will take only a 
minute to go all 
round this kind of 
shop (6-4) 

13. Never too disturbed 
to produce a 
harmonic (8) 

16. Seem to be an 
equal, we hear (6) 

17. Rough woodwork 
for the yokel (6) 

18. Substitutes stop in 
front of these (4) 

20. Places providing 
refreshment in 
opposite directions 
(4) 



Quick Clues: 

Across Down 


1. Pitch (4) 

2. Scandalous (10) 

8. Volcanic tremor (10) 

3. Despatched (4) 

9. Sham (8) 

4. Fruit (6) 

10. Yawn (4) 

5. Protect (6) 

12. Set fire to (6) 

6. Bog (8) 

14. Golf club (6) 

7. Measure (4) 

15. Cherish (6) 

11. Priority (10) 

17. Beer-maker (6) 

13. Gap (8) 

18. Russian ruler (4) 

16. Formula (6) 

19. Contemplate (8) 

17. Brigand (6) 

21. Frustrate (10) 

18. Neat (4) 

22. So be it (4) 

20. Jot (4) 


Sudoku 






4 



1 


2 


9 

7 

5 



3 




4 



1 

9 


2 

9 




1 

7 



4 


7 

1 




6 

2 


5 




6 




3 



2 

3 




4 



4 




8 

3 


5 


5 



9 

4 





Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


4 8 2 7 5 9 3 


5 6 3 2 4 1 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Omega; 8 Outcast; 9 Bring 
to; 10 An end; 12 Essentials; 15 At half-mast; 

18 Keats; 19 Tellers; 21 Fortune; 22 Serve. 

Down: 1 Double talk; 2 Remit; 3 Gang; 

4 Morose; 5 Atlantis; 6 Cameras; 11 Distressed; 
13 Sells out; 14 Theatre; 16 Matter; 17 Heart; 

20 Lose. QUICK - Across: 7 Barge; 8 Observe; 

9 Exploit; 10 Alter; 12 Disrespect; 15 Omniscient; 
18 Still; 19 Fervour; 21 Cleaner; 22 Round. 

Down: 1 Obsequious; 2 Erupt; 3 Zero; 4 Porter; 

5 Assassin; 6 Written; 11 Retrograde; 

13 Insolent; 14 Infidel; 16 Inform; 17 Vogue; 

20 Rare. 


r 


Quiz 


1. What is the name of the sequel to Milton’s 
Paradise Lost? 

2. Which avant-garde New York rock group 
featured Lou Reed and John Cale? 

3. Whose vice-president was Richard Nixon? 

4. Of which group of islands is Espiritu Santo 
the largest? 

5. What position would we call that of the 
Taoiseach? 


6. Which British tennis player won the 1994 
Korean Open? 

7. By what name do we know the spider 
Latrodectus mactans? 

8. Who is the current UK Poet Laureate? 

9. Which former Bishop of London has 
become a Roman Catholic priest? 

10. In which African country is Abuja? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Old Vic; 2 Karl Marx; 3 John Dos 
Passos; 4 Dorchester; 5 JRR Tolkein; 

6 Nereids or nereides; 7 Honey-bee poison; 

8 Pontius Pilate; 9 Textured vegetable protein; 
10 1975. 

Niner: FILAMENTS 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


967178 gives a fuel, 

531168 gives a type of fuel, 

4629 gives a power. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



Predictably 

reassuring 


4 ‘ ^ 


Jr 
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Offroad Wheelchair Level Find us on 
Parking Friendly Access FACEBOOK 


Qenture 

•Clinic 


Visit our websites 
for more information: 


North Street / 
Dental and \ 
Implant Clinic 


¥ 


Are you fed up with multiple failing teeth? 
Suffer from denture stability problems? 
We may be able to offer a solution at our.. 


info 


Saturday 
3rd & 17th 
February 


Join us on one of the days with no cost or obligation and 
see how our creative, cutting edge dentistry such as implant 
supported dentures and the “teeth in a day” procedure, have 
changed the lives of many patients with multiple failing teeth, 
like the satisfied clients below. 

Meet our talented and friendly team, tour the practice and 
discover how we could change your life in 2018. 


A (Attendance by FREE reservation only. Limited places available) 

_ 

North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 

Denture Clinic also available at: Richmond House, 112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 


www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


To book an appointment or 
reserve an event place call: 


0800 0285185 
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Alio, alio! Finer taste of France 


STOURBRIDGE High Street can be a 
pleasant place to wander around on any 
given day. 

On a Friday, it’s particularly lively, with plenty of 
independent shops, restaurants and bars offering 
the perfect place to take the weight off, meet up with 
friends and family - or even to start the Friday night fun 
a bit early. 

One place that really stands out is the French 
Connection Bistro, and I was lucky enough to try 
the place out with my wife, Kelly, while enjoying my 
birthday. We don’t tend to venture into Stourbridge 
that often and it’s even more rare we get to spend the 
afternoon together while our three-year-old daughter, 
Annabelle, is at nursery. 

But the opportunity of enjoying some lovely French 
food was too good to miss - so the cinema idea was 
binned in favour for some top grub and fine wine. 


RUSTIC 

Pretty much everyone has tried French cuisine at 
some point in their lives, but I was a French restaurant 
virgin. One thing I can say, however, is entering French 
Connection is like being teleported from the hustle, 
bustle of a busy Black Country town, into a rustic, 
homely and cosy restaurant sat in the middle of a village 
in France. 

I had visions of how it might look and it was exactly 
what I’d hoped for - quiet, quaint, well laid out, plenty of 
space and the right amount of privacy. There was also 
some nice French background music too. 

Each meal is individually prepared using ingredients 
that have usually been freshly delivered each day. The 
chef has more than 22 years experience and all the food 
is served straight from the pan to your plate. 

The menu, as you’d expect, was wide ranging. Some 



of it was very reasonable while other options were 
pretty pricey, which is what you’d expect when ordering 
something like lobster. 

There was also a lunchtime menu too, which 
changes according to the season and the availability of 
ingredients. Any food intolerance or allergy issues can 
also be catered for if staff are informed before placing 
an order. As it was a lunchtime meal and we didn’t fancy 
anything too heavy, we opted for the three courses for 
£14.95 - served noon to 2.30pm - which was a very 
reasonable for what we got. 


An example of the food on offer included homemade 
vegetable soup with French bread and butter, French 
coarse pork pate served with toasted baguette and 
salad garnish, mushroom ravioli with mushroom sauce 
and Parmesan, and smoked salmon mousse with prawn 
salad (for an extra £1) - and they were just the starters. 

The mains were equally as impressive and included 
the likes of salmon fillet with coarse grain mustard sauce 
served with poached egg and crushed potatoes, beef 
stuffed peppers, and butterbean and cheese bake in a 
Filo pastry dish. 


There was also a ‘fish of the day’ option, which 
happened to be homemade fisherman’s pie topped with 
potatoes and served vegetables. 

The desserts, like the starters and mains, change 
regularly so what you get can be a bit of a lottery. But 
if ours were anything to go by, it’s a lottery you cannot 
lose. 

We shared a bottle of Riviera which, without 
pretending to be connoisseurs, was possibly the nicest 
merlot we had ever tasted.lt was a great start to a 
birthday weekend. JAMES FISHIER 


deader 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 



London 

Capital Bargain Break 

Departing Saturday 24 Mar 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Heathrow area 

✓ Free time in London 


2 Days 

by Coach 



Diana 

Her Fashion Story 

Departing Saturday 24 Mar 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Heathrow area 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the ‘Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in central London 


2 Days 

by Coach 


£ 129 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 





Ideal Home Show 

Departing Saturday 24 Mar 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Heathrow area 

✓ Admission to the Ideal Home Show on Sunday, 
with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in London on Saturday 


The Houses of Parliament 

Departing Saturday 24 Mar 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Heathrow area 

✓ Admission to the Palace of Westminster on 
Saturday, with self-guided audio tour 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 


2 Days 

by Coach 


2 Days 

by Coach 


£ 139 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


Quote 033 numbers are free within Or Visit US 

Uw5UU IoU Uwl OMRT otherwise standard rates apply. Online at 


omegabreaks.com/RT 






































PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Five-bedroomed 
detached property 
on a corner plot 

Featuring contemporary styling, this superbly 
designed five-double-bedroomed detached family 
home, 8 Ragstone Close, Reedswood, Walsall, lies 
on a corner plot. 

It is for sale through Goodchilds Estate Agents at 
£295,000. 

In the Harewood design, built by Cala Homes 
Group in 2009, it includes an open plan kitchen/diner. 
It has high specification fixtures and fittings, a garage 
and off-road parking and lies in a cul-de-sac location. 

A spokesman for the selling agent said: “The 
‘Reedswood Place’ development is ideally positioned 
with Walsall town centre a short drive away. The 
property is within a short walk to Reedswood Park 
and there are schools for all ages nearby. For 
commuters the M6 motorway network is accessed by 
J10 and is less than one mile away. 

“Set at the head of the cul-de-sac on a generous 
plot this imposing family home, built to The Harewood 
design, briefly comprises of a contemporary style 
open plan kitchen/diner with views over a good-sized 
rear garden and five double bedrooms with an en- 
suite shower room to the master. 

“To the outside are front and rear gardens and a 
driveway and garage provides off-road parking. The 
property is finished to a high specification and also 
benefits from the remaining NHBC 10-year warranty.” 

In more detail this home is built to an attractive, 
modern design. 

The front garden is bordered by a short fence 
and has black wrought iron gates opening to its 
tarmacadamed driveway. 

The lounge is a good size and has an attractive 
feature fireplace in a contemporary pebble 
stone design. The kitchen is nice and spacious, 
having ample contemporary wood-effect units, 
complemented by wood-effect working surfaces and 
modern chrome handles. 

Goodchilds Estate Agents & Lettings is a relatively 
young but dynamic company, having been 
established since 1994 as Goodchilds Property 
Investments offering affordable rental properties into 
the residential market. 



KEY FEATURES 

Superbly designed detached 
By Cala Homes Group 
Corner plot 
5 double bedrooms 
Contemporary styling 






Bobby Singh, Esq 

MBA FCCA 


AWARD WINNING 
ESTATE AGENTS 


LOVEYOUR 

POSTCODE 


loveyourpostcode.com* | 01922 215116 1 0800 862 0870 
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Modern property is 
an ideal first time buy 

BLOXWICH 

£140,000 


Being very well presented and set in a cul-de-sac, 
this three-bedroomed modern semi-detached 
house in Usk Close, Bloxwich, Walsall, is for sale 
through Goodchilds Estate Agents at £140,000. 

Close to shops, this is ideal for first-time buyers and 
located in a cul-de-sac off Ingram Road within easy 
access of the Blakenall Heath shops, Valley nursery 
school and the Walsall Academy. 

Internally the property comprises an entrance hallway 
with a guest cloakroom/WC, a modern fitted breakfast 
kitchen and a spacious main lounge/diner with French 
doors opening to the rear garden. The first floor has a 
fitted cupboard to the landing, three bedrooms and a 
modern bathroom. 

Call 01922 711444 or visit www.goodchilds-uk.com 



Deceptively 
spacious and 
well planned 
home for sale 


BLOXWICH/TURNBERRY 
£259,950 «< 


Recently new to the property 
market, this well-presented 
and deceptively spacious 
two double-bedroomed 
bungalow in Carnoustie 
Close, Bloxwich/Turnberry, 
Walsall, is for sale through 
Webbs Estate Agents at 
£259,950 with no chain. 

On a corner plot and in a 
sought-after location, it is close 
to all local amenities. 

Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance porch, 
hallway, lounge, conservatory, 
kitchen, utility room, guest WC, 
two double bedrooms and a 
wet room. 

The lounge has patio doors 
to the conservatory and a 
feature fireplace with a gas 
fire. Outside there is a garage, 
driveway, landscaped front, 
rear and side gardens. 

To book a viewing call 
01922 663399 or visit www. 
webbsestateagents.co.uk 



AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


15TH FEBRUARY 

Aston Villa Football Ground 
Starting at 10:30am 


AUCTION 


OVER 130 LOTS 


To include properties on behalf of: 

Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Housing Associations 


^” IC«y C<xr>c4 



3 Lyon Drive, Tamworth 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £155,000+ (plus fees) 




22 Napier Road, Wolverhampton 

2 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £19,000-£24,000 
(plus fees) 



Athlone, Angela Place, Bilston 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £45,000+ (plus fees) 


210 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield 

4 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £195,000+ (plus fees) 



1 Rosemary Avenue, Bilston 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £19,000-£24,000 
(plus fees) 



95 Lime Street, Pennfields 

2 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £59,000+ (plus fees) 



696 Hagley Road West, Oldbury 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £99,000+ (plus fees) 


78 Green Lane, Great Barr 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £60,000+ (plus fees) 



111 Apsley Road, Oldbury 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £135,000+ (plus fees) 


86 Kingsbury Road, Erdington 

Residential Investment Property 
Current Gross Income: £28,020 pa. 

Guide: £250,000+ (plus fees) 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 

(C) 0121 233 5046 @ www.sdlauctions.co.uk V @SDLA_Bigwood 


Each property is subject to a Reserve Price which would ordinarily be within + or - 10% of the quoted Guide Price. Therefore the property may not be able to be purchased at the quoted Guide Price. Both Guide and Reserve Prices can be subject to 
change up to and including the day of the auction. For a full explanation go to www.sdlauctions.co.uk/glossary. All Guide Prices are subject to additional non-optional fees, including the buyers administration fee. For the Energy Performance Rating of 
each property please refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 
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Property built last 
year now awaiting 
its new owners 


WALSALL 

£185,000 


Forming part of this exclusive and recently-built 
development off the Lichfield Road, this well- 
presented three-storey Taylor Wimpey-built family 
home in Penmire Grove, Walsall, is an absolute 
must-view! 

It is for sale through Marrion & Co Estate Agents at 
£185,000 with no chain. 

Having allocated off-road parking for two vehicles, 
the gas centrally heated and PVCu double glazed 
accommodation briefly includes a canopy porch, 
entrance hall/stairs, a guests cloakroom/WC, fitted 
kitchen, rear lounge/diner, three excellent bedrooms, 
the master with en-suite shower room/WC, principal 
bathroom/WC and a rear garden. 

This well-presented three-storey town house is 
thought to date from 2017, having been constructed 
to good quality standards by national house builders 



Taylor Wimpey and is situated in a cul-de-sac on the 
secluded popular “Sadlers Brook” development, just 
off the Lichfield Road. It is approached via Cambridge 
Lane, passing open fields and across a brook. The 
property benefits from the remainder of the 10-year 
NHBC Build Mark Warranty. 

It is well placed with good access to public 
transport services, schools catering for children of 
all age groups and places of public worship. Nearby 
Walsall town centre has good shopping facilities 
and nearby motorway junctions provide convenient 
commuting to Birmingham city centre and access to 
the wider West Midland conurbation. 

For further information, or to book that all 
important viewing to see if this is the ideal next 
home for you, contact Marrion & Co on 01922 
404446 or visit www.marrion.co.uk 



Six-bedroomed 
three-storey 
home has been 
much extended 

WALSALL 

£399,950 


With tremendous, much 
extended accommodation, 
this six-bedroomed family 
house in Scott Road, Walsall, 
is for sale through Edwards 
Moore Estate Agents at 
£399,950. 

Internal viewing is essential 
in order to appreciate the 
many attributes the property 
has to offer. 

With all amenities close 
by, the gas centrally heated 
and double-glazed property 
includes an enclosed porch, 
a reception hall, a through 
lounge, a spacious dining/ 
kitchen, a utility with a guest 
WC, four first floor bedrooms, 
two with en-suite shower 
rooms, a re-fitted family 
bathroom, two second floor 
bedrooms, a large garage, 
attractive enclosed rear 
gardens together with a large 
in-and-out driveway providing 
parking for multiple cars. 

For further information 
contact Edwards Moore on 
01922 615222 or visit www. 
edwardsmoore.co.uk 




Golf course views for this 
excellent family cul-de-sac 


WALSALL 

£259,950 


Situated in a popular cul-de-sac with views across 
Walsall Golf Club to the rear, this three-bedroomed 
semi-detached house in Hobart Drive, Walsall, is 
for sale through Edwards Moore Estate Agents at 
£259,950. 

This well-appointed and extended traditional 
semi-detached property has good-sized family living 
accommodation with double glazing and gas-fired 
central heating. 

It briefly comprises an enclosed porch, a reception 
hall, a sitting room, an extended lounge/dining room, a 
kitchen and a utility. 

On the first floor there are three good-sized bedrooms, 
a shower/bathroom, a garage, an attractive view from a 
neat rear garden and an excellent frontage with plenty of 
off-road parking. 

To book a viewing contact Edwards Moore Estate 
Agents on 01922 700700. 


K.Stuart Swash 

PROPERTY AUCTION 


NEXT SALE 


«< 


Wednesday 28th March 

Entries to date include: 

Residential and other properties for renovation. 
Investments and Land. 

Further entries invited 
Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 
(01902) 710626 / 424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 
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BLOXWICH 

FARMDALE GROVE 


Detached Coach House Apartment 
Entrance Hallway 
Open Plan Kitchen 
Lounge/Diner 
2 Bedrooms 



• Bathroom 

• Garage 

• Driveway 

• Viewing Essential 


£139<)50 

BLOXWICH 

CARNOUSTIE CLOSE 





• En-Suite Bathroom 

• Double Garage 

• Must Be Viewed 

• NO CHAIN 


£320,000 OFFERS OVER 


BLOXWICH 

LYDFORD ROAD 



A ft 1 - -LLI 


Detached Bungalow 
Sought After Location 
Through Hallway 
Lounge 



• Refitted Kitchen 

• Utility Room 

• 2 Double Bedrooms 

• Generous Garage 


"Mu/l 



lllCi * i 

I&S3 

^ V 

mfj . 



• Stunning Family Home 

• Popular Cul de Sac 

• Through Hallway 

• Guests WC, Breakfast Kitchen 

• Lounge/Diner 






• Modern Extended Detached 

• Through Hallway, Lounge/diner 

• Kitchen, Dining Room 

• Guest WC 

• En Suite to Master Bedroom 


111 


> Traditional Semi 

> Lounge 

> Dining Room 

> Refitted Kitchen 


Refitted Bathroom 
3 Double Bedrooms 
No Chain 

Viewing Recommended 


£130,000 Offers Over 
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Tel: 01922 404446 


212 High Street, Bloxwich, WS3 3LA 


rightmoveoo.uk 
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(^)nTheMarket: 
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Lydford Road 

Bloxwich 

• Detached Bungalow 

• Immaculately Presented 

• Gas Central Heating, PVCu double glazing. 

• 2 Bedrooms, Lounge, 

• Breakfast kitchen. Conservatory 

• Shower Room, 

• Tandem Garage Driveway 

• Gardens 

£249,950 


Stafford Road 

Great Wyrley 

• Traditional Cottage style detached house 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVCu double glazed 

• 2 reception rooms, Farmhouse kitchen 

• 3 bedrooms, bathroom/WC 

• Driveway 

• Garden 

• Outbuildinqs 

£250,000 


Bealeys Close 

Bloxwich 

• Modern Detached Family Home 

• Gas Central Heating, PVCu Double Glazing 

• Lounge, Dining Room, Study 

• Fittea Breakfast Kitchen, Utility Room, Conservato 

• Four Bedrooms, 

• Ensuite Bathroom 

• Family Bathroom, Detached Double Garage 
Driveway 

• Private Rear Garden 

£320,000 


Stoney Lane 

Bloxwich 

Traditional Detached Home 

Gas Central Heating, Double Glazed (W/S) 

Rear Lounge, Front Dining Room 

Family Room, Kitchen 

Conservatory, Guest WC 

3 Bedrooms, Bathroom 

Garage, Large Driveway 

Mature Gardens 

£365,000 


Paddock Gardens 

Walsall 

• Modern Detached Family Home 

• Three Reception Rooms, Kitchen,aster 

• Family Bathroom 

• Double Garage 

• Driveway 

• Large Rear Garden 

• 5 Bedrooms 

• Must Be Viewed 

£600,000 


We know the value of good service... 


39 


The Chronicle Thursday, January 25, 2018 









































































































The Chronicle Thursday, January 25, 2018 


40 


auction 

Estate House, Darwall Street, 
Walsall WS1 1 DA 

Birmingham & 

Black Country 

0121 289 3838 


Woden Road West 
Wednesbury 


Broadwaters Road 
Wednesbury 


Auction 

Monday 5th 
February 2018 
at 6.00pm Precisely 


Banks’s Stadium, Walsall 
Football Club, Bescot 
Crescent. WalsalM/VS^SA 

Beech Road 
Erdington 


24th, 31st January all at 10am 



•Guide Price £55,000 PLUS 


Glenavon Road 
Birmingham 


Situated in a popular residential 
area next to the black country route I 
this three bedroom semi detached | 
property is ideally suited towards a 
investor. The property is in need of I 
modernisation throughout. Disclaimer I 
The seller is a charity and is therefore I 
prohibited from selling a property I 
to anyone who is an employee or I 
board member of the seller, or is the I 
spouse/civil partner or close relative I 
of a board member, the spouse/civil 
partner of an employee, a donor of I 
land to the seller, an agent on their I 
behalf or institutions or companies I 
controlled by such people. 


24th, 31st January all at 10:30am 



This three bedroom semi detached I 
property is in need of modernisation I 
throughout. The property offers a lot of I 
potential and would ideally be suited I 
towards an investor. (Prospective I 
purchasers are advised to check the I 
mining report). Disclaimer The seller I 
is a charity and is therefore prohibited I 
from selling a property to anyone who I 
is an employee or board member I 
of the seller, or is the spouse/civil I 
partner or close relative of a board I 
member, the spouse/civil partner of I 
an employee, a donor of land to the I 
seller, an agent on their behalf or I 
institutions or companies controlled f 
by such people. 


•Guide Price £47,500 PLUS 


I This two bedroom end terraced property is ideally situated in 
I a popular residential area within Erdington. With all amenities I 
I close at hand the property comprises:Tenure Freehold Ground I 
I Floor Living room and Kitchen First Floor Two bedrooms and I 
I Bathroom Outside Front and Rear Garden, The auctioneer is | 
I yet to inspect the property. 

•Guide Price £80,000 PLUS 


Churchill Road 
Walsall 


Woodside Close 
Walsall 



•Guide Price £77,500 PLUS 


This one bedroom ground floor I 
maisonette is ideally located within I 
a popular residential area. This I 
property is suited towards an investor I 
with little modernisation required f 
to the property.Tenure Leasehold I 
Accomodtion Lounge with door I 
leading to garden, Kitchen, Bedroom I 
One.Services Interested parties are I 
requested to make their own enquiries I 
to the relevant authorities as to the I 
availability of services. Local Authority I 
Birmingham City Council Solicitors I 
AH Legals, AH Legals, Grant Hall, 
Parsons Green, St Ives, PE27 4AA, 
Tel: 0345 305 2543 Additional Fees I 
Administration Charge - £714 inc VAT I 
payable on exchange of contracts. 
Disbursements - Please see the legal I 
pack for any disbursements listed I 
that may become payable by the I 
purchaser on completion. 


24th, 31 st January all at 11 am 


Churchfield Avenue 
Tipton 





Offering tremendous potential this I 
semi detached property affords I 
excellent living accommodation with I 
the added benefit of a large corner I 
plot. With majority upvc double glazing I 
and electric heating the conveniently I 
situated property is within a short f 
distance of motorway and town I 
centre and in brief comprises: Ground I 
Floor Enclosed Porch, Reception Hall, 
Lounge, Breakfast Kitchen and Utility. I 
First Floor Two Double Bedrooms I 
and Bathroom Outside Large Fore I 
Garden With Ample Off Street Parking I 
With Access To Good Sized Garage I 
Together With Neat Enclosed Rear I 
Garden. Viewings: 24th, 31st January f 
all at 11 am 


•Guide Price £75,000 PLUS 


Buildwas Close 
Walsall 


I Situated in a popular residential area in Park Hall, Walsall this 
I freehold building plot benefits from having planning permission 
I (subject to conditions, Application Number: 15/1517) for the 
I construction of one Detached house. With all amenities close at 
I hand the proposed layout is as follows: Tenure Freehold Ground 
I Floor Lounge, Kitchen/Diner, W.C. First Floor Bedroom one with 
I en suite, Bedroom two and Bathroom Second Floor Bedroom 
| three with Ensuite. 

•Guide Price £100,000 PLUS 


Beaton Close 
Willenhall 


By appointment through Auctioneers 



Thorne Road 
Willenhall 





A spacious 3 bedroom first floor flat I 
with gas central heating and being [ 
mostly double glazed. The property I 
comes with the benefit of car parking [ 
at the rear. In brief detail comprising:- I 
Tenure Leasehold Accommodation I 
Hall, Lounge/Dining Room 4.83m x I 
3.78m with two uPVC double glazed f 
windows, electric fire with surround I 
and door to balcony, Kitchen 3.20m I 
x 2.68m with double glazed window, r 
fitted units, single drainer sink unit. 
Bedroom One 3.80m x 3.70m with I 
double glazed window, radiator, [ 
airing cupboard with Worcester I 
Combi Boiler, Bedroom Two 3.80m I 
x 3.20m with double glazed window I 
and radiator. Bedroom Three 2.90m x 
2.40m with single glazed window and I 
radiator. Re-Fitted Shower Room with 
double glazed window, heated towel 
rail, shower cubicle, vanity wash hand 
basin. Separate W.C. with low level 


24th Jan and 31st January at 1:30am 


I This three bedroom semi detached property is in need of 
I modernisation throughout. The property is situated on a 
I generous corner plot as well as being in a popular residential 

•Guide Price £75,000 PLUS 


tfw Property 
Ombudsman 

SAKS 



I This two bedroom double fronted semi detached house is I 
I ideally located within a popular residential area and briefly I 
I comprises, entrance porch, lounge, dining room, kitchen, I 
I conservatory, utility room, two bedrooms and a family I 
I bathroom. The property also benefits from double glazing, gas I 
I central heating and a large rear garden. 

•Guide Price £89,500 PLUS 



Chuckery Road 
Walsall 


,ii ■ 


I This three bedroom semi detached property is in need of 
I modernisation throughout however does hold a lot of potential. 
I The property is situated in a very popular residential area and 
I with all amenities close at hand it comprises:Tenure Freehold 
I Ground Floor Lounge (4m x 3.9m), Kitchen (2.9m x 2.2m), 
I Bathroom and W.C. First Floor Bedroom one (4.2m x 3m), 
I Bedroom two (2.6m x 2.4m), Bedroom three (3.2m x 2.4m) 
I Outside There are gardens at the front side and rear of the 
1 property. Providing the property with a generous plot. 

•Guide Price £72,000 PLUS 



Situated on the very popular Moseley I 
estate in Bloxwich this three bedroom I 
semi detached property is ideally I 
suited towards an investor. The I 
property is in need of modernisation I 
throughout and with all amenities at I 
hand it comprises: Tenure Freehold I 
Ground Floor Lounge (4.8m x 3.9m), 
Kitchen (4.2m x 2.8m) and Utility. I 
First Floor Bedroom One (3.9m x 
3.1m), Bedroom two (2.8m x 2.3m), 
Bedroom three (2.6m x 1.8m) and I 
Bathroom with seperate W.C. Outside I 
At the front of the property there is ai 
overgrown drive providing potential I 
for off road parking. At the rear of the I 
property there is a garden. 


Wa I stead Road 
Walsall 


I Situated in a popular residential area this traditionally styled gas 
I centrally heated and double glazed semi detached property 
I offers tremendous scope for further improvement. With the 
I benefit of gas fired central heating and uPVC double glazing, the 
I property has been extended at ground floor level and internal 
I viewing of the spacious well proportioned accommodation is 
I recommended. Set back from the road behind a block paved 
I driveway with off street parking 


i 


•Guide Price £135,000 PLUS 


I This two bedroom end terraced property is situated in 
I quiet Beaton close cul-de-sac, the property requires very little 
I improvement and would offer great potential for a potential 
I home owner/investor. With all amenities close at hand the 
I property comprises:Tenure Freehold Ground Floor Front door 
I leads to kitchen (4.5m x 2.9m), Lounge with rear door providing 
I access to garden (4.8m x 3.5m). First Floor Bedroom c 
I (4.8m x 2.5m), Bedroom two (3.7m x 2.6m) and Bathroom with 
| seperate W.C. 

•Guide Price £40,000 PLUS 


•Guides are provided as an 
indication of each seller’s 
minimum expectation. They are 
not necessarily figures which 
a property will sell for and 
may change at any time prior 
to the auction. Each property 
will be offered subject to a 
Reserve (a figure below which 
the Auctioneer cannot sell the 
property during the auction) 
which we expect will be set 
within the Guide Range or no 
more than 10% above a 
single figure Guide 


www.auctionhouse.uk.net 

birmingham@auctionhouse.uk.net 




Finda 


om 















































41 



r 

Walsall 01922 711444 

New Office Location 200 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
goodchilds-uk.com 


J 



newtonfallowellB 

PART OF THE NEWTON FALLOWELL CROUP 



Par Court, Bloxwich 

• Impressive Detached Family Home 

• Five Bedrooms 

• Open Plan Living Space 

• Upgraded Fixtures & Fittings 

• Granite Kitchen Worktops 

• Excellent Energy Efficiency Rating (B-84) 




Ragstone Close, Reedswood 


'THE HAREWOOD' By Cala Homes 
'Reedswood Place' Built in 2009 
Open Plan Kitchen/Diner 
Five Double Bedrooms 
High Specification Fixtures & Fittings 


Garage & Off Road Parking 
Cul-de-Sac Location 
Easy Access to the M6 Motorway 
Reedswood Retail Park Nearby 
EPC Rating-B (81) 



Lichfield Road, Bloxwich 


• Traditional Detached Property 

• Extended Kitchen 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Rear Workshop 

• Three Bedrooms 


• In Need of Improvement Throughout 

• Private Rear Garden 

• No Chain 

• MUST BE VIEWED!! 

• EPC-TBC 



Griffins Crescent, Walsall 

• The Kingsford' Design by Taylor Wimpey 
■ Popular Saddlers Brook Development 

• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Easy Access to Local Towns and the M6 

• Granite Tiled Flooring in Hall & Kitchen 

• EPC-C 79 


£190,000 



Blakenall Lane, Blakenall 

• Three Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Many Original Features 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Extended Breakfast Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms 

• EPC - F 36 


£150,000 



Usk Close, Bloxwich 

• Well Presented Semi-Detached 

• Cul-de-Sac Location 

• Driveway for Two Cars 

• Ground Floor WC 

• Fitted Breakfast Kitchen 

• EPC -D 68 


£140,000 



Somerfield Road, Bloxwich 

• Extended Mid-Terrace 

• Main Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Extended Breakfast Kitchen 

• Refitted Bathroom 

• EPC-E 54 


£ 120,000 



Wenlock Gardens, Leamore 

• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached House 

• Lounge with French Doors 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Ground Floor WC 

• Gas Central Heating 

• EPC - D 68 


£115,000 



Station Road, Rushall 

• Modern Taylor Wimpey Built Town House 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• En-Suite to Master Bedroom 

• Downstairs W.C. 

• Rear Allocated Parking 

• EPC-B 85 


£137,500 



Astbury Close, Turnberry Estate 

• Two Bedroom Mid Terrace 

• Ideal First Time Buy 

• Close to Bloxwich Train Station 

• Ample Off Road Parking 

• No Upward Chain 

• EPC - C 70 


£135,000 



Tameside Close, Willenhall 


• Immaculately Presented Town House 

• Set Over Three Floors 

• Four Double Bedrooms 

• Two Bathrooms 

• Off Road Parking 


• Garage 

• 100% Available for £160,000 

• Viewing Essential!! 

• No Chain 

• EPC-C 79 



Clarendon Street, Bloxwich 


Well Presented Period Style Property 
Two Reception Rooms 
Gas Central Heating 
Double Glazing 
Three Bedrooms 


First Floor Bathroom 
Close to Bloxwich High Street 
Viewing Essential!! 

NO CHAIN 
EPC - E 52 



a 

Saldavian Court, Pleck 


• Two Bedroom Flat 


• Ideal Buy-To-Let (450pcm) 


• Cul-de-sac Location 


• Close to Pleck Park 


• Garage to Rear 


• EPC - F30 


£85,000 



Marsh Street, Walsall 

• Studio Apartment in Walsall Town Centre 

• Separate Shower Room 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Balcony with Canal Views 

• Close to all amenities 
■ EPC-E 78 


O.I.E.O £70,000 


( 

Call 01922 711444 for your Free Valuation 

___ J 



• Two Bedroom Bungalow 

• Available to Over 55's 

• No Chain 

• Communal Gardens 

• Communal Parking Area 


Cul-de-sac Location 
Excellent Transport Links 
Double Glazed 
Electric Heating 
EPC - C 69 



Hr Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley - Stafford - Stoke-on-Trent - Telford - Walsall • Wednesbury -Wednesfield - Wolverhampton 
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ROAD TEST 


"MOTORING 


Avery 

By Carmel Stewart 


SsangYong is well-known for its big, 
rugged 4x4 vehicles which can pull several 
tonnes in the shape of horse boxes, trailers 
and caravans. 

Less well-known, perhaps, are its smaller 
vehicles which can still pull the family 
caravan and loads up to two tonnes but are 
less chunky in appearance. One such is the 
Korando SUV which is more a family car than 
a workhorse, being a comfortable, reasonably 
priced five-seater with a decent, flat loading 
boot and off-roading abilities should 
circumstances require. 

On-demand 

It is powered by a 2.2 litre turbocharged, 
Euro 6 compliant SsangYong-built diesel 
engine linked to either a six-speed manual 
transmission or six-speed automatic with 
either front wheel-drive or an intelligent, on- 
demand, all-wheel drive system 

The advanced 4x4 system has two settings. 
For the most part it operates in 2WD for 
optimum fuel efficiency but when sensors 
detect slippage - as with snow/rain/rough 
surfaces - the 4WD system kicks in, sending 
torque to where it is needed most. 

In extreme circumstances it is possible to 
lock it off so that drive is allocated equally 
between front and rear wheels, providing 
the best grip and control for low-speed 
manoeuvres. 

The recently facelifted version adds a more 
modern dash, redesigned chunky steering 
wheel, updated styling, favouring rounded 


decent, inexpensive vehicle 



Towing a caravan, trailer or horse box is no problem for the SsangYong Korando SUV 



All cars get a five-year limitless guarantee 

edges, discreet creases and a new grille, 
headlights, fog lamps and daytime running 
lights. 

As before, the rear seats can recline when 
in use but can also fold flat to allow for more 
load lugging and there is no transmission 
tunnel which means the middle rear seat 
passenger is that much more comfortable. 

There are four models on offer: the two- 
wheel drive SE; the SE 4x4; the ELX 4x4; and 
the ELX with automatic transmission. Prices 
range from £15,800 to £23,500. 

Some of the glossy mags have given the 
Korando a hard time but really it is a very 
decent, inexpensive vehicle. It’ll not set the 
tarmac on fire nor will it traverse rivers deep, 
mountains high - although it’ll have a pretty 
good go at it - but it’ll get you safely through a 
shallow stream and across a muddy field. 


On the road it is comfortable and composed 
unless really pushed. Country lanes at speed 
will induce a certain amount of body roll - 
slow down and the problem is solved. 

All Korando models come with a very decent 
standard kit list. The entry-level SE has six 
airbags, air-conditioning, cruise control, 
electric windows front and rear, Bluetooth 


connectivity, electrically operated and heated 
door mirrors with puddle lamps, roof rails, alloy 
wheels, ESP and hill start assist. 

The top spec ELX adds a leather interior, 
heated front and rear seats, heated steering 
wheel, a powered driver’s seat, front and rear 
parking sensors, a rear-view camera, seven- 
inch touchscreen, RDS radio and TomTom sat 


nav plus distinctive 18-inch diamond-cut alloys. 
All models come with a five-year limitless 
mileage warranty. 

SsangYong cars are manufactured in South 
Korea by SsangYong Motor, which is 73 
per cent owned by the Indian engineering 
conglomerate Mahindra & Mahindra, and 
imported into the UK by SsangYong Motor UK. 



USED CAR DEALS 


PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


NEW CAR REVIEWS & ROAD TESTS 

MOTORING Express&Star 









































Accountancy 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 


Gardening 


Roofing 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy 
services for the self employed, 
rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com 

www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
„ ANY LIKE FOR LIKE . 

4'*'' QUOTATION BEATEN 1 

Senior Citizen Discounts 
I 2 Year Guarantee 

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Aldridge Based 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


T 


OAP 
DISCOUNTS 
FREE 

QUOTATIONS 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

^ -Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
fflQBf Cameras supplied & fitted 
\j|V -Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

^ digital 63 iky 

I . A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

f ‘ 01922 693047 

07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 



External UP VC and composite doors 
also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Late night 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 

Thursdays 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 7 P m 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


J P Techniclean 


Carpets, Upholstery, 
Curtains, Leather 
0800 511 8454 Freephone 
07932 766162 Mobile 

^ Local Family Run Business 

* www.jptechniclean.co.uk/Si 


SPECIAL HALF 
PRICE OFFERS 

Normal Price Special Price 


Carpets 12ft x 15ft £30 
Lounge 12ft x 21ft £42 
Stairs and Landing £38 

Upholstery 

Chair £20 

2 seater sofa £32 

3 seater sofa £38 

Leather 

Chair £30 

2 Seater Sofa £40 


£15 

£21 

£19 

£10 

£16 

£19 

£15 

£20 


Double Glazing 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATI0”S, 
WINDOW & DOOR LOOKS. 

10 YR GUARANTEE 
01543 504900 24 HRS 

07748 108035 Est 30 

years 


IS WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU 
Credit & Debit cards taken 


Driveways 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcot.contractors.ltd@gmail.com 


Gardening 


CRee 


ORe 


A IMU| UM«4 lMM| list 


KUMiUM • MOT 


Carpentry 


Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 1 


Som 7* tmw it s lilp lAMiieS Ties SitMcr «tl 
2' >»*'» e OH nppcn Of inAi»rr«l Tin 5>j •fO'f 

*ei » 1 N Ulil (IM M tifwt celt 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 
Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 


m 


Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 


Ji 


Tel: 01922 443193 
Mob: 07809 431703 


OMf 

GjIJs 

*>TC 


Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 


Fencing 


B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES . 

♦WINTER PRICE REDUCTIONS* 

“BEAT IMPENDING 2018 TIMBER PRICE HIKES" 



FEATHEREDGE 

8-BAR OVERLAP 

PANEL SIZE 

STANDARD 

TANALISED 

STANDARD 

TANALISED 

6' x 6' 

£24.00 

£27.00 

£15.00 

£17.00 

6' x 5' 

£21.50 

£24.50 

£13.50 

£15.50 

6' x 4' 

£19.00 

£22.00 

£12.50 

£14.00 

6' x 3' 

£17.00 

£19.50 

£11.00 

£12.50 

6' x 2' 

£15.00 

£17.00 

£10.00 

£11.00 


Arch-Bow Tops @ £2.00 extra 

10 Bar H/Duty @ £1.50 extra 

Trellis & Picket Panels also at Lower Prices 


♦GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON SUPPLY & FIT* 

CONCRETE POSTS & GRAVEL BOARDS, TIMBER GATES, BALLAST, ETC. 

TEL: 01543 674688, 07886369958 or 07828693442 
UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, WS7 3XD 


Plumbing & Heating 


IpiH 

-1 

-L 1 


- ' I 


ibirerJivea iScs- 

(West Midlands) 

Over 30 years’ experience 

• Servicing • Repairs 

• Gas Safety Checks 
• Factory Trained Engineers 

• All Work Guaranteed 



Call 01922 446678 or 07973 784593 
Put your boiler in safe hands!!! 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED ON 


thebestofwalsall 


Flat Roof Specialists 



CALL MARK: 

01922 694548/07790 214856 

www.walsallroofingspecialists.co.uk 



★ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 


Call: 01922 711150 
07722 533247 


A LL 

AREAS \ 
COVERED 



MBCJ electric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: 1 ___ 


mbelectric. co. uk I 


C.A. Plastering 


SPECIALIST 

PLASTERER 

Affordable, 

Dependable, 

Reliable 

No job too small 

Call 07538 718264 




ANDY’S 
CERAMIC 
WALL & FLOOR 
TILING 

• Kitchen and bathroom 
fitting service 

• General home 
improvements 

FREE QUOTES 

Tel: 01922 494193 
Mobile: 07821837399 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Index 


1 Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


Freeflds 


IT'S 

IT'S 


For items up to £250 

VISIT: 


Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


'W Place a paid for advert 


By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

o 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 






MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Pride Colt fast 6mph scooter, 20 
miles, 28 stone capacity, full 
suspension, lovely scooter, free 
delivery within 50 miles 
included. 

£695 ono. 

07718 089131. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 




Leisure 

Time 


JACKSON-HATELEY 

CYCLES 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


MASSIVE JANUARY 
SALE STARTS TODAY 

Some models to clear at cost price 
Get your fantastic bargain now. 
All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 

Book your cycle now for Easter at sale price 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 
458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton _ 


«, 


i 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

J All Caravans Wanted * 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
J *CASH * WAITING* * 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
J Call Bill on 07825 325 913 J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


CARAVANS FOR SALE with 
seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £9,995 includes 
2018 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 



Caravans from £10,995 
Near Aberystwyth 

12 months owner season! Amazing 
facilities, funding options available 
from 10% deposit (T&C’s apply) 

Call Ciaran on 07542456117 
or email 

CiaranAndrewWilliams@ouUook.com 


holidays 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


JUMBLE SALE 

St Mary's Parish Hall, 
Leveson Street, Willenhall, 
WV13 IDA. 
Saturday, January 27. 
at 11am. 

Admission 20p. 


Free 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Antique Fairs 


ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAIR 

Every month. Codsall Village Hall, 
Sunday 18th January 9am-3pm. 
Call Brian: 07923 538178. 


Home & 
Services 


Louis Taylor 


4r* ArHmNn A MAon 


House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 


INDESIT FRIDGE FREEZER 170cm 
high, white, six months old, excel¬ 
lent condition, as new, genuine rea¬ 
son for sale £180. 01785 813060. 


AT SHEDRITE Free Installation on 
all product orders till end Jan. Wil- 
lennall Rd WV1 2HQ 01902 450137 

SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.87 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 

01543 276006. 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inc vat) 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


C B SHEDS 

& FENCING 

e supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+ PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

HOUSE CLEARANCES! 
gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, any 
oriental items, old brass items, any silver 
items, War medals military etc. 

Lady Buyer 

.Call: 01922 495066 . 

w or 07971 783206 V 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 




Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


specialists at 
your service 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Aerials 


/l/l/T7777^y7, BM 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“1 am very pleased 
with the response 

1 get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 

For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 

ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

\ 

Appliance Repairs 

V_ 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 

\ 

Building Services 

V 

G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465/01902 579592 

P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 

\ 

Building Supplies 

V 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

\ 

Carpentry & Joinery 

v_ 

SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

\ 

Carpet Fitters 

v_ 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 

\ 

Electrical Services 

V 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

poRTwny 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon wIK 1 • AA 

83 Portway Rj W'bury 1 1W 


Gardening Services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
^ patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898 710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


Driveways & Patios 


Selec t £0 

Driveways & Patios Ltd * 

Specialists in Paving & Landscaping 
Insured and Registered 

Tegular Paving • Block Paving Chixka 
Indian Sanstone • Fencing 
Tarmac Red & Black • Slabbing 


Office: 01543 888502 

www.selectdrives.co.uk 



Could you be Tradesperson of the Year? 

To find out how, go to: 

businessawards.expressandstar.com 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cariy out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


House Clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


Quick, discreet and profession 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 


Kitchen Fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 



Painters/ 


\ 

Decorators 



C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 


ADMJ 

Decorating & Maintenance 
City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
OAP Discounts 
FREE QUOTES 

07855 957935 01902 630028 


Plans Prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


Plastering 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


Plumbing & Heating 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

TAD PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs. 

30 years experience 

24 HOUR CALL OUT, NO FEE! 

Call Trevor on 07791 319397 

r.tadplumbingaiKlieatiiigwolveitiampton.co4ik 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


Removals 


ance/single item. Budget rates/reli¬ 
able. 01902 652346/07912 980177 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

















































































































































































01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassIfledAds 


45 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 


12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OS DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


Roofing 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 
Rubber Roofing 

37 years experience 

FREEPHONE 
( 0800 ) 220 - 729 




ROOFING 
Si GUTTERING 


main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Skip Hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 


Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


QUICKA SKIPS 


Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 



Recycling services 

01902 459667 
0121 558 2120 
01543 500 599 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“We are very happy 
with our Classified 
Contract within the 
Express & Star and 
the enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 


Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 
& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 


Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


Pets & 
Animals 


ail 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


SSL SHIRES sports and leisure 
horse riding jacket, navy, 3m scotch 
light reflective, £75 ono. 01922 
71-- 


711619. 07782 487546 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 




NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 


WEDNESBURY SANCTUARY 

needs homes for rescue tabby and 
white kittens. 0121 502 5027. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 




HEN PEN for sale, 6ft 
perch and nesting box, good condi¬ 
tion, pretty design. 07974 670004. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 

from 


w 

1 Includes Mos’t Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 




(mgjBaazm] 

J9accommodation .com 


STUDIO FLAT. All amenities, low 
deposit, vacant now. Near 
Sandwell Hospital. 07828 504083. 


UsSBiBii 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 


- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

ACT NOW! 

Contact us on: 

07796801219/07988882090 



Express & Star 


LANDSCAPE 

GARDENERS! 


CLAIM 

YOUR 


FREE 


ADVERT 


Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


I HOME BUYERS 

MBH hm I Wt THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 


We Buy Houses For Cash 


Free Valuation? Yes/ No Fees? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 

£re+ your FREE, instant cash o-P-Per today! 



Call 01922235885 


or text "Cash" to 66777 yeshomebuyers.&om | 


Jobs 


CLEANERS Early morning start 
Approx 30-35 hours must have own 
transport 07754 910211. 


HGV DRIVER 

Seeks work, any class or 7.5 ton 
or van, very experienced, any 
driving considered, full/part 
time or casual/self employed. 

01922 516528 




SADDLE PREPARER 
REQUIRED 


EXPERIENCE PREFERRED 
GOOD RATE OF PAY 
MUST BE ABLE TO START 
A.S.A.P. 


Permanent position for the right 
person. 

If interested please contact 


Mr Shaun Marsland 


•mpany L 
01922-620233 
07827-928763. 


HOME CARE ASSISTANTS Walsall 
area. Assist with tasks such as per¬ 
sonal care, medication and provid¬ 
ing meals. Must be able to drive. 
Apply online www.libracare.co.uk 




Motoring 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
ick-ups Open seven days 
1902 457002/ 01384 79090. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



AUDI A4 S LINE TDi AUTO 
MULTI TRONIC 

2012 reg. 

4 door saloon. 

Grey. 

6 months MoT. 

FSH, 133,000 miles 
Excellent condition. 
Photo on request. 

£8,850 ono. 

0755 7979582. 


CITROEN BERLINGO VAN 

2009, 09 Plate.1.6 Diesel. 
129,000 Miles, White. MOT'd 
June. Good Condition. Two 
owners from new. 

£2,500 ono 
07710 583286 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERYTD5 

02, 196,000 miles, Dark Green, 6 
months Mot, Diesel, sunroof, good 
body condition. £1,800 ono. 01902 
850545. 



MAZDA MX5 
1.81. Silver. 2006. 

36k miles only. 
Serviced. MoT. 
Very good condition. 
Alloys. 

Reversing sensors. 

£3,750. 

07746 248811. 



RANGE ROVER 
SPORT HSE 

08 reg 126,000 miles, black, sat 
nav, fridge, service history. 

£8,750 ono. 

Telephone 07885772238. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALLASTRA 
TWINTOP 


2009, 39,000 miles, black, 
MoT, Air con, CD, ABS, FSH 

£3,200 ono. 

01922 513267. 



13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 
www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 


is&B&si 


LOW MILEAGE 


CHEVROLETTACUMA 

5 seater, 

55 plate, 
blue, 

only 52,000 miles, 
four new tyres. 
MoT'd till May. 

£500 ono. 

0121 531 0240. 


IIU 


RUNNER 


VW BEETLE 

51 reg, 1600. 
MoT'd. 

£725 ono. 


Telephone 07864 842076. 




BARGAIN 


FORD FIESTA TDCi 1500 


3dr van, 2012, MoT, one owner, 
136,000 miles, very tidy. 


£2,750 

07768 841443. 


NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


i 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 



Mobile Mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 


Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 


(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Walsall Council, Planning, 
Engineering and Transportation 


Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management 
Procedure Order 2015 (as amended) 


The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. 
Applications can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or 
online www.walsall.aov.uk/plannina . Representations can be made online, 
email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning, 
Engineering and Transportation, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 
IDG. Representations should be made within 21 days of the date of this 
notice. Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the 
planning file which is a public document and will be available for inspection 
at the Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request 
under the Freedom of Information Act. 


17/1648 Mr Hirst FOR: LISTED BUILDING CONSENT FOR THE 
INSTALLATION OF TWO ROOF LIGHTS & FLUE. AT: COACH HOUSE, 
CEDAR COURT, WALSALL WOOD ROAD, ALDRIDGE, WALSALL, 
WS98QU 


18/0027 Mr Hysni Sula & Mr lllirjan Sula FOR: RETENTION OF SINGLE 
STOREY OUTBUILDING, TEMPORARY CHANGE OF USE TO SEPARATE 
RESIDENTIAL ACCOMMODATION FOR 18 MONTHS. AT: 9, BEACON HILL, 
ALDRIDGE, WALSALL, WS9 ORH 


_ Mr Peter Dhillon FOR: REMOVAL OF CONDITION 1 AND 

VARIATION OF CONDITION 2 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 17/1698 TO 
CONFIRM THE DEVELOPMENT HAS COMMENCED AND TO ALLOW THE 
INCREASE IN WIDTH BY 1.35M OF PLOT 2 AND REPOSITIONING OF 
PLOT 1 WEST BY 1.35M. AT: LAND BETWEEN 37 AND 35A, PORTLAND 
ROAD, ALDRIDGE,WALSALL 


AT: LAND BETWEEN 75-85 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS (FOOTPATH 
NDA152 FROM SHORT STREET TO HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS) 


18/0040 GC Rickards Ltd FOR: VARIATION OF CONDITION 5A ATTACHED 
TO PA 14/1345/FL TO ALLOW FOR APPROVAL OF DRAINAGE DETAILS 
PRIOR TO ANY ABOVE GROUND WORKS. AT: SITE OF FORMER 
COALPOOL CLINIC, ROSS ROAD, WALSALL 



ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
— iMc ■ - 


a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


BRITISH 50 YEAR OLD 
INDIAN MAN 

looking for company/relation¬ 
ship with slim woman (any 
nationality), enjoys pubs, clubs, 
days in/out. 

Box Number P21052, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


GENTLEMAN 


Would like to meet lady, 70's or 
over, for lunch time meals and 
days out, etc. 


Box Number C21056, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


Art§els| 

r it* 


IM 3 IHd 


^ • MOT’S • Diagnostics 
. • Servicing • Air con 

MB MOTORS _ 8 . _ . 

MOBILE MECHANIC Tyres Aut0 Electrlcs 

©TSIlt 871733 

mbmotorsstaffordshire.co.uk 

mbmotors@outlook.com 


Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 


In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 
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Express & Star 


DATING 


your advert call: ad by text 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Simply text, I ^“Vfollowed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send toFjlJIjMpSREE Standard Network rates apply. 


0844 381 5936 

follow the simple instructions. You will 
also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


To Reply to members 
call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 

Text... REPLY 26 (leave space) box number 
(leave space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... then 
send to 80098 Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 characters). You 
must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for your 
safety and security. 



Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


FEMALE 67, smoker, enjoys music, TV, 
meals out/in, looking for male, 68-75, for 
friendship, maybe more. Text only replies: 
Box no:5877942 ft 

JULIE, 49yrs, recently divorced, own house 
car etc. Seeks discreet man for daytime 
meetings while the kids are at school. Week 
days only. I will reply to all texts. Text Only. 
Box:41368241 

LIZA, attractive lady seeks male 55-70. I’m at¬ 
tractive with OHAC and will return all calls and 
texts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429747 

TABITHA, Jamaican princess! 42yrs, large 
curvy figure, fabulous sense of humour and 
very open minded to fun. Hoping to chat to 
anyone with GSOH. Looks/age/status unim¬ 
portant. Text Only. Box: 4116607 (3 
PATRICIA 50s, solvent female, tactile, fun, 
likes to travel, seeks tall, easygoing mature 
male to enjoy all the good things in life with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 430019 ft 
YAZ, Asian lady, 32yrs, very slim and pretty. 
Hoping to meet a strong minded, dominant, 
resourceful man. Mature please 45+ Text 
Only. Box: 41771481 
NURSE with a little extra time on her hands 
looking for genuine romantic man with GSOH 
to enjoy fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 429911 ft 

SOPHIE, 46yrs, attractive professional lady 
with time on her hands. Hoping to meet a nice 
gent of any age, text fun, flirt, possible meet¬ 
ing. Text Only. Box: 4126579 ft 
PAULINE, mature lady, well dressed and pe¬ 
tite. Passionate about many things. Hoping to 
find a gent to share life’s experiences. Friends 
at first then lets see how things work out. Pis 
text me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429977ft 

SARAH black lady, works as a nurse. 48yrs 
young, hoping to meet a younger man for 
some fun. Let me be your couger and dress 
me up in my uniform. Text Only. Box: 
4166063 $ 

LOVELY kind lady, 55yrs, genuine and attrac¬ 
tive. Hoping to meet a decent caring man. 
Looks/age unimportant. ACA.Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 4299751) 

MELANIE, attractive lady, 38yrs, hoping to 
meet a nice chap, any age, for chats, non 
complicated times. Must have great soh, 
looks unimportant. Text Only. Box: 
40371471 

LINDA, late 50s, very attractive, looking for 
naughty no strings times. Call or text me. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 429973 ft 



Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 



DISCREET sensual and loving lady seeks 
man 30+ for daytime fun in her home. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 429849 
ATTRACTIVE brunette 42yrs. Caring, honest 
& fun. Kind with lots of interests and GSOH. 
Hoping to find a similar minded man. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429971 ft 


NURSE with a little extra time on her hands 
looking for genuine romantic man with GSOH 
to enjoy fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 429911 ft 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 


ZEN A, 41yrs Sagittarian lady. Tall brunette 
with striking blue eyes. WLTM man 40+ for 
dates, getting out and about, nights in, every¬ 
thing really. NSAACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 429755 ft 

VALERIE, caring thoughtful lady. Attractive 
with GSOH. Seeking similar gent. ACA. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 429163 ft 


PETITE lady WLTM smart sixty something 
cultured gentleman, with GSOH for friendship 
and companionship. Must be honest. Text 
only replies. 6130550 ft 


MALE, 5ft 9ins tall, medium build, grey hair, 
grey eyes. I am looking for discreet no strings 
fun with a lady, 50 to 65 yrs old. Text only 
replies: 6140930 ft 


IZZY, 52, fun dizzy female, free again, looking 
for fun and adventure, WLTM someone to 
care for. It could be you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429695 ft 


MATTHEW, 38, Christian, regular churchgoer, 
seeks like-minded lady. Seeks non-smoker, 
kind, honest lady for LTR. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6134936 ft 


Smpty tel ui your 09 * and 
location and we Mil match 
you immediate*/* 

■ wiim reran 

Lai 0906 SOO 57571 


MARRIED lady 39yrs wltm discreet gent for 
those intimate little extras. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box: 429851 

MATURE, professional, adventurous lady. At¬ 
tractive and Sporty, very slim and active. Hop¬ 
ing to meet a chap for dining out, supper at 
mine, all sorts of things. You must have a 
GSOH. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429969 ft 


FRAN, 50s, passionate tactile blonde who LINDA, mature artistic lady. Sensitive and at- 
knows what she wants, seeks sincere, unat- tractive. Sensual romantic personality. WLTM 
tached male for intimate times. Tel No: 0906 similar. Call me if that’s you. Tel No: 0906 500 
500 3955 Box No: 429881 ft 3955 Box No: 429753 ft 


ANNA, 53yrs, attractive blonde lady, with 
lovely curves. Seeking man any age for no 
strings discreet fun. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box: 
429721 


SANDRA, friendly lady, attractive & kind. 
Hoping to meet similar minded gent for out¬ 
ings, perhaps more. ACA/Text answered. 
Hope to hear from you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429967 ft 


AMANDA, 36yrs, attractive lady. Solvent and 
well educated and spoken. Feminine figure 
with large breasts. Hoping to meet a broad¬ 
minded gent, any age for discreet relation¬ 
ship. I don’t mind if you are married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box: 429287 


LYN 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429909 ft 


ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks no strings casual fun. 
I have my own house, car and am solvent. 
I’m busty with a firm figure. You must be 
open minded, age/status unimportant. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box: 427633 
KAREN, 50s, divorced, looking for nice male 
for friendship/LTR. Text only replies: 
6137012ft 

MARIELLE, 45yrs, curvy attractive lady, likes 
older men. I’m married so you must be dis¬ 
creet. Lets meet up, and make each other 
smile again. Call me and lets get to know 
each other. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box: 426853 


DATE LOCALLY 

*C*f£ *-■ * 


Drop in to see who 

is free for a date! 


Members in the cafe now 
waiting to chat to you! 



TEXT 


CAFE 

to 

8999 



Texts to 89990 cost £1.50 per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd RH16 3EG If you need 
HELP call us on 0207 720 7130 


ALISON, 38, attractive slim, mature student, 
passionate about history, seeks older male for 
good conversation, friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 429667 ft 
HEATHER, single, very attractive brunette, 
34, sensual and interesting, looking to add to 
life’s experiences and adventures with profes¬ 
sional male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429647 ft 


ROYSTON, 65, first time advertiser, West 

Brom based, tall, very fit and agile, N/S, car 
owner, seeks lady for going out, relationship 
etc. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429725 ft 

GENUINE male, 39, short dark hair, 5ft 8ins. 
Enjoys sport, gym, walking, nights out, cin¬ 
ema. Hoping to meet genuine female. Text 
only replies. Mailbox: 5338852 ft 



JAN 47, once bitten twice shy! Just looking 
for non complicated fun times. Attractive, dis¬ 
creet, OHAC, you won’t be disappointed. Any 
age/looks/status. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:429453 ft 

SARAH 35, recently divorced, slim 5ft 7ins, 
pretty, seeks male up to 50yrs for meals out 
hopefully leading to more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429385 ft 
DEBBIE 38, fit size 12, discreet, WLTM intel- 
ligent man for fun relationship with no ties. 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429417ft 


SINGLE man, 56yrs, 5’10, average build, 
looking to meet lady for fun times. Nothing 
complicated. Bored housewives welcome. 
Text only replies. 6134456 ft 
MALE, 60 & married, seeks lady, any age/sta¬ 
tus etc for discreet one to one liaison. Text 
only replies. 4252649 ft 
HEY ladies! Want to know more? Send me a 
text! Text only replies. 4461945 ft 
JEFF, 60s, tall, fit, young outlook, N/S, car 
owner, seeks similar lady for friendship, out¬ 
ings out etc. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428175 


HI I am a single Indian male in my 50s, and 
would like to meet a mature female 55+ for a 
NSA friendship. Text only replies. Box no: 
4627019ft 

MALE, age 68, very active looking for lady for 
NSA fun. Can accommodate. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6026972 ft 
EASYGOING likeable man likes a drink at the 
pub, and nights in front of the telly and a cud¬ 
dle, looking for lady 45-55. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6066059 ft 

Gay Singles 


JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

LOUISE, 40, elegant genuine blonde who’s 
been hurt in the past seeks tall handsome 
male to be her Mr Right and much more, 40- 
65yrs, Any race/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:429829ft 


CARMEL, open minded naughty lady seeks 
a broad minded strict man to unleash her 
wilder side. Age/looks unimportant but no 
time wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 
426851 


MARGARET 42, busty chubby female WLTM 
Muslim men, Pakistani, Kurdish or Indian wel¬ 
come, daytime/evening, no strings. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 5838907 ft 

Single Men 

MALE 56, 5ft 9ins tall, looking for a nice lady 
friend for nights in and days out. I am a really 
nice chap if that’s what you are looking for. 
Text only replies: Box no: 6066059 ft 
SEAN 46, brown hair/eyes, average 
looks/build, loving, caring, understanding, 
seeks female to share good times with. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 410845 


TINA, black lady, curvy figure. Homely and 
kind. If you want love and friendship, look no 
further, phone me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 429751 ft 




I HTT1 1. I4H 'IJI+J 


□ no PROFILES TO FILL OUT 

□ NO APPS TO DOWNLOAD 

□ NO CREDIT CARDS 4| 


JUST STRAIGHT FORWARD 
AND SIMPLE DATING. 
IT’S NEVER BEEN EASIER! 


EMILY, mature well educated lady, blonde 

and smart and broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box 421375 


RETIRED lady, attractive and kind, WLTM a 
warm hearted gentleman for friendship, so¬ 
cialising. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 429749ft 


SINGLE male 51,5ft 8ins, passionate, affec¬ 
tionate, various interests indoor & outdoors, 
wild life & countryside, seeks slim lady for 
friendship/relationship. Text only replies: 
4362337 ft 

MALE, 48, 6ft, married, WLTM a lady any 
age/status for discreet daytime fun. Text only 
replies: 4205286 ft 




TEXT MATCH TO 89990 


to by realservice users. No meetingsean be guaranteed. Ifarranging’a meetim 
and do "O. g^e ^ 


is can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public 

-—* —* c —"ce provided by No Goats Ltd. 

o.uk 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


DIANE 41, shapely, solvent, blonde profes¬ 

sional lady who sees life as an adventure, 
seeks attractive fun male who can handle a 
feisty lady. Any age/status. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429807 ft 
HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed brunette with 
long lets and decent curves! Looking for a 
cheeky adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can travel. 
Discretion assured. ACA. Give me a try. Tel: 
0906 515 3031 Box 426205 
IZZY, 52, fun dizzy female, free again, looking I 

for fun and adventure, WLTM someone to j 
care for. It could be you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429695 ft 
CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, sophisti¬ 
cated "some call me posh" married lady, look¬ 
ing for no strings midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 
515 3027 Box 427533 
RENATTA, 55, slim, attractive lady with long 
auburn hair just wants to have a good time 
with likeminded older guy up to 75yrs. 
Looks/Status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429791 ft 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive brunette with 
own business, seeks adventurous gent for 
casual relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 


LIZA, attractive lady seeks male 55-70. I’m at¬ 
tractive with OHAC and will return all calls and 
texts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429747 ft 


40+ 


TALL (6ft2), slim, fit, good looking(ish), n/s, 
54yr, seeks like-minded lady for occasional 
discreet indiscretions and adult fun. Text only 
replies: 6140848 ft 


"THENEWMATCHMAKING 
SERVICE FOR THE MATURE, 
I FREE AND SINGLE! 


*r\K m T\N^ 7 “IT'S NEVER TO LATE TO FIND LOVE. 
'iXJn 1 AND SINGLES NEAR YOU ARE LOOKING 

_ irt** __ FOR FUN, ROMANCE 6 MAYBE MORE! 

’iferm.lvf'l.i.Tnrwai" ITS FREE TO TRY, YOU'VE ROT NOTHING 

jgt S ^osEimmmmw“_ 

TXTffil^TOfi mn 


FIRST 3 TEXTS COMPLETELY 


TINA, 58yrs, slim, passionate and kind. Loves 
eating out. Hoping to meet gent 55-63. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 429167 ft 


First 3 txts free. All., 
sage you send. Text 


a:n=l 


„ received thereafter £1.50. You may receive up to 4 messages for each mes- 
to 63222 to exit at any time. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact 
nans can ue exuiangeu. service is not computer generated. Messages are responded to by real users. No 
eetings guaranteed. If arranging a meeting choose a public space & do not give personal details to people 
you have not met. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 7207130 email: ohdear@nogoats.com 


MALE, mid 50s, N/S, semi retired, slim build, 
likes walking, holidays, occasional drinks, 
films, good chats, enjoys life, looking to meet 
a female, N/S, 50 plus, for friendship and 
going out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429637 ft 

COLIN, 50, seeks kind, caring, loving cuddly 
large lady 40-60 for LTR and love. Likes cud¬ 
dles and kisses. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6091169ft 

RETIRED fitness instructor 65, would like to 
meet lady for friendship, company, on a regu¬ 
lar basis. First ever advert. Beeston area. 
Text only replies. Mailbox: 6118348 ft 
GENT, 65, seeks discreet lady, for special 
times, mutually beneficial to both, with that 
special lady. Wolverhampton and surrounding 
areas. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427529 

STEVE, 43 years old, 5ft 7ins, slim, non- 
smoker, smart casual dresser would like to 
meet a similar lady. Age and looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Text only replies. Mailbox: 6116902 ft 
MATURE, oriental female sought by easygo¬ 
ing male, 73, for NSA friendship. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6117412 ft 
AMATEUR photographer, single, seeking 
bored broad-minded lady to have some dis¬ 
creet fun with a camera. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6109868 ft 

100% genuine, good looking blue eyed guy, 

40s, looking to meet a black or mixed race 
lady, for romance and maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428913 ft 
64 year old male, WLTM a lady between 60- 
75, for friendship and outings. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419929 
TALL, dark, attractive Shropshire male, 57, 
WLTM an attractive female, for discreet day¬ 
time fun and excitement. Any age or status. 
Can travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429301 ft 

COLIN, 50, kind, loving, seeks kind loving, 
cuddly, large lady, 45-55, for LTR, love and ro¬ 
mance. Must like hugs, kisses, cuddles and 
holding hands. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6091169ft 

ATTRACTIVE male, 56, 6ft, WLTM an attrac¬ 
tive female, any age, for discreet fun and inti¬ 
mate times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428109 

WALSALL male, looking for no strings adult 
fun, with lady of any nationality, colour or age. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4287731 


Join our Gay online 
service FREE visit: 

localgaydate.co.uk 


GAY attractive feminine female would like to 
meet other gay feminine females for friend¬ 
ship possible relationship. Get in touch. Text 
only replies. Mailbox: 6062854 ft 
Bl curious submissive guy, wanting to meet 
an understanding older man for safe and dis¬ 
creet fun. Text only replies: 4722250 ft 
ELDERLY feminine gay male, retired, fit & ac¬ 
tive, cross dresser, WLTM similar gay male, 
65 plus, for friendship & companionship. Text 
only replies: 4380218 ft 

Just Friends 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


RETIRED Stoke on Trent lady, 70s, enjoys 
adventurous holidays abroad, WLTM like 
minded person, male or female, to share hol¬ 
iday experiences and expenses. Please reply 
to my box number. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No 429685 
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CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING 
STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. 
Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details 
to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA 
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Wayne Thomas with some of the children enrolled on his Ace Academy sessions 


Thomas puts children through their paces Martin O’Connor will lead the Ace Academy experience course 



Youngsters at Ace Academy enjoy the coaching sessions 



Sessions are run at venues across Walsall 


Former Saddler nurtures 
Ace new football talent 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joseph Masi 


“We now have lots of differ¬ 
ent age categories and that 
really helps the players de¬ 
velop.” 


A FOOTBALL academy launched by 
ex-Walsall midfielder Wayne Thomas is 
inviting youngsters to lace up their boots 
to kick off the new year. 

Ace Academy runs coaching sessions for 
youngsters aged between two-and-half and 11 
at various locations across Walsall. 

Launched two years ago, 120 young footballers 
currently attend each week where they enjoy taking 
part in technical training sessions as well as playing 
games. 

Children between the ages of two-and-a-half and 
four can receive a social introduction to football by 
joining Mini-Aces. 

Youngsters aged from five to seven are invited to 
play with the Little Aces while juniors aged seven 
plus can team up with the Ace Academy. 

Delighted 

Alongside the coaching sessions, Ace Academy also 
runs futsal groups for children aged between seven 
and 14 while next season they expect to have seven 
teams playing grassroots football in the Walsall Jun¬ 
ior Youth League. 

And Thomas, aged 39, he is delighted with how the 
academy is progressing. 

“I launched Ace Academy back in 2016 to try and 
bridge the gap between grassroots football and acad¬ 
emy football,” said the former Saddler, who played 18 
games for the club over a four-year period. 

“Since then it’s grown a lot quicker than I expected 



Midfielder Wayne Thomas as a Walsall player 

and we now run nine different sessions each week for 
children of all different ages. 

“The aim is to try and cater for everyone,” Thomas 
added. “Children aged from two-and-a-half can join 
the Mini-Aces which is full of fun games and gives 
them an introduction into football. But it’s more a 
social thing for them. 

“The majority of our kids enrol on an Ace Academy 
experience course which sees them attend a training 
session once a week. They then play games against 
professional academies. 

“We have just agreed that former Walsall mid¬ 
fielder Martin O’Connor, who is a UEFA A Licence 
coach, will help head that up in the new year. 

“And next season we also plan to extend our grass¬ 
roots arm. 

“We currently have an under-7s team. But we have 


plans to have seven teams of different age groups 
competing in the Walsall Junior Youth League. 

“Ace actually stands for attitude, confidence and 
enjoyment. And that’s what it’s all about, to give 
these children a chance to enjoy their football and 
have fun.” 

Thomas, who also works as commercial manager at 
his former club Walsall, revealed he decided to start 
the academy after his eldest two sons were released 
from professional clubs. 

“I’ve got four boys and one of them was released 
aged 12 and the other was released aged eight.” he 
continued. 

“I felt there was a lack of quality coaching in the 
area and I wanted to do something about bridging 
that gap between grassroots football and academy 
football. 

“Academy football at professional football clubs 
isn’t for everyone. It can come with a lot of pressure, 
both for the players themselves and for their families. 

“And sometimes it might be better for a young foot¬ 
baller to join an academy when they are a little bit 
older, rather when they are seven or eight years old. 

“Since we started in 2016, we have had five lads 
leave Ace to join academies at professional clubs. But 
we have also had a lot of lads turn those clubs down 
because they are enjoying developing with us.” 

Develop 

Thomas believes one of the big benefits of Ace 
Academy is the number of youngsters now on board. 

“I coach four evenings a week and absolutely love 
it, as do all the coaches,” he added. “What’s nice is 
that we now have lots of different age categories and 
that really helps the players develop, 

“If we have got a three-and-a-half-year-old who 
technically or physically is developing faster than his 
peers, we can then put him with the under-fives. 

“And it’s the same if we have an older player, say 
a six-year-old, who is a bit shy. He can play with the 
under-fives to help build his confidence. 

“The important thing is they all enjoy it and and all 
succeed and thankfully we have got the environment 
to ensure they can.” 

For more information on Ace Academy and for 
times and venues of their coaching sessions visit 
https://www.facebook.com/footballaceacademy/ 


Title bouts added 
to Gavin fight bill 

TWO IBO continental titles will be on the line on the undercard of Frankie 
Gavin’s IBO welterweight world title shot in his home city next month. 

Top of the BCB Promotions bill on February 23 at Birmingham’s Genting 
Arena is Gavin against Bethuel Ushona for the IBO Welterweight crown. 

Redditch’s Andrew Robinson, a former WBO European and British title 
challenger, takes on Birmingham’s Craig Cunningham for the vacant mid¬ 
dleweight crown. Meanwhile, former Midland champion Craig Morris of 
Ludlow will make the first defence of his strap against Leek’s Andy Keates. 

Undefeated Wolverhampton bantamweight Kyle Williams challenges Jor¬ 
dan Turner for the Midlands area title. 

The undercard also features Birmingham’s Matt Sen against Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Joshua Burke at cruiserweight, Tipton light heavyweight Ricky 
Summers, Birmingham super bantamweight Sean Davis, Birmingham 
super welterweight Mussab Abubaker, West Bromwich light heavyweight 
Tom Stokes and Coventry’s Dilly Singh. 


Laura goes for Muir 
indoor track success 

DOUBLE European Indoor champion and five-time British record holder 
Laura Muir will compete in the 3000m at the SPAR British Athletics In¬ 
door Championships in Birmingham next month. 

Muir, aged 24, will look to claim her first British title over the distance on 
February 17, having already clinched two titles at 1500m and one at 800m. 
She will also be looking to secure her spot on the British team for March’s 
IAAF World Indoor Championships at the same Arena Birmingham venue. 

Fellow Scots Eilish McColgan and Steph Twell have also accepted their 
invitations for the event. British Athletics’ Major Event Director Cherry 
Alexander said: “We’re delighted to be hosting the SPAR British Athletics 
Indoor Championships and world trials in Birmingham. With two places up 
for grabs per event on the British team ahead of the World Indoor Champi¬ 
onships competition will be fierce.” 

The championships are on February 17 and 18 with tickets on sale at 
www.theticketfactory.com or by calling 0844 3388222. 


School lauded for its 
commitment to sport 

A SCHOOL has been praised for its commitment to physical activity with 
a Youth Sport Trust Silver Quality Mark. 

The Quality Mark, awarded to Ormiston Forge Academy Cradley Heath, 
is an online self-review tool which provides schools with a nationally recog¬ 
nised badge of excellence for the quality of its PE and school sport. 

Dawn Benson, leader of the performance faculty, said: “We are absolutely 
thrilled to have been awarded the Silver Quality Mark from the Youth 
Sport Trust, which recognises our commitment to delivering the best pos¬ 
sible sporting experiences for the young people at our school.” 

The Youth Sport Trust is a national charity that builds a brighter future 
for young people through the power of sport. Youth Sports Trust chief ex¬ 
ecutive Alison Oliver said: “Congratulations to Ormiston Forge Academy 
for achieving the Youth Sport Trust Silver Quality Mark.” 

Students represent the academy in a number of sports and are also rep¬ 
resenting Sandwell at the Black Country Championships in badminton. 
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Dario beat 
weather for 
vital points 

Darlaston Town (1874) 4 Bromyard 3 

DARLASTON managed to beat the 
weather - and then overcame their vis¬ 
itors by the odd goal in seven. 

The pitch was playable by 11.30am, 
but then the game was thrown into 
doubt by snowfall. The efforts of volun¬ 
teers was rewarded as the referee gave 
the go-ahead at a late inspection. 

Kick off was delayed by five minutes, 
but the 97 spectators went on to witness 
a full-bloodied game with both sides in¬ 
tent on the win. And it was Darlaston 
who picked up the vital three points. 

Darlaston had in fact taken the lead 
before some supporters had even taken 
their seats through Sam Giles. Liam 
Hodges lobbed back-pedalling Aaron 
Morris to level and Andy Hudson gave 
the visitors a 13th minute lead. 

Leon Taylor brought the hosts level 
on 20 minutes and 2-2 was the half-time 
score. Bromyard, however, came out of 
the blocks quicker in the second period, 
and had the lead within five minutes 
through Dalmacio Francisco. 

The game turned on its head on 57 
minutes as both teams made substitu¬ 
tions. Darlaston removed Sam Giles, 
bringing on top scorer Scott Broadway, 
and within minutes they were level 
again, with Tyrone Clarke O’Connell 
finishing. 

Darlaston were forced into a second 
change after an injury to Lucas Hough, 
bringing on Ant Follows. The hosts were 
in charge and scored the winner with 
four minutes to go with an outstanding 
finish from full-back Lloyd Wager. 

Saturday sees the last of a run of four 
home games, against last season’s West 
Midlands (Regional) League Division 2 
Champions Telford Juniors, ko 2pm. 

Legend tops town 
hall wrestling bill 

THE first-ever winner of the WWE Roy¬ 
al Rumble starred in a show at Darlast¬ 
on Town Hall eight days away from the 
30th anniversary of the event. 

‘Hacksaw’ Jim Duggan made the trip 
across the pond to take top billing on a 
Pro Wrestling Live card staged by local 
promoter Matt Powell in Victoria Road. 

The 63-year-old dusted off his wres¬ 
tling boots and trusty 2x4 plank of wood 
to do battle in the Black Country ring. 

He teamed with Powell’s alter ego - 
Mad Dog Maxx - to roll over Superstar 
Carlos and Sergeant Fury via pinfall in 
front of a near sell-out crowd. 

The American wrestling legend, from 
Glens Falls, New York, stayed for a meet 
and greet, signing autographs and mem¬ 
orabilia for fans and posing for photos. 

The 31st edition of the Royal Rumble 
is at the Wells Fargo Centre in Phila¬ 
delphia, Pennsylvania. Duggan won the 
first televised Royal Rumble in 1988. 

He became a WWE Hall of Famer and 
is still signed to the company on a Leg¬ 
ends contract. 


'Cool Hand' up for the fight in title bid 


BLOXWICH boxer Luke Paddock fights for the 
vacant Midlands Area super lightweight title on 
March 17. 

‘Cool Hand’ squares up against Kieron McLaren 
on BCB Promotions’ ‘On The March’ at King’s 
Hall, Stoke-On-Trent. 

McLaren is undefeated in his opening 11 bouts 
since turning professional in 2015. The same year, 
Paddock defeated McLaren’s cousin Josh for the 
vacant Midlands strap in Burlsem. 

Paddock then lost his crown to Andy Keates 



WALSALL boss Jon Whitney 
says he is eager to make sign¬ 
ings sooner rather than lat¬ 
er as he continues to work to 
strengthen his squad. 

It comes after Tyler Roberts came to 
the end of his loan spell from Albion. 

The Saddlers are light on numbers after former 
loanees Zeli Ismail, Daniel Agyei and Shaun Don- 
nellan all returned to their parent clubs earlier 
this month. 

Roberts has signalled his departure from the 
Banks’s with a message of thanks to fans, players 
and staff for his time with Walsall. Baggies boss 
Alan Pardew is hoping to tempt the 19-year-old 
striker with a new deal at The Hawthorns. 

To add to the Saddlers’ woes, midfielders Ki¬ 
eron Morris and Florent Cuvelier are carrying 
minor knocks which forced them to sit out Wal¬ 
sall’s 3-1 loss at Charlton on Saturday. 

Whitney has previously said he expects many 
deals to be completed late in the January transfer 
window. 

Eager 

And while that may still be the case, the boss is 
eager to try to get deals done early so he can work 
with the players on the training ground. 

“It’s a big 10 days for us,” Whitney said. “We 
all know, you don’t have to be a manager to know, 
that we need to bring in a couple of players. 

“We need to reinforce and strengthen. If you 
look at the bench at Charlton, we have got Will 
(Shorrock) and Mitch (Candlin). It’s a young 
team when you look at the average age and take 
away skip (Adam Chambers). We’ve spoken to 
quite a few clubs. 

“Quite a few are hanging on to see if they get 
people in first. But we have got to make sure if a 
player comes into this group he does it right and 
had got the right attitude. He has got to be in 
football for the right reasons.” 

Whitney is hopeful both Morris and Cuvelier 


and has also suffered defeats to Anthony Upton 
and Myron Mills for the English and IBF Youth 
Titles respectively. Victory over McLaren will 
put him back on track though and BCB’s Head of 
Boxing Errol Johnson said it was a massive fight 
for both men. 

“This is a cracking fight,” he said. “Kieron is 
undefeated but untested. He’s made a great start 
to life as a professional but this is a big step up as 
he challenges for a Midlands title. 

“Luke has had nearly twice as many fights but 


will be available for clash at high-flying Black¬ 
burn on January 30. But he revealed Cuvelier 
had suffered a more serious knock than Morris. 

“Both Kieron and Flo got injured on Thurs¬ 
day,” the boss said. “The pitches were quite heavy 
and Flo turned and rocked his ankle. 

“Kieron got a whack to the hip but he will 
definitely be back for Blackburn. His isn’t a long¬ 
term one. Flo I am unsure about.” 

Fans on Saturday were treated to a value-for- 
money clash, with countless scoring opportunities 
at each end. But it was Charlton who came away 
with the points. Addicks dominated the opening 
25 minutes and Joe Aribo opened the scoring, but 


has suffered a couple of losses, against good op¬ 
ponents, on the way. It’s an important fight, for 
different reasons, for both men so credit to them 
for taking it.” 

The show also features unbeaten Stoke trio 
Luke Caci, Nathan Heaney and Owen Jobburn 
plus unbeaten duo Connor Parker of Swadlincote 
and Macclesfield’s Jake Haigh. 

Tickets are priced at £35 for standard unre¬ 
served tickets or £60 VIP Ringside. They are 
available by calling the boxer direct or 07734 118 
041. 


Saddlers drew level when Erhun Oztumer headed 
home. In the 73rd minute though, Charlton took 
the lead - albeit in fortunate circumstances. 

After Stephy Mavididi had been played through 
on goal, Kory Roberts raced back to try to clear 
the danger. But the young defender only suc¬ 
ceeded in prodding the ball into his own net. 
Incredibly Walsall then conceded a carbon goal 
when Mavididi again got in behind their backline. 

This time it was Liam Kinsella who made a 
last ditch lunge. And while he got the ball, he too 
steered it past his own keeper. 

It was a hammer blow for the Saddlers who had 
done enough to earn something from the game. 


Six goals 
to reward 
volunteers 

Rushall 3 Whitby Town 3 

VOLUNTEERS got their reward for 
moving snow off the pitch as these two 
sides served up a six-goal Evo-Stik Pre¬ 
mier thriller. 

But Pics went on to let slip a three- 
goal lead in what can easily be described 
as a game of two halves. 

The hosts raced into a 3-0 lead in the 
first 11 minutes. But Whitby’s point was 
deserved following a stirring second half 
comeback. 

The Pics were ahead just three min¬ 
utes in when Danny Waldron burst 
into the penalty area and was brought 
down. Waldron beat Ryan Whitley from 
the spot. The lead was doubled on five 
minutes when Danny Dubidat finished 
off and then six minutes later it was 3-0 
when Waldron grabbed his second. 

At that point it appeared the contest 
was over. However, the visitors showed 
glimpses of getting back into the game 
and pulled a goal back on the stroke 
of half-time with a confident Matthew 
Tymon finish. 

On 61 minutes Whitby pulled another 
goal back when Junior Mondal rifled a 
shot home from 20 yards. The game had 
now turned in the visitors’ favour and 
the goal they threatened finally arrived 
with just three minutes left. 

The ball found its way to Tymon in 
the six-yard box and he calmly side¬ 
footed home. In added time they almost 
snatched a winner but Calum Putton 
couldn’t force the ball home and overall 
a draw was just about a fair result. 

Club's youth section 
looking to expand 

BOSSES are looking to expand Rushall 
Olympic’s thriving youth development 
section as it goes from strength to 
strength. 

The club is looking to add boys’ teams 
at under-9, 10 and 11s as well as addi¬ 
tional girls’ teams. 

To complement this, new coaches, 
qualified to at least Level 1 and ideally 
at Level 2, will be needed. An FA DBS 
check will be required. 

Teams will play on Saturday mornings 
at Aston University, Walsall. 

Call secretary Jason Chapman on 
07540 800531 or committee officer 
Shaun Fallon on 07966 239639. 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
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Erhun Oztumer heads home to bring Saddlers level at The Valley 
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ThxAssist Accountants 


16 LEIGHSWOOD ROAD. ALDRIDGE FOR A INITIAL CONSULTATION 


ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 


CALL: 


Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 

















